Ho fti • * ^ 26. ihc United States bombed an intelligence complex in 

)Jv{ tJr m| Baghdad in retaliation for an alleged plot to kill former U.S President 
^ . George Bush during his April trip to Kuwait. Six civilians were killed 
Three, dajj later, a U.S. F-4G fighter jet fired a missile at an Iraqi 
« tfiaiiV' Mti-aircraft artillery site in southern Iraq after two aircraft were 
hputtjn jUuminaied by Iraqi radar. 


/U.S. not trying to start another war 1 

LXUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — The United Stales is not trying to provoke 

Fa new war in Iraq U.S. Under-Secretary of Defence for Policy Frank 
Wiwer said here Monday after conflicting claims, over an incident in Iraq 
Saturday, it our planes are threatened, they arc under order to face the 
threat and protect themselves and that is what has happened." Mr. Wisncr 
to ld rep orters during u brief stopover here caroute to Singapore to attend 
a meeting With Association of South-East Asian Nations' (ASEAN) 
foreign mtnisterc. News reports quoted the Pentagon as saying that that a 
U.S. Air Force fighter patrolling Iraq's southern "no-fly" zone swapped 
fire late Saturday with an Iraqi missile site. The U.S. plane was not hit A 
Pentagon spokesman in Washington said the U.S. F-4G fighter opened 
fire after an Iraqi radar locked onto it. But the Iraqi Information Ministry 
denied Washington's account of the attack and accused the United Slates 
of seeking to spark a new crisis. It aho insisted that no Iraqi missile site 
was hit. On June 26. the United States bombed an mfr-ii.o-nn- ;« 
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Msrael hammers Lebanon 

^^pozens, including 2 Israeli soldiers, killed; thousands flee homes; 


^JBeirut seeks urgent U.N. action; Barak wants Hizbollah disarmed 

^Me*, 

Combined agency dispatches attacks, which are continuing for Earlier, Prime Minister Yit- Antal's claim of responsibility for the peace process and havi 

the second consecutive day on a zhak Rabin's diplomatic adviser the latest Israeli deaths. Israel internal unity and security 


to AEJL HAMMERED Leba- 
1 getti^ u\on with warplanes, gunboats 
° n federaj-utd artillery for a second day 
nrougj, (-Monday as civilians on both sides 
at tile ajk’f border fled the worst Arab- 
te rfere |3sraeli fighting in 11 years, 
out act**, At Ieast 38 people have been 
esideijtTrined and 143 wounded, most of 
Mr. R.v/hem in Lebanon, where more 
o the snl'han 50,000 villagers escaped 
mter H^ om h° m es during lulls in 
RotapbS^ firin 8 and flcd north, 
conn*!!? Lebanese fighters killed two 
laoied^sraeli soldiers in attacks in south- 
122 ^ Lebanon, security sources 

0 BnSf’ 1 ’ 1 '' bringing to nine' the number 

1 in iv. Israeli soldiers killed in Leba- 

aashf^ 011 s ' nce 8 - 
a Amal guerrillas claimed ra- 
il " nJl tt qx? 9 srbility for killing one of sol- 
Monday. 

jw tfcsEj They both died at the military 
Proposition of Baiaasheet in the 
■ K °®4western section of Israel's self- 
’H 56 “aiirdeclared “security zone” in 
n,s politKt sou them Lebanon, 
to take % As tens of thousands of people 
15 agaiostfled their homes near Israel's 
mg to ^''security zone" in South Leba- 
non, the Lebanese government 
. . . demanded an emergency meeting 
III of the U.N. Security Council, to 

£ halt the attacks. 

Israel offered to end “Opera- 
I — ration Accountability," which it 
.p, launched Sunday morning, if 
’ jT® Iranian-backed Hizbollah guerril- 
engKi. :; ^ stopped a roc ket barrage 
IC V1W f against northern Israel which kil- 
a two civilians Sunday night and 
‘idsciuS wounded many more, 
ilyrepm “We would like to see the 
>orts ft council pronounce itself on what 
id in His is happening and to stop these 
t wait — 

^-Au S tri an leader 
rumomito visit Jordan 

ilfli »’ 

didnots-'^lfMAN (Petra) — Austrian 
drtensiiHejMent Thomas Clestil will ar- 
e Yangni T ^ ve ^“ 1 Amman on an official 
in Sue: three -day visit to Jordan Sept. 4, 

, t proitc 311 official announcement by the 
meni a* Roy®! Court said Monday. It said 
^mr#the visit comes at an invitation by 
, His Majesty King Hussein to the 
medipa Austrian president, 
the Cc* 

^Russian envoy 
ecciKW arrives in Syria 

led in Damascus (ap> — a senior 

,«U Russian diplomat arrived in Syria 
a Monday to try to narrow differ- 
- ftfc'ences that have stalled the Arab- 
ifttr Disraeli peace process. The visit of 
Viktor Posuvalyuk, head of the 
land. & Foreign Ministry's Department 
Bonfcrp-ft^ i Africa and the Middle East, 

B . kfieiporJfs in advance of a scheduled 
.^d^'trip next week by U.S. Secretary 
2VS # of State Warren Christopher. Mr. 
Posuvalyuk was greeted at 
Damascus airport by Muwafaq 
, jjb i Nassar, the Syrian Foreign Minis- i 
15 n ' try’s director for Europe. Neither , 
n vi ■ spoke to reporters. Mr. Posuvaly- 
” jjjt uk also is to visit Iordan, Leba- 
u-r non and Tunisia, where he will 
■Jjr It meet with leaders of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


>Jj*J Arafat meets Kim 

** * TOKYO (AFP) — North Korean 
*?~L: President Kim H-Sung met Paies- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
in Pyongyang Monday on the eve 
.y of the 40th anniversary of the 
One! Korean War trace. The official 
gftgf %jrean Central News Agency 
t'KCNA) said the talks were held 
{ in a “sincere and friendly atmos- 
. phere." Mr. Arafat arrived in 
v! Ji? Pyongyang earlier Monday on bis 
** ^j! sixth visit to the communist state 
“* cjf which has been persuaded by 
fjLj: Israel in recent months to stop 
p suspected missile sales to Iran 
■d gr and Syria. 

■is- 6 Somalis killed 
^ by U.S. forces 

JJf ROME (R) — U.S. forces killed 
^9 at leasr six Somalis, including a 
woman and a diild, after coming 
under attack south of the Somali 
* Ljf' capital Mogadishu overnight, the 
?! j! Italian ANSA news agency re- 
t'j} f»rted Monday. ANSA said the 
^incident occurred when Somali 
0 ft nulitia men in a battle track fired 
American post. It said a 
Co ora heBcoptcr returned fire. 
IpL 1 destroying the truck. (Italy wants 
•JJp reduced U.N. role, page 2). 


attacks, which are continuing for 
the second consecutive day on a 
large scale," Lebanese Ambassa- 
dor Khalil Makkawi told Reuters 
on his way to see council Presi- 
dent Sir David Hannay of Bri- 
tain. 

Mr. Hannay later confirmed 
the urgent Lebanese request and 
said council members were to 
hold private consultations larer in 
the day. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, in a statement issued 
through a spokesman, deplored 
both the Israeli attacks against 
Lebanon and rocket arracks 
against northern Israel. 

Dr. Ghali said the commander 
of the U.N. force in southern 
Lebanon had been instructed to 
urge both sides to exercise max- 
imum restraint. 

Israeli army Chief of Staff 
Ehud Barak demanded that the 
Lebanese government to disarm 
Hizbollah guerrillas, warning that 
otherwise Israel “will do it.” 

"If the Lebanese government is 
unable to impose its will on Hiz- 
bollah, the Israeli army will do 
it," General Barak told reporters 
in the Israeli coastal town of 
Nahariyya, three kilometres from 
the border with Lebanon. 

“We hope that the government 
in Beirut, which pretends to gov- 
ern Lebanon, will assume its re- 
sponsibilities and make Hizbollah 
see reason," he added. 

Gen. Barak said the Israeli 
forces were pursuing attacks 
launched Sunday against Hizbol- 
lah, adding that Israel was keep- 
ing options open to guarantee the 
success of its operation. 


told a press conference: “We are 
trying to exert pressure on the 
Lebanese government to disarm 
Hizbollah." 

"Our goal is to stop Hizbollah 
by acting through the Lebanese 
government,” adviser Jacques 
Neria said. 

"We do not want a confronta- 
tion with Syria. We have re- 
sponded to the latest attacks and 
said if there are more we will be 
free to act. 

Up to 150.000 Israelis stayed in 
reinforced rooms and bomb shel- 
ters because of rocket artacks on 
northern Israel. Israel Radio said 
an Israel woman was lightly 
wounded on Monday. 

Asked if he would launch a 
ground attack beyond the "secur- 
ity zone," Gen. Barak replied "1 
would not rule out any form of 
operations." 

Army radio said from northern 
Israel that a column of tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers was. 
moving towards the “security 
zone": “For the first time tanks 
of armoured corps ore making 
their way north." 

"This is the last warning and 
ultimatum," a South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) radio station affili- 
ated with the Israeli army in 
southern Lebanon broadcast 
Monday evening. It told the 
35,000 inhabitants of Nabatiyeh 
that their market town would be 
“shelled within a few moments.” 

Hie shelling commenced short- 
ly after two Israeli soldiers were 
reported killed by Amal. 

Security sources confirmed 


Amal's claim of responsibility for 
the latest Israeli deaths. Israel 
launched its two-day raid Sunday 
in retaliation for the earlier 
troops casualties. 

Hizbollah struck back with 
more than 100 barrages of Soviet- 
designed Katyusha rockets on 
Israel's northern towns and the 
"security zone.” 

Warplanes buzzed Sidon, 
breaking the sound barrier over 
the city and shattering windows in 
apartment blocks and cars. 

Security sources said the Israeli 
army also sent more troops and 
armour into its "security zone,” 
raising to more than 2,000 the 
number of troops it has in the 
region, double the normal contin- 
gent. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said: “If the Security 
Council docs not meet and if its 
resolutions .we not respected that 
will show it is incapable of fulfill- 
ing its obligations.”' 

He said that Israel was "de- 
liberately" attacking Red Cross 
ambulances and relief teams 
assisting victims. 

"Israel is diverting everyone's 
.attention from the main problem 
which remains Israel’s occupation 
of South Lebanon,” Mr. Bouez 
(old reporters after summoning 
ambassadors of the five perma- 
nent Security Council members. 

But Information Minister 
Michel Samaha told Reuters 
Lebanon was not yet at the stage 
where it would consider with- 
drawing from the 21-month-old 
peace talks with Israel due to the 
attacks. 

“We are keen to go through 


Arabs say Israeli actions Da Y an and 

j • Darawsheh 

undermine peace process urge PL0 

Christopher sees peace talks as the to refocus 
only answer; France condemns Israel peace talks 


Combined agency despatches 

ARABS MONDAY strongly 
condemned the most widespread 
Israeli air and artillery attacks on 
Lebanon for more than a decade, 
saying they were bound to dam- 
age the already faltering Middle 
East peace process. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said the Israeli 
i military offensive had dealt a 
death blow to the Middle East 
peace process. 

"The organisation condemns 
the savage Israeli army aggres- 
sion against Lebanese and 
Palestinian civilians and against 
the Syrian army in Lebanon,” 
said PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman. 

He said the PLO was putting 
“all its political and military 
means with its Lebanese and Sy- 
rian brothers to fight the aggres- 
sion." 

By ordering the attacks in 
Lebanon, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin dealt a “death 
blow to the peace process in the 
Middle East.” Mr. Abdul Rah- 
man said. 

"The aggression, which was the 
result of the U.S. administration 
policy of support to Israel ... 
shows clearly the Israeli govern- 
ment m its true face as a war 
cabinerand not a peace cabinet,” 
he said. 

Syria, which lost three of 
its soldiers in the Israeli strikes on 
Lebanon Sunday, said the Jewish 
state's action was putting the 
peace negotiations to a critical 
test. 

“The peace process is effective- 
ly under a critical test and whoev- 
er endangers it is in fact en- 
dangering the stability and secur- 
ity of the region. All the efforts 
deployed to salvage these talks 
have also been pat at very critical 
crossroads,” the offidal newspap- 
er A1 Baath said in an editorial. 

A Syrian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the attacks 
“against Lebanese civilians and 
their peaceful villages cannot be 
considered as an aggression on 
Lebanon, Syria and the Arabs 
alone, but an aggression on the 
entire world community, notably 
the (U.N.) Security Council.” 


Israel had “put its will over that 
of the international community 
and its authority over that of the 
Security Coundl and internation- 
al law,” the spokesman said. 

It told the world community 
the peace talks could only be 
saved by putting pressure on 
Israel to contain its "lust for 
destruction, killing and foiling rhe 
peace process." 

The state-run Tishreen news- 
paper said: “It is no secret that 
Israel is trying through its escala- 
tion in South Lebanon to cover 
up its intransigent and aggressive 
policy towards the peace process 
and escape the obligations of 
peace to withdraw from the occu- 
pied territories.” 

The 21-nation Arab League 
"strongly condemned” the raids 
and demanded implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425, which calls for Israel’s 
withdrawal from South Lebanon. 

Egypt said Israel should halt its 
military operation in Lebanon 
immediately and warned that the 
peace talks could be at risk. 

"These (Israeli) practices must 
come to an immediate halt be- 
cause they may have a negative 
result on the peace talks in the 
Middle East,’’ Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told Reuters. 

Iran condemned the Israeli 
attacks and urged the internation- 
al community to stop the two- 
day-old offensive. 

“Iran strongly condemns the 
savage and inhuman attacks 
against southern Lebanon and 
calls on the international com- 
munity to take serious steps to 
stop them,” the foreign ministry 
said. 

“Although this is not the first 
time such criminal acts are com- 
mitted by the Zionist regime 
against the Muslims in southern 
Lebanon, they are under the pre- 
sent circumstances indicative of 
the real intention” of Israel, it 
said. 

In Singapore, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
that progress in the peace talks 
was the only antidote to battles 
raging in Lebanon. 

“What I would emphasise is wc 
must not let the opponents of the 
peace process undermine it," he 


told reporters. 

“The only antidote, the only 
real answer to this kind of vio- 
lence, is to make progress in the 
peace process and bring to that 
region the kind of tranquillity it 
has been missing.” 

Mr. Christopher, who travels 
to the Middle East next week to 
try to get the stalled 20-month- 
old peace talks moving, said he 
had not been in contact with 
Israeli or Syrian leaders but was 
getting regular briefings from his 
team in Washington. 

He singled out Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) as being a consistent 
opponent of the peace process. 

France condemned Israel for 
its assaults and demanded an 
immediate halt to the campaign. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said France “urges Israel to stop 
as soon as possible this initiative 
which is an attack against the 
sovereignty of Lebanon and 
threatens to endanger the Middle 
East peace process." 

France “believes a military op- 
eration of this scale cannot be 
justified and regrets the many 
innocent civilian victims since 
yesterday,” he said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres had been expected in 
Paris Monday but at the last 
minute cancelled his visit because 
of the Lebanese fighting (see page 
2 ). 

In his statement, the French 
spokesman urged countries with 
influence in the region, an appa- 
rent reference to the United 
States and Syria, to do everything 
in their power to restore peace. 

' Ireland said it was gravely con- 
cerned about the Israeli attacks 
on Lebanon after reports that two 
Irish soldiers attached to U.N. 
peacekeeping forces had been 
hurt. 

Irish radio said two Irish sol- 
diers were slightly injured by 
flying shrapnel and the troops 
took shelter in underground 
bunkers as Israel blasted targets 
in Lebanon for a second straight 
day. 

Foreign Minister Dick Spring 
said in a statement the shelling 
was “unacceptable” and said Ire- 
land was protesting to the Israeli 
government. 


TUNIS (AP) — Visiting Israeli 
I parliament members said Mon- 
day they urged the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to 
try to refocus the Middle East 
peace proces on issues that can be 
> resolved. 

The comments by Yael Dayan 
and Abdul Wahab Darawsheh 
I came as they wound up three 
days of talks with senior PLO 
officials. 

Ms. Dayan and Mr. Daraw- 
sheh had expected to meet with 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
But he was out of the country on 
an Asian tour. 

Ms. Dayan, a member of 
Israel’s ruling Labour Party, is 
daughter of the late Moshe Day- 
an. Mr. Darawsheh is with the 
leftist Arab Democratic Party. 

Ms. Dayan said she urged the 
Palestinians to accept Israel's 
offer for limited self-government 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and to put off the 
question of Jerusalem to a later 

Ms. Dayan told reporters: “My 
opinion, which I discussed with 
the PLO officials, is that they 
should not stick to Semantics or 
insist on issues which cannot be 
resolved.” 

Mr. Darawsheh said he prop- 
osed upgrading the peace nego- 
tiations by bringing in ministers 
or heads of state. 

Mr. Darawsheh quoted PLO 
officials as saying they had no 
objections to Palestinians taking 
over some governing functions in 
the occupied territories “if that 
will be pan of an overall peace 
plan.” 

Among PLO leaders they met 
with were Mahmoud Abbas, a 
member of the PLO’s Executive 
Committee, Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
a PLO executive and political 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, and Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif. 

Ms. Dayan was not included in 
a Sunday meeting between Mr. 
Darawsheh and Farouk Kad- 
doumi, head of the PLO’s Politic- 
al Department. 

Both Ms. Dayan and Mr. 
Darawsheh said they hoped to 
return to Tunis in late August or 
early September with a larger 
delegation of Israeli parliament 
members. 


Majali meets Sudanese minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali Monday 
received Sudanese Minister of Trade and Industry Tajul Sirr Mustafa who 
is currently visiting Jordan, and was briefed by him on the outcome or the 
meetings of the Jordanian-Sudanesc Joint Committee on economic and 
trade relations between the two countries. Dr. Majali underlined the 
importance of such meetings between Arab states, saying they open new 
scopes of cooperation and serve the interests or the Arab peoples. The 
Sudanese minister said the meeting dealt with bilateral relations and 
cooperation in fields or training, medicine, tourism and economy. The 
Sudanese minister had another meeting with Minister of Transport 
Salman Al Tarawneh. Mr. Tarawneh underlined the importance of \ 
activating sea and air transport between Jordan and Sudan. Mr. Mustafa f 
also met with Supply Minister Radhi Ibrahim and the two discussed | 
measures taken by both countries to facilities the exchange of commod- f 
ities. The two ministers also discussed the possibility of Jordan s r 
producing wheat in Sudan to be exported to the Kingdom. Another 
meeting was held between the Sudanese minister and Tourism Minister - 
Yanal Hikmat who expressed Jordan's readiness to offer training to ? 
Sudanese cadres in tourism-related fields. i 
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the peace process and have our 
internal unity and security rees- 
tablished,” he said. “We are 
asking the Americans to help us 
more to make breakthroughs in 
the process.” 

Lebanon's Supreme Defence 
Council, which includes President 
Elias Hrawi, Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, top ministers and 
the army commander, held an 
emergency meeting Monday. 

Officials said Beirut was also in 
close contact with Syria, which 
has 35,000 troops in Lebanon. 

In Israel, Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said “after each 
(Israeli) operation there is a 
pause to see if calm returns” — 
clearly implying that the raids 
would halt if the rocketing of 
Israel stopped. 

Syria declared support for 
Lebanon and accused the Jewish 
state of provocation. 

Tens of thousands of Lebanese 
villagers fled their homes in 
South Lebanon in the largest 
exodus since Israel's 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon, police officials 
said. 

About 20 villages lying near the 
"security zone" were almost de- 
serted on Monday while 20 to 75 
per cent of the inhabitants of 
dozens of other villages sought 
refuge further north or in Beirut. 

Fewer than 20,000 people re- 
mained in the town of Nabatiyeh, 
normally home to 50,000, by 
Monday afternoon, police said. 

Israeli warplanes launched 
more than 100 air raids and 
troops fired thousands of shells at 
targets over a 30-hour period 
Sunday and Monday, a U.N. 

Dayan and 
Darawsheh 
urge PLO 
to refocus 



A Lebanese family is crammed into a pick-up truck as they flee their village Monday to escape Israeli 
raids in South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


peacekeeping officer said. 

The officer, with the United 
Nations Interi m Force In Leba- 
non (UNIFIL). said U.N. obser- 
vers had counted more than 2,500 
mortar shells landing only in the 
area under their jurisdiction, 
which comprises around half the 
territory pounded by the Israeli 
bombardment. 

Security sources said Israeli 
warplanes launched more air 
strikes on Lebanese targets after 
nightfall Monday, with fighter- 
bombers blasting a Hizbollah 
base in the east of the country. 

Witnesses said fires were rag- 
ing in Jibsheet and other villages 
and smoke from exploding shells 
billowed from Iqlim Al Toufah 
mountain ridge. 

Israeli planes firing missiles 
pounced on the Palestinian re- 
fugee camp of Al Bidawi near the 
port of Tripoli, 70 kilometres 
north of Beirut, after dawn and 
wrecked a glass factory. 


Ten Lebanese civilians and 
Palestinians were killed and 27 
wounded in the air raid and two 
attacks by gunboats which un- 
leashed missiles into the camp 
from late on Sunday. 

A cameraman of Hizbollah's 
Al Manar television station 
covering the fighting was killed in 
the south, the sources said. 

Planes firing missiles made two 
raids on a Palestinian guerrilla 
base in the village of Na’ameh, 15 
kilometres south of Beirut. 
Others hit the Palestinian refugee 
camp of Mieh Mieh and villages. 

Voice of the South radio, run 
by the Israeli-backed SLA, said 
the Israeli navy was blockading 
the ports of Tyre and Sidon and 
civilian vessels should avoid 
them. 

The highway Unking Beirut to 
southern Lebanon was jammed 
with cars piled high with bedding 
and belongings as thousands of 
civilians fled for safer areas out- 


side the main battle zones. 

A naval training base for 
Ahmad fibril's Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command was levelled, 
killing 10 people and wounding 
30 others. 

In the eastern town of Baalbek. 
Hizbollah leader Sheikh Hassa :~ 
Nasrallah (old a news conference, 
“What is happening is not going 
to stop us from continuing anc 
escalating our confrontation to 
drive the Israeli enemy out oi’ 
Lebanon by force of arms.” 

The PFLP-GC also vowed ft 
would not give up the struggle. 

“As long as Lebanese soil ft 
occupied, and as long as the 
Israelis continue to occupy ou- 
land, we will never give up the 
fight against the Israeli forces," 
PFLP-GC spokesman Omar She- 
hadi told AFP from the organisa- 
tion's headquarters in Damascus. 


Regent meets Turkish minister, 
reports identical nature of views 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Monday received at 
the Royal Court visiting Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hikmat Cetin 
and reviewed with him 
Jordanian-Turkish relations and 
means of enhancing cooperation 
in various fields. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. Cetin 
also discussed the Middle East 
peace process, stressing the need 
to achieve a just and comprehen- 
sive peace in the region that 
would guarantee the return of 
Arab rights, including the Palesti- 
nian people's right to self deter- 
mination on its national soil, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

The Crown Prince and the Tur- 
kish minister also discussed the 
possible means to achieve stabil- 
ity in the region, and internation- 
al developments with special 


emphasis on the conflict in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
conditions of the Palestinians liv- 
ing in the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories. 

"We share concern for the fu- 
ture of the Middle East region, a 
concern that we share with Tur- 
key in the context of develop- 
ments in the Balkans, in the 
context of Central Asia and in- 
deed closer to home in the con- 
text of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the peace process,” Prince 
Hassan said in an interview with 
Turkish Television following the 
meeting. 

"But may I say the primary 
concern that we share is for the 
stability of this region in the face 
of ethnic and sectarian conflicts 
— a concern that is based on our 
commitment to democratic prin- 
ciples and to pluralism,” he said. 

“I would like to thank Foreign 


Minister Cetin for his insights 
into Turkish policy, particularly 
in the context of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC). 
where we have an identity of views 
on the need to arrest the con- 
tinuing violence in Bosnia and 
indeed the identity of views in 
terms of the need for the activisa- 
tion of the peace process particu- 
larly against the background ot 
the tragic outbreak of violence in 
the Lebanon which as you know 
is going on to the moment that we 
are talking now," the Crown 
Prince said. 

He added: “Violence can 
breed only violence and this.... 
cannot be acceptable particularly 
in the context of the renewed 
attempts by the U.S. administra- 
tion to bring a meaning and 
momentum to the peace talks. 

Mr. Celin arrived here Sunday. 
He leaves for Israel Tuesday. 


U.N. starts work on setting u 
cameras at Iraqi missile sites 


Combined agency despatches 

BAGHDAD — A U.N. arms 
team reported Monday it was 
getting “good cooperation from 
Iraqi officials as it started work 
on setting up surveillance camer- 
as at two missile test sites. 

U.S. team leader Bill Eckert, 
charged with installing the camer- 
as, said Monday the Iraqis were 
doing a “very good job" helping 
with the installation, and were 
giving his team “good coopera- 
tion.” 

The commerciai-type security 
cameras are to be installed but 
not yet switched on under the 
terms of an agreement reached 
between Iraq and the U.N. last 
week which defused a mounting 
crisis over long-term surveillance 
of Iraq’s weapons programme. 

Mr. Eckert and two other 
Americans arrived here Sunday 
and started preparations to install 
six cameras at the Yawm Al Azim 
and Rafah missile sites 60 
kilometres south of Baghdad 
Monday. 

The cameras will remain 
switched off pending further dis- 
cussions between the two sides in 
New York in late August or early 
September. 

Mr. Eckert said on arrival here 
Sunday that the installation of the 


cameras was “the first concrete 
step" towards long-term monitor- 
ing Iraq's post-war military 
potential. 

An Italian-led team of nuclear 
weapons experts is also currently 
in Iraq on a routine mission over- 
seeing the dismantlement of 
Iraq's nuclear weapons program- 
me, agreed to under the terms of 
the Gulf war ceasefire in 1991. 

Mr. Eckert said his team had to 
clear a number of technical points 

Mr. Eckert said he did not 
think his mission would be ham- 
pered by a U.S. air strike in 
southern Iraq Sunday. 

Iraq has rejected the U.S. 
account of what happened, saying 
it did not activate anti-aircraft 
radar, as Washington claimed, 
and did not fire a missile in 
response to the U.S. strike. 

U.S. planes patrol southern 
Iraq to protect Iranian-backed 
dissidents from Baghdad’s air 
power. Iraq's official statement 
on the incident was mild, a sign 
that Baghdad is trying at the 
moment to avoid tension. 

Mr. Eckert and his team came 
to install the surveillance 
cameras that are not sophisti- 
cated spy equipment, but the 
same devices guarding stores and 
banks against theft. 

However, infrared monitors 


have been added to detect heat, 
so that the cameras would switch 
on if Iraq should test a missile at 
the Yawm Al Azim and Al Rafah 
sites south of Baghdad. 

Iraq says it intends to test 
missiles with ranges of no more 
*han 144 kilometres but the Un- 
ited Nations wants monitoring 
cameras to make sure longer- 
range or more powerful missiles 
cannot be tested at the site. 

One video and one still camera 
will be mounted on a pole at each 
site. The still camera will feed a 
picture every eight minutes to the 
U.N. office at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Baghdad. If U.N. experts want 
a detailed look at something in 
the still picture, they can then 
activate the video camera. The 
cameras also are protected 
against tampering. A motion cen- 
sor would set off an alarm at the 
Baghdad U.N. office. 

Now the only thing to work out 
is when, or if the cameras will be 
turned on. They won't be acti- 
vated until further technical dis- 
cussions in New York over the 
next two months. 

Among those details: How 
long it will take the Iraqis to dig a 
trench for cables ana provide 
telephone extensions from the 
missile test sites to the Sheraton, 
75 kilometres away. 




r 


,%*> V 


Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 27, 


Italy wants reduced 
U.N. role in Somalia 


PARMA (Agency) — Italian De- 
fence Minister Fabio Fabbri has 
called for a reduction in the milit- 
ary role of the United Nations in 
Somalia in order to “favour the 
political process.” 

He proposed this change of 
emphasis Sunday with a view to 
“keeping human losses to a mini- 
mum and not arousing tension 
with the local population.'* 

Mr. Fabbri, who was speaking 
□ear this northern Italian town, 
said Italy considered that “safe- 
guarding the image of the United 
Nations (is) of fundamental im- 
portance for. future international 
stability.” 

He said Italy was involved in 
developing the United Nations' 
intervention capabilities. 

Italy, which is the former colo- 
nial power m Somalia, became 
embroiled earlier this month in a 
row over the U.N. role in the 
country, allegedly failing to obey 
the U.S. command of military 
operations there. 

The Italian authorities have 
been concerned that under 
Washington's influence the U.N. 
has become more concerned with 
punishing warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed than with huma- 
nitarian work. 

In his speech Sunday, Mr. Fab- 
bri said the government was ex- 
pecting a “positive outcome from 
the closer working together under 
way in New York and Mogadishu 
on the relation between the milit- 
ary methods used and the in- 
tended aims.” 

The minister went on: “What 
counts is that the objectives of 
pacification and humanitarian aid 
be made central again to opera- 
tions in Somalia and that activi- 
ties of a military nature be re- 
duced simply to the means of 
achieving these ends.” 

Mr. Fabbri again denied sug- 
gestions that Italy ha(T dragged its 
heels with regard to U.N. military 
operations in Somalia, and de- 
tailed the Italian contingent's 
activities in the country. 

Ruehe meets troops 

Defence Minister Volker 
Ruehe Sunday welcomed Ger- 
man soldiers joining United Na- 
tions troops in Somalia, in the 
first deployment of German 
ground forces outside the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO). 

Mr. Ruehe met a convoy of 
armoured cars and trucks outside 
Beiet Huen, a north-central town . 
where the force of 1,700 will be ! 
complete by mid-August. 

The minister told reporters he 
made the hastily arranged visit to 
show Bonn's support for the 
troops despite a debate at home 
over whether the force, pledged 
to a non-combat role, should be 


recalled if it were dragged into 
fighting with Somali factions. 

An advance force set up the 
German base in May but the 
convoy marked the start of the 
main month-long deployment on 
a mission that is controversial in 
Germany for marking an end to 
Bonn's policy of military restraint 
since World War n. 

Mr. Ruehe arrived early on 
Sunday in Beiet Huen, a sandy, 
windy town near the Ethiopian 
border, chosen because it is free 
of the dashes between U.N. 
forces and Somali groups that 
have plagued the volatile capital 
of Mogadishu. 

After hearing a situation report 
from officers. Mr. Ruehe walked 
outside the camp, fortified by 
sand bags' and barbed wire, to 
shake hands with a group of 
about IS Somalis. 

“I am Volker Ruehe from Ger- 
many,” he told the visitors in 
English. A German officer 
added: “This is our defence 
minister. ” 

The convoy of 113 vehides and 
200 soldiers arrived late due to 
the poor dirt roads crossed on a 
two-day trek from Mogadishu, 
some 300 kilometres to the south. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s gov- 
ernment says Beiet Huen is 
peaceful but an opinion poll last 
week found 56 per cent of Ger- 
mans would want the troops 
brought home if they were drag- 
ged into combat. 

Mr. Kohl's Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU) have attacked the 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD) for resisting their efforts to 
give united Germany a wider 
military role in the world. 

SPD leaders have urged Ger- 
many to quit the Somalia mission 
as fighting has erupted in Moga- 
dishu between U.N. forces and 
gunmen loyal to General Aideed. 

Recent unrest in Somalia has 
claimed the lives of 35 
peacekeepers, four foreign jour- 
nalists and at least 120 Somalis. 

*$lm reward for Howe’ 

Gen. Aideed is offering SI 
million for the assassination of 
retired U.S. Admiral Jonathan 
Howe, the United Nations' spe- 
cial envoy to Somalia, according 
to Time magazine. 

In its Ang. 2 issue to be re- 
leased Monday, Time died the 
U.S. intelligence as the source for 
information about the plot 
against Adm. Howe, an out- 
spoken critic of Gen. Aideed. 

The United Nations has 
offered a 525,000 reward for in- 
formation leading to the capture 
of the Somali general, who has 
been held responsible for the 
killing of 24 Pakistani peacekeep- 
ers on June 5. 



HOMES IN RUINS: Two Lebanese villagers in- Monday’s Israeli attacks in South Lebanon (AFP 
spect the rubble of their home, destroyed in photo) 

Turks search for kidnapped tourists 


TATVAN, Turkey (Agencies) — 
Tur kish security forces continued 
Monday their search for four 
French tourists kidnapped near 
here by Kurdish rebels amid re- 
ports the hostages would be re- 
leased by their abductors within 
days. 

An official in this eastern Tur- 
kish town confirmed the search 
was continuing for the four, who 
were seized late Saturday by ab-’ 
out 15 Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) separatists from a coach 
carrying 25 French holidaymak- 
ers about 40 kilometres from 
here. 

The hostages’ Turkish guide 
Resit Gultekm told AFP in Ank- 
ara by telephone that the four 
would be released soon. 

Citing the kidnappers he said: 
“We belong to the PKK and<we 
will free them in four or five- 
days." 

Mr. Gultekin said about 15 
armed men and women had stop- 
ped the bus and carried out 
identity checks. 

He added: “Several armed 
men asked if there were police or 
military personnel in the bus.” 

Everyone was asked to get off 
the bus and four of the' French- 
men taken away. 

‘ Mr. Gultekin said: “After a 
moment be realised they ' had 
been kidnapped. Women started 
dying. We were seized by panic. 
The kidnappers were so calm that 
it all seemed like a joke.” 

He and the remainder of the 
group drove on to Van, the pro- 
vincial capital, where they alerted 


police. 

Most of the group wanted to 
continue with the three-week 
tour, Mr. Gultekin said, adding 
that he was waiting for clearance 
from an official of the tour com- 
pany concerned - 

The rebels, who included seven 
women, took to take to the hills 
when they spotted Turkish tanks 
and armoured cars nearby, a local 
official earlier told AFP. 

The French government 
branded the weekend kidnapping 
as “unacceptable” and reiterated 
warnings about travel in the area. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Richard Duque said a diplomat 
from the French embassy in Ank- 
ara had arrived m Tatvan to take 
part in efforts to get the four 
released quickly, calling the kid- 
napping “an unacceptable act.” 

But Mr. Duque noted that tour 
operators in France been official- 
ly warned several weeks ago by 
tire tourism ministry about the 
dangers of travel in southeastern 
Turkey. 

“We advised caution, indicat- 
ing that travel in that part of 
Turkey could involve risks,” he 
said. 

The four Frenchmen abducted 
were earlier named as Pierre Six 
(43) . Michel CoudTay (52), 
Robert Audoin (51), and Fer- 
nand Harow (66). 

Authorities in the southeastern 
town fo Diyarbaltir, the bead- 
craarters of the campaign a gains t 
the PKK, told a source Monday 
they had no new information as 
to the hostages’ whereabouts. 


Afghan border civilians mauled in Russian attacks 


By Terence White 

Agence France Presse 

AMU DARYA RIVER, 
Afghanistan — The Afghan 
woman recoiled as the camera 
flashed, and cried out in alarm, 
although the tom flesh around 
the gaping hole in her swollen 
right hand elicited not a whim- 
per of pain. 

“Don’t be afraid. It's not 
another explosion — the attack 
has finished," the woman lying 
next to her said. 

The floral-decorated Ted cot- 
ton sleeve of the second 
woman's dress was pulled back 
to expose the raw meat of 
another ugly wound, where 
another piece of flying rocket 
shrapnel had cut to the bone of 
her arm; a third woman had a 
similar thigh wound and a man 
had been hit in the arm. 

The four hapless civilians 
number among the 140-odd 
Afghans killed or wounded by 
Russian heavy artillery of 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) troops sta- 
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tioned on the other side of the 
Amu Darya River, which de- 
fines the international border 
between northern Afghanistan 
and the newly independent 
Centra] Asian republic of Ta- . 
jikistan. 

In Chah-i-Ab district of 
Takhar province. 550 
kilometres north by road from 
the Afghan capital Kabul, 10 
villages collectively known as 
Sampti have been singled out 
for a particularly heavy CIS 
rocket and mortar bombard- 
ment as well as tank and anti- 
aircraft heavy machinegun fire. 

In addition to the high civi- 
lian casualties and the many 
homes which have been par- 
tially destroyed or burnt in the 
bombardments, fields of wheat 
now under harvest have been 
set ablaze. 

“The Russians have chosen 
a cruel time for their attacks. It 
is more humane to kill the 
fanners outright than to burn 
their crops, for in this case 
nothing remains to sustain 
them tor the coming year,” 
noted Bashir Khanet, the 
Afghan commander in charge 
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of the border security regirtlent 
based in Chah-i-Ab. 

This district is inhabited 
mostly by Afghan Tajiks, and 
locals say the bombardment is 
the Russians’ way of warning 
them not to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Tajikistan, 
especially not to give support 
to the Tajik Islamic guerrillas 
fighting the Russian-backed 
ex-communist Tajik regime 
based in the capital Dushanbe. 

“The Russians can't stop the 
Tajiks from crossing into 
Afghanistan so they are 
punishing us instead,” said one 
Sampti local. 

When the attacks started in 
mid-July, Commander Bashir, 
who denied Afghanistan was 
aiding the Tajik rebels, said he 
had established radio contact 
with tbe Russians. 

Bashir said he reminded the 
Russians that their 10-year 
occupation of Afghanistan had 
ended in humiliating defeat — 
a lesson his men were prepared 
to dish out again if necessary. 

“What good are your 
Kalashnikovs against our 
tanks? What good are your 


anti-tank rockets against our 
Scud missiles? Commander 
Bashir quoted the Russians* 
stinging reply. 

Bashir said his men had not 
yet retaliated against the Rus- 
sian attacks, but were prepared 
to do so if ordered by the 
•government of the Islamic 
State of Afghanistan. 

“Our people are ready to 
kick the Russians back from 
the border. Wes are good swim- 
mers. We can cross the Amu 
Darya River and put mines 
under their tanks,” Bashir 
said. 

“We will not allow the Rus- 
sians to stay on the border,” he 
stressed. 

Bashir and his men fear that 
the Russians want to establish 
a demilitarised zone inside 
Afghanistan, in order to pre- 
vent the cross-border traffic of 
Tajiks, whether as refugees or. 
guerrilla fighters. 

“If we don't give them the 
proper reply, they will fulfill 
this plan,” said battalion com- 
mander Abdul Ahad of 
Sampti. 

To reach Sampti from Chah-i- 


Ab, Abdul Ahad's men must 
make a kidney-crushing two- 
hour jeep journey on a track 
which for the most part follows 
the running waters of a tribut- 
ary to the Amu Darya, and 
then hike through the moun- 
tains for three to four more 
hours. 

The 10 villages of Sampti, ! 
most of which have been 1 
evacuated by the locals, must | 
be entered under cover of 
darkness, although this is no 
guarantee of security. 

The Russians employ night- 
flying aircraft to drop as many 
as 40 clusters of 10 to 12 flares 
each — for a total of 400 
bright-burning flares at a time 
— to illuminate the border. 

In addition, they use a truck- 
mounted search-light, the 
powerful beam of which 
sweeps up and down the river 
at random, illuminating both 
sides of the border for the 
wateb-tower guards. 

‘The Russians are our his- 
torical enemies; they are look- 
ing for any pretext to attack us, 
and the current pretext is Ta- 
jikistan,” Bashir said. 


An official .of the French 
embassy in Ankara was expected 
to arrive in Van Monday. 

On July 5 PKK rebels seized a 
Briton and an Australian, David 
Rowbotbam and Tania Miller, as 
they cyded through tbe Tatvan 
area. 

In a statement released by pro- 
PKK sources in London, the re- 
bel organisation has demanded 
the implementation of a ceasefire 
before it releases Mr. Row- 
bothara and Ms. Miller. 

Tbe PKK has escalated its war 
against the Ankara government 
since the failure of its unilateral 
ceasefire, declared in March to 
produce what it would have re- 
garded as significant concessions 
from the authorities. Several hun- 
dred people have died in the past 
four months. 

Nearly 7,000 people have been 
killed since the PKK launched its 
insurrection in 1984. 

Fourteen people have been kil- 
led in Kurdish-related violence in 
southeast Turkey, security offi- 
cials said Monday. 

Four state-paid village guards 
and five PKK rebels were killed 
Sunday in a battle in Hakkari 
, province, Anatolia news agency 
said. 

Security officials said PKK 
raiders killed two children, a 
woman and a man in a rocket 
attack on Dogruyedi village in 
Bingol province Sunday night. 
Four villagers were wounded. 

In a separate attack, gunmen 
shot dead a villager near the town 
of Silvan. 


Kuwait says 
186 maids 
raped or 
kidnapped 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti official 
figures released this week show 
186 foreign domestic workers 
have been reported raped or kid- 
napped in tbe past 2Vz years, the 
vast majority by expatriates. 

The figures are contained in an 
Interior Ministry statement on 
the level of reported abuse of 
servants since the emirate’s 1991 
Gulf war liberation from Iraqi 
occupation. 

The statement was announced 
to parliament Saturday by In- 
terior Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud A1 Jaber A) Sabah in 
response to a formal question by 
deputy Abdul Mohsen Jamal. 

It said 145 maids were reported 
raped or kidnapped by expatriate 
employers, 22 by Kuwaiti em- 
ployers, seven by Kuwaitis who 
were not their employers and 12 
by unknown persons. Tbe state- 
ment did not elaborate on the 
kidnapping incidents. 

The statement said that at the 
end of May 1993 there were 
168,747 domestic servants in tbe 
country of 1.3 million people, 
most are believed to be from 
Asian countries. 

“There are cases in which 
servants are subjected to mis- 
treatment by their employers but 
they are very limited cases con- 
sidering the high number of ser- 
vants in the servants in the coun- 
try, the variety of their nationali- 
ties and those of their em- 
ployers,” the statement said. 

“The abuse takes many 
forms. Some is abuse of money 
and property and some is physical 
abuse. Some is violation of the 
integrity of tbe body such as 
rape," the statement said. 

The statement said 168 inci- 
dents of beating involving domes- 
tic workers bad been reported 
during the period. 

Ninety maids had been beaten 
by Kuwaiti employers, 48 had 
been beaten by foreign employers 
and one had been beaten by a 
Kuwaiti who was not her em- 
ployer. Twenty-nine employers 
were beaten by their domestic 
workers. 

Tbe statement said studies by 
international human rights 
groups on reported abuse of ser- 
vant^ in Kuwait had shown die 
phenomena in “a huge way which 
is not bom out by reality.” ■ 

Mr. Jamal said by telephone: 
“The reason why I directed this 
question is drat there was a 
rumour regarding abusing maids 
in Kuwait and I wanted to check 
bow true it was.” 

“According to the answer, .! 
toms out that this rumour has 
been exaggerated. Still, the phe- 
nomena has to be studied, be- 
cause it deals with human 
beings.” 

Kuwaiti officials say there has , 
been a sharp increase in crime by 
maids in Kuwait in recent years 
and tbeir foreign habits damaged 
the traditions and norms of 
Kuwaiti society. 

‘Arms deal controls’ 

Kuwait should make future 
arms contracts conditional upon 
disclosure by a selling country of 
commissions paid in any previous 
deals with the emirate, tbe speak- 
er of parliament said in remarks 
published Monday. The condi- 
tion was one of several measures 
Ahmad AJ Saadoun proposed the 
government take to end what the 
called commissions that encour- 
aged currupt arms deals, news- 
papers reported. Mr. Saadoun 
said countries entering into de- 
fence contracts with Kuwait 
would also have to agree to a 
clause calling for extra payment if 
Kuwait later found tbat they had 
kept secret previous commission 
payouts. In this case they would 
have to pay double the amount of 
the commission to the Kuwaiti 
government He reiterated 
accusations tbat illicit commis- 
sions bad been paid to third 
parties in defence sales. 
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Katyusha narrowly misses Israeli president 
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Bomb explodes in Egyptian city i 

TCM ATT TA Eevrrt fR) — A bomb exploded in a bus stati on in the- 

sfa 

went off bv mistake. But bus drivers on the scene said tney sawjr 
Sokted man tossing the bomb near a garbage dump ffi tfe 
SStak? immtmiately alerted the pohee and n»£ed«t 
their buses. The explosion caused slight damage m thestreet- 
KuSh Occurred at a time when the station was empty, the 
sources added. Two policemen and one militant were mjuredlasC 
W^d^in Isnailia when a crowd of militants threwbneks aig 
police and^po lice .fired shots to disperse them and rounded up 2? 
Muslim fundamentalists for questioning. The two incidents were 
the first reports of mifitant-related violence in 
the birthplace 60 years ago of Egypt s ^^dairtenfahst Muston 
Brotherhood. More than 170 people have been killed in pobticaj 
violence in Egypt over the last 18 months. 

Searing hot Bahrain feces possible power cuts 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain faced possible power cuttdue to heavy* 
use of air conditioners as combined heat and humidity seared the 
island, the Gulf Daily News said Monday. The apparent tempera-, 
rare — combining real temperature, humidity and wind speed — 
.soared to 53 Celshis (127 Fahrenheit) Saturday. The real tempera-, 
rare was 38 Celsius (100 Fahrenheit) in the shade, but most of 
Bahrain is in the sun. The newspaper said government officials 
appealed for conservation and warned of possible power cuts is 
demand soared to a new record of 901 megawatts Saturday, just 
shy of the capacity of 925 megawatts. Sunday’s peak demand 
dropped to 882 megawatts. & 

Beirut airport working normally 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Beirut’s international airport was working 
normally Monday with no flight cancellations reported despite 
Israeli air strikes across Lebanon that have killed at least 28 people 
since Sunday, officials said. Airport officials said no incoming of 
outgoing- flights were cancelled, in spite of the Israeli raids 
smashing into foe Naameh area, only 15 kilometres south 01 
Beirut. Flights in and out of Beirut at this time of year are normaHjf 
full of Lebanese emigres coming home for the summer holidays; 1 . 

Peres cancels French trip 

PARIS (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres hds 
cancelled an official visit to France due to begin Monday because of 
the Israeli military offensive in Lebanon, the Israeli embassy said 
here. At the same time the French foreign ministry called on Israel 
to end the military operation against Lebanon, saying there wastfo 
justification for foe attacks which put foe Middle East peace talks' 
at risk. Mr. Peres had - been scheduled to meet with President 
Francois Mitterrand and Foreign Minister Alain Juppe during foe* 
48-hour visit. French foreign ministry spokesman Richard Duque 
meanwhile said the Israeli operation was an attack on ‘*11)6 
sovereignty of Lebanon and risked jeopardising the Middle East" 
peace process” and should stop “as soon as possible.” France 
“believed that a military operation on this scale could not be 
justified and regrets tbe number of innocent civilian victims since 
Sunday,” Mr. Duque told foe daily ministry press briefing. 

Gunmen kill Palestinian in South Lebanonf 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Hooded gunmen shot dead a Palestinian 
official in a South Lebanon refugee camp Sunday, security sources 
said. They said Toufic Mansor from foe Damascus-based Popular 
Front for foe Liberation of Palestine was gunned down n 'Am AJ 
Hflweh camp. A civilian woman was wounded in the attack. Tbe 
motive behind the killing was not immediately known. 

U.N. inspects Iraqi refugees in Iran 

NICOSIA _(R) — U.N. officials inspected more than 3,000 refugees 
who fled from southern Iraq to Iran, where two babies died of 
disease at foe weekend, Iran’s IRNA news agency said Monday. 
The deaths were the first reported by Iran among the refugees who 
have walked or sailed through marshes for several days to reach 
Iran and escape what the Iraqi opposition called “genoddal attack” 
from the Iraqi army Officials from the Tehran office of the U.N. 

C^mmjssioner for Refugees said after talking to the refugees 
TKNA wid 011 ^ SCnd thCm f00d ’ medicine and clothes this week, 

U.N. says 13 troops hurt during Cyprus protest 

^ w £! ged restraint »n Cyprus Monday and 
said 1J or its troops had been injured at the weekend when 

Turkish troops guarding the occupied north. 
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ome News 


The BMW 5 Series has, yet again, 
been voted as Best Car in the World,, in the 
luxury midsize class. Every year, the read- 
ers of auto motor und sport, one of Eu- 
rope's leading car magazines, continue to 
place it in the lead. This year, for the fifth 


consecutive time, the BMW 5 Series reigns 
supreme. 

The BMW 5 Series’ reputation is one 
that is justly earned. This is an automobile 
of precision, and intelligent application of 
innovations. Excellent performance and 


quality combined with impeccable styling 
make it the supreme business class auto- 
mobile. 

The BMW 5 Series. Because there’s 
nothing more satisfying than a winning 
investment. 


Featured above: The BMW 540i. 


THE ULTIMATE DRIVINC MACHINE 


Official urges industries 
to focus on quality 
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TOWARDS NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE: Prime Minis, 
ter Abdul Salam A) Nfatfali Monday urges the Ministry of Health to 
speed up I be im plementation of a national comprehensive health 
insurance system. Speaking during an inspection visit to tbe 
ministry. Dr. MajaO himself a physician, said such a system should 
cqjoy independent m anag em ent and seek to provide health benefits 
for i0 Jordanian citizens. The premier also cautioned health 
officials to take necessary procedures to end drag wastage at 
hospitals and government-run health centres. Re noted that 
ministry warehouses should have sufficient stocks of drugs to last 
at least four months. Addressing a meeting attended bv Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas and senior ministry officials. Dr. 
Mqjali stressed tbe need for close cooperation with other concerned 
government departments. Dr. Malhas said the ministry recently 
formed a special committee to prevent any wastage of drags. He 
also noted that the Health Ministry and the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) have reached an agreement on organising a 
afoited ambu la nce service to prevent duplicating services and save 
:pubJic foods (Petra photo) 
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HOWE NEWS IN BRIEF 

Regent congratulates Azerbaijan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, Monday sent a cable to Azeri President Gaidar 
Aliyev congratulating him in his name and on behalf of the 
Jordanian people and government on Azerbaijan's independence 
day. Prince Hassan wished Mr. Aliyev continued good health and 
happiness and the Azeri people further progress and prosperity. 

Agriculture minister receives Iraqi counterpart 

■AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Marwan Kama! 
Monday received in his office Iraqi Minister of Agriculture and 
' a )y)gation Abdul Wahab Al Sabbagh who arrived in Amman 
Sunday on his way to Khartoum. Dr. Kama! and Dr. Sabbagh 
discussed Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation. The meeting was attended 
by Secretary General of the Ministry of Agriculture Ghaleb Abu 
-Urabi and Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan Nouri Ismail Al Weis. 

Mafraq to open school for deaf 

■MAFRAQ (Petra) — The Mafraq Social Development Depart- 
iment Monday decided to open a school for the mentally retarded 
and the deaf in the governorate, according to Director of the 
Department Ahmad Shudeifat. Mr. Shudeifat said the school will 
start operation at the beginning of the next scholastic year. 

Arab agriculture official to arrive for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Arab Agricultural 
Development Organisation Yahya Bakour will arrive in Amman 
Tuesday pn a threestyy, visit to Jordan as part of a tour of several 
Arab countries. Dr. Bakour will .’.hold talks with Jordanian 
officials on agricultural development projects • and boosting 
existing cooperation between Jordan and the organisation. 


AMMAN (Petra) Jordan last 
year imported S3 billion worth of 
goods while its exports of nation- 
al products reached SI .25 billion, 
according to Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Secretary General 
Marwan Awad. 

"There is urgent need for the 
local industries to focus on pro- 
ducing high-quality products that 
meet international standards and 
specifications, so that they can 
market national products 
abroad," said Mr. Awad at the 
opening of a meeting called to 
discuss metrology in Jordan. The 
meeting was organised in coop- 
eration with the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry and the German 
Agen cy fo r Technical Coopera- 
tion (GTZ). 

“Foreign countries importing 
our proudets are not satisfied by 
mere assurances that the ex- 
ported Jordanian commodity is of 
good quality and they subject 
every item to tests to ensure that 
it is of the required standard and 
specification," said Mr. Awad. 

He told the meeting, the fifth 
of its kind so far to be organised 
by the ministry, that the Ministry 


of Industry and Trade has recent- 
ly installed special equipment to 
monitor local factories’ com- 
pliance with standards and speci- 
fications, said Mr. Awad. 

A total of 120 engineers from 
the private and public sectors 
took part in the one-day meeting, 
organised under a Jordanian- 
German programme for the de- 
velopment of national standards 
and specifications. 

Math Matthias Meyer, counsel- 
lor at the German Embassy in 
Amman, outlined the main aims 
of the Jordanian-German stan- 
dards and specifications project, 
saying that it is designed to boost 
Jordanian exports to world mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Meyer also reviewed 
German-Jordanian technical 
cooperation in agriculture, rural 
development, vocational train- 
ing, water and industry. 

According to Engineer Hassan 
Saoudi, head of the ministry's 
Specifications and Standards De- 
partment, the seminar was part of 
the ministry's ongoing efforts to 
improve the quality of industrial 
products. 


Minister demands immediate action 
to curb cement factory pollution 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

ft M ACOR at 25," in celebration of 25 years of wchaeologkaJ 
research In Jordan, al the American Center of Oriental 
Research. 

ir Art exhibition by Syrian artist Sakhr Farzat at the Balka Art 
Gallery, Fuheis City. 

it Exhibition of a new collection of art works by Princess Wjjdan 
Ail at The Gallery, Hotel Jordan InterContinental. 

it Exhibition of paintings and ceramics by All Al Mi’ mar, Hazem 
Al Zu’bi, Abdul Raonf Sham'oun and Jalal Ureiqat at 
Estibeelia Art Gallery, 6th Circle, Amra Shopping Centre. 

it Art exhibition by Rana Dia and Mohammad Kadoami at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of British Archaeological projects in Jordan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

ft Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “The Criticism of Arab Political 
Thought" by Mohammad Kishly at the Abdul Hameed 
Shaman Foundation at 6:30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

^ Concert by the Amman players' orchestra at 8 p.m. at the 
British Council. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

ft Arabic^ recital at the.jtoyal Cultural Centre at 590 p.m. 

it Concert by Jordanian singer Usama labour at the Southern 
Theatre of Jerash at 830 p.m. .. . . . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Mohammad 
Mahdi Farhan Monday instructed 
Jordan Cement Factories Com- 
pany (JCFC) to take immediate 
measures io curb atmospheric 
pollution caused by cement dust 
and smoke emanating from its 
factory in Fuheis. 

‘The situation is very serious 
and poses direct danger to tbe 
local inhabitants’ lives,” the 
minister said at a meeting. 

The Fuheis cement factory was 
built 40 years ago when the town 
had few inhabitants living away 
from the site of the factory. The 
town has since expanded signifi- 
cantly and its buildings are within 
the vicinity of the factory. Mr. 
Farhan said at the meeting which 
was called to discuss pollution 
from cement dust. 

Two German experts in the 
cement industry, representatives 
of several concerned departments 
as well as tbe Presidem of the 
Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN), Anis 
Muasher, Senate Member Laila 
Sharaf and Engineer Hatem 
Halawani, the factory manager, 
were present at the meeting. 

"Measures should be taken im- 
mediately to deal with the pollu- 
tion in Fubeis,” said Mr. Farhan. 
adding that the present level of 


pollution from cement dust in the 
town's atmosphere is nearly dou- 
ble that of the acceptable stan- 
dards in European countries. 

For his part. Mr. Halawani 
outlined the factory’s efforts to 
reduce the amount of cement 
dust falling from the chimneys to 
a minimum. He said that foreign 
experts have been invited by the 
factory to help it minimise the 
amount of falling cement dust. 

Hie German experts had sug- 
gested that the factory insulate 
itself from the rest of the town by 
setting up a "buffer zone” at least 
500 metres wide while studies 
continue to introduce other and 
more effective measures to stem 
the source of pollution. 

The Fuheis residents ‘ sent a 
petition to the Lower House of 
Parliament and the Prime Minis- 
ter earlier this year urging im- 
mediate government intervention 
to deal with the harmful effects of 
cement pollution. 

RSCN President, Mr. 
Muasher, reviewed, the problems 
affecting the environment in Jor- 
dan as a result of the cement dust 
spewing up from the Fuheis fac- 
tory chimneys and the Rasha- 
diyeh Cement Plant in Southern 
Jordan. 

“Not only dust but also smoke 
continues to rise from these fac- 
tories, heavily polluting the 


atmosphere and affecting the 
town of Fuheis and the southern 
wild life reserve of Dana near the 
City of Tafileh, said Mr. Muasher. 

Similar efforts had been con- 
templated by earlier governments 
including that former Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
when then Minister of Industry 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour 
stressed that the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company exert stre- 
nuous efforts at the sites of its two 
factories ins Fuheis and Rasha- 
diyeb. to. combat environmental' 
pollution. 

In March Dr. Ensour said the 
company's efforts come in imple- 
mentation of directives issued By 
His Majesty King Hussein to give 
more attention to environmental 
problems. He said the ministry, 
the municipalities and the com- 
pany understand the need to 
address environmental pollution, 
pointing out that any effort to 
tackle this problem will be diffi- 
cult and costly. 

Speaking about the company's 
drive to tackle environmental 
pollution, he said the company is 
carrying out a JD 35 million 
programme in Al Fuheis and Al 
Rashadiyeh areas. 

During the first stage of the 
programme, Dr. Ensour said, JD 
10 million will be spent on install- 
ing dust filters, and the second 


stage will entail launching a pub- 
lic awareness campaign. 

He stressed that the Cabinet 
has decided to adhere to this 
programme to ensure that it is 
fully implemented. The minister 
explained that the Cabinet’s 
stand is based on its belief that 
the industrial sector should be 
supported because of its positive 
role in the national economy and 
at the same time the negative 
aspects resulting from industries 
should be tackled and stemmed. 

At that time, Mr. Halawani 
said that the company had re- 
tained experts from international 
organisations and companies 
manufacturing dust filters, as well 
as consultancy firms specialised in 
the cement industry to study the 
situation and present recom- 
mendations to solve any pollution 
problems resulting from factor- 
ies. 

Mr. Halawani said the cost of 
urgently needed projects amount 
to JD 8.5 million, including mod- 
ernising its filters and purchasing 
new ones. 

When the company increases 
its production capacity. he said, 
these costs will rise to JD 10.4 
million. 

The cost of secondary projects 
stands at JD 6.5 million, he 
added. 


Western Asia unemployment chronic — ESC WA 


AMMAN (Petra) — The unem- 
ployment rate is chronic in the 
countries of the Western Asia 
region, currently affecting 10 to 
20 per cent of their combined 
total workforce, according to the 
executive secretary of the Econo- 
mic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA). 

Nearly all these countries lack 
the proper means to measure and 
assess the exact rates of unem- 
ployment among their respective 
workforce and tbeir statistical 
systems have failed to obtain 
reliable figures, said ESCWA Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Sabah Bakjaji 
Monday at the opening of a four- 
day seminar organised to focus on 
the problem of unemployment 
and poverty in the Western Asia 
region. 

Most Arab states are repre- 
sented at the meeting which is 
discussing unemployment issues, 
returning workers from the Gulf 
crisis, the relationship between 
unemployment and poverty, eco- 
nomic restructuring programmes 


Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz (seepnd from right) Monday 
addresses the opening session of a seminar on unemployment and 
poverty in the Western Asia region (Petra photo) 


and economic reform. 

Case studies under scrutiny are 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, 
Yemen and the Israeli-occupied 
Palestinian lands, according to 
ESCWA. 

“We hope that this meeting 
would give the participants suffi- 
cient opportunity, to delve jpip 
these issues and team up with 
ESCWA to arrive at solutions,” 
said Dr. Bakjaji. 


It is also hoped that the out- 
come of this meeting would re- 
flect a united Arab stand on 
social problems to be submitted 
to the international conference to 
be held in Denmark, added Dr. 
Bakjaji. 

.The -Denmark meeting, ex-, 
ppeted jui March 1994,. will; 
address employment as a means:- 
of reducing the effects of poverty; 
and improving the status of socie- 


ty world-wide. Dr. Bakjaji ex- 
plained. — 

The meeting was opened by 
Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz 
who said unemployment is closely 
linked to the high population 
growth rates in the countries of 
the Western Asia. 

More births mean more people 
entering the labour market, in- 
cluding those with college educa- 
tion, the minister said. 

He said expanding higher 
education without linking it to the 
needs of the local markets contri- 
buted to the present high rate of 
unemployment among educated 
youth. 

Dr. Fariz urged the concerned 
authorities to search diligently for 
effective measures that would re- 
duce unemployment rates and 
deal with social and economic 
problems. 

The participants to the semi- 
nar, at the Amra Hotel, are 
specialised in socio-economic 
issues or representatives of major 
organisations in the Arab World. 
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The language of war 

FOR THE second consecutive day Monday, Israel 
continued to wreak havoc on the cities and villages of 
Lebanon. To say that this new Israeli offensive will 
undermine the peace process is an understatement. 
The aggression, nqjnstified despite all the explanations 
that the Israeli propaganda machine is offering, 
exposes the true face of the Israeli policies and 

r roaches in the region: Thai of an aggressor deaf to 
calls of reason and unwilling to trade guns for 
dialogue. 

Israel should stop its hostilities on Lebanon not just 
out fear of another “Lebanon morass*’ or in order not 
to destroy the peace talks. It should do so because the 
fd&Kng of Lebanese and Palestinian civilians is an act of 
terrorism that the world should condemn and because 
the virions cycle of violence that It is en gulfing the area 
wfll save neither the Arabs nor the Israelis. 

Tension in South Lebanon is not the outcome of a 
tow Katyusha missiles that the Lebanese resistance 
Bred on the occupiers of their land. It is the inevitable 
consequence of a situation that Israel first created by 
occupying Lebanese territory and then made worse by 
Bring it as a platform to intimidate the Lebanese 
people. There is one way to end tins situation. It is for 
Israel to withdraw its troops from an area that they 
have no business bring in. 

By refusing to end its occupation of Lebanon, and 
indeed other Arab territories, Israel is strengthening 
the causes of the warmongers on both sides of the 
divide. The concept of Arab-Israeli peace can never 
sink in among people who continue to see their loved 
ones failing victim to the military might of Israel. 
ZfooBts who reject peace with the Arabs would argue 
more strongly that Israel can rely on its military 
superiority to force its terms on the Arabs. That, by 
any serious standard, is a recipe for continued war 
that Israeli policy is promoting. 

“Do we bear children so that they can be lulled?” 
the Jerusalem Post quoted an Israeti woman as saying 
when she saw an Israeli wounded man carried out of a 
building hit by a Katyusha. No, she doesn’t. 

And it is the Israeli leaders who have to answer to 
her and to thousands of Palestinian and Lebanese 
women who have had to struggle with the same 
question for Ear too long. The deaths fit Arabs and 
Israelis are tragedies for which onty Israel is responsi- 
ble. It is Israel which started the violence and it is 
Israel which can stop iL 

No amount of Israeli fire can deter the Lebanese 
re s i st an c e from fighting to liberate their land. This is 
the reality that Israel should accept to understand and 
accordingly end the violence by recalling its troops 
home. This is the reality that UJS. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher too should have on mind when he 
tours the regkm later next week. 

Occupation is the cause of all the bloodshed in the 
Middle East. If America wants peace in the region, it 
should work to end it, and end it fast. 


The View From Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


JORDAN HAS strongly condemned Israel’s fresh attacks on 
Lebanon which caused widespread destruction and loss of 
innocent life and demanded a halt to these acts of aggression, said 
Al Ra’i daily Monday. The paper said that Jordan’s voice was 
expressed by Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majati who 
reiterated the Kingdom’s total commitment to peace arid called 
for the world community to bring about an end to the sufferings of 
the people in the Arab region. The prime minister, said the paper, 
has described the escalation in Israel’s war activities in Lebanon 
and the extensive raids on the Syrian, Lebanese and Palestinian 
positions as undermining the peace efforts before a tour of the 
region by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher. Indeed, 
said the paper, such aggression can only undermine the stability 
and security of the whole region and the continued occupation of 
Lebanon can only provoke violence and counter violence from 
both sides. The perpetuation of occupation and die continuous 
acts of aggression clearly prove that Israel is obsessed by its racist 
and expansionist policies, is determined to defy the international 
legitimacy and is not interested in the establishment of peace, the 
paper continued. The paper called on Arab countries to adopt a 
unified stand and take collective action, on all fronts and through 
all possible means, to stem Israel's arrogance and its evil plots 
against the Arab Nation. 

COMMENTING ON Israel's renewed acts of aggression on 
Lebanon, a columnist in Al Dnstour said that Lebanon and all the 
resistance forces in the south of the country have the legitimate 
right to fight occupation and defend the Arab homeland. 
Mohammad Kawash said that Israel is using the peace negotia- 
tions with the Arabs to protect itself in the face of any 
condemnation or criticism for pursuing its aggression on Leba- 
non. One i an only express regret over the Arab World’s stand 
'vith regai ;1 to the aggression and continued occupation of South 
Lebanon the Arab countries are satisfied with issuing state- 
ments comM ;nning the Israeli practices but not lifting a finger to 
deal with f- • situation, said the writer. In view of the situation, 
the writer i . 1 he did not expea the Arab parties to the peace 
talks to aba - -m their meetings with the Israelis because they are 
not eoncerm v with what is happening in South Lebanon. But, he 
said, it sho 1 ' ; be emphasised that resistance activity in the 
occupied ierr :i ries is the right of the local population who will no 
doubt intensilv heir daring attacks on Israel until it withdraws its 
troops from V region. 


Riding the confederal roller coaster once again 

. . ..... i Thic not necessarily th 


The on -again, off-again confederal embrace between Jordan and 
Palestine appears on again these days, which is a good thing in my 
view. Yet, the issue is complex and sensitive and if it is to be done 
right, the process and nature of confederation must be 
approached in a far more diligent and democratic manner than 
has been the case to date. 

The modern legacy of Jordan/Palestine is an erratic record of 
unity and separation that reflected the rigours of 20th century 
Levantine political history, including; the post-1950 unity of the * 
two banks of the Jordan, the occupation of the West Bank/Gaza 
in 1967, the proposition of the United Arab Kingdom in the early 
1970s, confederal suggestions in the early 1980s, the joint 
Palestinian- Jordanian agreement of 1985, the Palestine National 
Council’s official approval of confederal links with Jordan, the 
Jordanian disengagement from Palestine in 1988, the subsequent 
Jordanian official recognition of the state of Palestine, and, now, 
the renewed talks for confederal ties. 

Three particular points strike me as important in today’s 
context: the many bonds favouring confederation, the political 
dictates that drive the current confederal urges and the manner in 
which confederal ties may be achieved. 

1) The fact of confederation is both logical and natural, given 
the small size of both entities, their many vulnerabilities and the 
strong bonds that have been established between both peoples in 
the last century (not to mention the even more powerful ancient 
historical/cultural forces that make confederation compelling). It 
would be a historical anomaly, and an almost impossible 
nation-building challenge, for- Jordan and Palestine to tty to 
develop as independent states separated by the sorts of borders 
and socio-economic barriers that define relations among most 
Arab countries. 

Clearly, there is strength in numbers. Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians are more likely to assure a decent future for their people if 
they work hand-in-hand. This is especially true in terms of natural 
resources, transport and communication links, water, and econo- 
mies of scale. 

2) The motives for confederation, however, are as important as 
the factors that will determine it. I am sceptical of confederal 
arrangements that are driven by short-term diplomatic goals, as 
may be the case at present. We passed through this route in the 
1980s, when confederal ties were mooted as a means of 
responding to the Reagan Plan and other American initiatives. 
The unspoken rationale and urgency for confederation, in the 
view of some but not ail people, is that it would respond to 
Israeli-American concerns about an independent Palestinian 
state. 

Confederation must reflea the historical and sodo-economic 
realities of Palestine/Jordan and the human and political identity 
of both peoples. Its primary goal and impetus must be to assure 
the well-being of Jordanians and Palestinians and not to assuage 
the emotional frenzy and historical delinquencies of Israelis, 
Americans and other guilty parties. One of the most compelling 
lessons of our very ancient history in this region is that local 
geo-strategic arrangements that are devised by foreign powers, or 
on the basis of criteria those powers set for us, cannot and do not 
endure. 

3) The way to overcome such potential pitfalls is to go about the 
business of confederation in a far more open and diligent manner 
than bad been done in die past. This is not relevant tinly to 


Jordanian- Palestinian ties, but also to the attempts to unify, 
confederate or integrate that have been made by scores ot Arab 
states in the last half a century. Not a single attempt at intra-Arab 
national integration or unity has Lasted for more than a few years, 
or gone beyond surface niceties, because the process of unifica- 
tion has always been flawed. (I do not count the so far successful 
unification of Yemen in this respea because the division of 
Yemen into two states was historically abnormal, and therefore 
the reunification was inevitable). 

In all recent cases where Arab states have tried to integrate 
their resources and systems, the decisions were always made 
unilaterally by political leaderships that did not consult their 
people. Though grassroots support for pan- Arab integration 
remains strong, we have not seen a single case this century of 
unity that was brought about from the bottom up — i.e. by the 
people and by popular organisations setting the terms for unity 
and therefore establishing a strong foundation upon which the 
political leaderships could then build a lasting structure. This 
applies to Jordan/Palestine as well as to many other cases of 
unsuccessful Arab integration (Iraq/Syria, Libya/Egypt, Sudan/ 
Egypt, Jordan/Syria, Egypt/Syria, Libya/Sudan, etc.). 

“Confederation must reflect the historical 
and socio-economic realities of Palestine/ 
Jordan and the human and political identi- 
ty of both peoples . Its primary goal and 
impetus must be to assure the well-being of 
Jordanians and Palestinians, and not to 
assuage the emotional frenzy and historical 
delinquencies of Israelis, Americans and 
other guilty parties.” 

The current Jordanian/Palestinian confederal discussions are an 
opportunity therefore, to achieve three related aims: to develop 
stronger bilateral relations that serve the mutual interests of both 
people; to reverse the last century's pattern of indigenous national 
configurations that respond to foreign interests more than they 
respond to the interests of the indigenous Arab/Islamic people of 
this region; and to strike a powerful blow for the concept of 
Arab/1 sJ am ic pluralistic democracy that must become the defining 
feature of Jordan and Palestine alike. 

The specific suggestion 1 would make today is that we should 
radically reassess the institutional and political arrangements in 
place for agreeing on confederation between Jordan and Pales- 
tine. The six committees of ministers and senior officials that are 
now working on the subjea represent a continuation of the erratic 
political gyrations of the past — a top-heavy mode of political 
decision-making that has made the people dizzy with on-again, 
off-again confederal journeys that threaten to become a perma- 
nent historical roller coastef. 

In their institutional totality and their political symbolism, the 
committees of Palestinian and Jordanian officials perpetuate a 
failed and wearisome legacy of top-heavy decision-making that 
has not brought Palestinians and Jordanians the national well- 
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The people of Jordan and Palestine must be consulted about 
the nature and aims of the confederation now ^ng proposed. 
The people of Jordan and Palestine must provided! the Ptmtary 
inpufcsto a political process that may determine the fate of our 
children and grandchildren for generations » ««"»- M any 
important and Snsitive questions must be .answered: What do nve 
mean by confederation? Why do we want it? How will we express 
“our distinct characteristics, while bonding together in those many 
areas where we form a single entity? How do we work out the 
question of a single representation of the larger confederated 
unity? How do we address the legitimate fears and concerns of 
folks on both sides? How can this confederation be established so 
that it could expand in future to include other component parts, 
and is such a future expansion desirable? 

I believe that such momentous decisions should be made by the 
broadest possible cross section of Jordanians and Palestinians, 
rather than only by committees of bureaucrats/poiiticians who 
encapsulate some of the most glaring qualitative failures of 
modern Arab history. To give these two sectors responsibility for 
working out the articles of confederation between Jordan and 
Palestine strikes me as antiquated, cruel and faint-hearted. 

We would look rather foolish, in the eyes of history as well as in 
the eyes of our children, if we -go though another routine exercise 
of exdted confederal discussions only to abandon the process a 
few months or years down the road, as has happened throughout 
this century. It is time we rid ourselves of the baggage of failed old 
ways and live up to the full promise of our contemporary 
democratic instincts. 

© 1993 Rami G. Khouri 
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Handover delay likely 
Nigeria analysts say 


Real talks 


TWENTY ONE months have 
gone by since Madrid. After 10 
rounds of exhausting and frustrat- 
ing talks, the peace negotiations 
in Washington are stuck at a 
critical stage: the search for a 
joint Israeli-Palestinian declara- 
tion of principles defining the 
purpose of the talks. 

If the matter were not so se- 
rious, it would be funny. The 
present crisis is not over anything 
substantive or new; rather it is the 
third attempt to draft a comprom- 
ise document on the purpose of 
the negotiations. 

The first was 15 years ago, at 
Camp David. Discussions at the 
time on a document of principles 
for an Israeli-Egyptian peace in- 
cluded a general '‘framework" 
for an overall Israeli-Arab agree- 
ment, including one with the 
Palestinians (namely, an interim 
phase of five years of a self- 
governing authority in the terri- 
tories administered by Israel, and 
talks beginning in the third year 
to determine in the third year to 
determine the final status of those 
territories). 

The second attempt came after 
the Gulf war, when former U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
came to the region and shuttled 
among the capitals until agree- 
ment was reached on the nego- 
tiating format which was festively 
launched at the Royal Palace in 
Madrid. 

And now, for 21 months, we 
have been trying to redraft the 
framework for negotiations. 

Perhaps we are doing the pro- 
cess an injustice; at every one of 


By Shlomo Gazit 

the three occasions cited, the 
attempt was made to slightly 
broaden what was agreed upon in 
the previous relevant document. 
But real, practical, negotiations 
— discussions on the issues them- 
selves — have not yet begun. 

Not only has there been no 
progress, but the feeling of frus- 
tration and disappointment on 
both sides has increased. 

Going through President Ezer 
Weizman's book. The Fight for 
Peace, in which he describes the 
talks with Egypt in 1977-79, one 
reads about the military negotiat- 
ing delegation which he headed 
and which arrived in Egypt about 
a month after Anwar Sadat’s his- 
toric visit to Jerusalem- 
After a brief courtesy meeting 
with Sadat at his villa at Ismailiya 
on the banks of the Canal, the 
first talks were held. The Egyp- 
tian delegation was headed by the 
war minister, Gen. Ahmed 
Gamas&i, the Israelis were led by 
Defence Minister Weizman. 

Mr. Weizman was surprised: 
"They got straight to the point, 
without any delay over marginal 
details ...whenever I returned to 
discuss a detail, Gamassi backed 
up, saying 'We want to talk about 
immediate peace, it has to be a 
full, real peace ...everything that 
you want.’ At that stage, it was 
clear beyond any doubt: the 
Egyptians were striving for a goal ■ 
we had never dared to think 
about; we had thought foil peace 
was a matter for the coming 
generations.” 

What characterised the success 
of those talks were four dements; 


— they were held without any 
media coverage; 

— they did not include jurists 
and diplomats; 

— there was no third party 
present; 

— not a minute was wasted on 
discussing an agenda, a format, a 
procedure — it was a purposeful, 
frank discussion on the issues 
themselves. 

Today, we are conducting 
negotiations as though their pur- 
pose was not to reach an Israeli- 
Palestinian peace (or an rsraeli- 
Syrian one); we are talking with 
the object of drafting a legal 
document in which we would 
emerge the winner in a future 
trial to determine who had 
breached the agreement. 

We need a conceptual change, 
a totally different approach; the 
goal should dictate to the parties 
how to approach a dialogue. 

The present sense of dis- 
appointment embraces all three 
parties involved: Israel, the 
Palestinians and the U.S. admi- 
nistration. All of us involved in 
the Israeli-Arab conflia have rich 
experience in contacts and nego- 
tiations. 

Are the parties really not cap- 
able of learning from the en- 
deavours that succeeded? 

The writer, a former head of 
military intelligence, is a senior 
research fellow at the Jaffee Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies of Tel 
Aviv University, This article is 
reprinted from the Jerusalem 
Post. 


LAGOS — Another delay looks 
likely in Nigeria's halting, six- 
year march towards civilian rule, 
analysts have said. 

They said military President 
Ibrahim Babangida's annulment 
of last month’s presidential poll, 
which business tycoon Moshood 
Abiola says he won, and opposi- 
tion to a new vote from Mr. 
Abiola’s party made the general's 
Aug. 27 promised handover 
doubtful. 

"No one realistically believes a 
new election can be conduaed in 
the next 33 days when it took 
more than three months to con- 
duct the one that was cancelled,” 
'one said. 

‘*An extension of the transition 
programme now seems like one 
way out,” he added. 

A group of northern profes- 
sionals calling themselves the 
Committee for the Survival of 
Democracy in Nigeria called 
Saturday for civilian rule to be 
delayed until Dec. 31. 

Analysts said the group. a 
counter to the Lagos-based cam- 
paign for democracy which orga- 
nised the protests two weeks ago 
over the poll cancellation, was 
made up of people dose to some 
members of the military regime. 

Tension has been high in 
Nigeria since Gen. Babangida 
cancelled the June 12 poll, which 
foreign and local observers said 
was free and fair. 

One newspaper reported Sun- 
day under a banner headline that 
families were fleeing to their 
home areas. 

“Non-indigenes in a number of 
Slates, particularly Lagos, Niger, 
Sokoto and Kaduna, have sent 
their wives and children back to i 
the villages, fearing for their safe- 
ty should there be any further 
demonstrations,” the Sunday 
Champion said. 

The military insists on a fresh 
election to choose Gen. Babangi- 
da's successor, Mr. Abiola’s So- i 
rial Democratic Party (SDP) has . 
vowed it would not take part. Its i 
sole rival, the National Republi- | 
can Convention (NRC) says it 

will. 

On Friday, both parties finally 
met the electoral commission to 
discuss a tightly-packed time- 
table for a new poll on Aug. 14. 
The only outcome was to sche- 
dule more talks. 

SDP leaders said their presence 
at Friday’s talks did not mean it 
would change its position on a 
fresh election. 

"We are here to reemphasise 
the stand of the SDP that there 
will be no meaningful election 


By James Jukwey 
Reuter 

between now and Aug. 27," party 
Giairman Tony Anenih said at 
the meeting. 

Under the eleaoral commis- 
sion’s proposed new time-table, 
the two parties were to submit the 
credentials of their new candi- 
dates Monday, a deadline 
analysts said was impossible be- 
cause the parties have not yet 
even agreed to the new poll. 

They said it was more likely 
other solutions to the crisis may 
have to be found and point to a 
well-publicised meeting held Fri- 
day between Gen. Babangida and 
Nigeria's 91 elected senators. 

"That meeting is the first be- 
tween the legislature and the 
president since the crisis began 
and that is significant," said a 
senior government official in the 
capita] Abuja. 

Gen. Babangida and the sena- 
tors agreed to further consulta- 
tions later this week on the 
political crisis. 

Political sources said the sena- 


tors resolved to find ways to 
break the deadlock, including 
considering the possibility of an 
electoral college by the- national^ 
assembly to select a president^ 1 
the fresh election could not taftfe 
place. 

But the source said it was 
unlikely the military would buy 
such an idea since it turned down 
its own suggestion of an interim 
government two weeks ago. 

Gen. Babangida himself told 
the senators at Friday’s meeting that 
"holding fresh elections is the 
only option conceivable in view 
of the annulment of the June 
election.” 

“No other mode for selecting 
the president of Nigeria's third 
republic will be proper and 
acceptable,” he added. 

Analysts said with no going 
back on the annulment and the 
time to organise a fresh election jh 
fast running out. another ext ertlfi 
sion of the transition programme * 
was quite likely. 
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ACOR marks 25th year in Jordan 


lhe 'Suit, 
year’ 






By Jennifer Humana eh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Archaeological 
research into the region ra« of 
the Jordan River took hold 
with American and European 
explorers of the 19th century, 
and an organisation. 


sjq. \ ^ ana an organisation, which 
ytho!^ ^perhaps can, at least theoreti- 
cally, trace its roots back ro 
those days, will Tuesday cele- 
brate 25 years of concrete work 
in the Kingdom. 

The institute is the Amer- 
ican Centre of Oriental Re- 
search (ACOR), "a private, 
international, non-profit 
academic institution dedicated 
to promoting research and 
publication in the Reids of 
archaeology, anthropology, 
history, languages, biblical stu- 
dies, Arabic and Islamic stu- 
dies and other aspects of Near 
Eastern studies. 1 ’ 

In preparation for the event. 
Pot which will be marked over two 
isg$ days, ACOR has published 
**ACOR: The First 25 Years," 
an illustrated book that first 
takes the reader through the 
130 years of American re- 
search in Jordan, from 1838 to 
1968. This section briefly de- 
scribes the work of some of the 
early explorers and the de- 
velopment of ACOR’* prede- 
cessor, the American Schools 
of Oriental Research (ASOR), 
originally established in Jeru- 
salem in 1900. 

Many 19th century Western 
visitors to the area published 
highly descriptive accounts of 
their travels. But in 1848 U.S. 
Naval Commander W.R. 
Lynch wrote “Narrative of the 
United States' Expedition to 
the Jordan River and the Dead 
ySea," which, according to 
ACOR, delved into a multidis- 
ciplinary approach to the study 
of the area that ACOR scho- 
lars continue to follow today. 

During the early 20th cen- 
tury, the work of the 
Jerusalem-based ASOR de- 
veloped and was refined, parti- 
cularly in the “systematic 
methods of digging and record- 
ing." Still, two world wars in- 
terrupted excavations, and 
with the establishment of the 
state of Israel, ASOR was “cut 
off from direct participation in 
excavations in Israeli terri- 
tory." Thus excavations ex- 
panded on the west and east 
banks of rhe Jordan River. 

V But, the Arab-lsraeli war of 

J 1967 “brought (ASOR's) 

archaeological activity to an 
abrupt end, and when Israel 
occupied the West Bank, an 
“iron curtain" descended in 
i .• him • the region, separating the two 
i Jl.vi ; sides of the Jordan River." 
c-jssihir . Recognising this hindrance, 

c n ilk-, v the American Centre of Orien- 
tv; 2 jrs Research in Amman was 

•n voubi 1 founded in July 1968 "to facili- 
tate American participation in 
■ ret • the excavation and preserva- 

,i,un « tion of Jordan's rich but largely 
•.£ iMurc. ' untapped archaeological fe- 
murs' ' mains." 

> Over the next decade 

riJj h ACOR took shape, conducting 
icaisat excavations and surveys in 

tltri« cooperation with the Depart- 

icer.ahkf me nt of Antiquities and the 

epi ii’-t University of Jordan. 

In 1975 and 1976 the coop- 
erative effort of these three 
institutions in an intensive sur- 
vey of the Jordan Valley re- 
sulted in the identification of 
more than 200 archaeological 
sites. 

According to ACOR, one of 
: ™he most significant develop- 
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ments during the final years of 
the 1980s was the increase in 
the number of areas surveyed. 
Projects such as the Roman 
Limes Survey, the Yarmouk 
Dam Survey, the Baq’a Valley 
Survey, Karak Plateau Survey, 
and the Waui A1 Hasa Survey, 
some of which continue today, 
were initiated at this time. 

The rapid expansion of the 
centre’s work led to the deci- 
sion to construct a permanent 
headquarters suited to 
ACOR’s needs. 

On Aug. 6, 1984 a ground- 
breaking ceremony, attended 
by 200 friends and supporters 
of ACOR, was held for the 
new building and presided over 
by Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid. 

On July 17, 1986, His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad 
Ben Tala! cut the ceremonial 
ribbon, officially opening the 
“only purpose-built research 
centre of its kind in the Near 
East." 

The five-storey facility, in 
Tla A1 Ali, today includes hos- 
tel rooms and apartments to 
accommodate more than 40 
persons, a library of oyer 
20,000 volumes and periodic- 
als, offices and workrooms for 
resident scholars, a computer 
room. Geological Information 
System (GIS), Computer 
Aided Designs (CAD) and 
drafting facilities, a 90-seat lec- 
ture ball with projection facili- 
ties, an archaeological con- 
servation laboratory, and a 
darkroom. 

ACOR Director Piene M- 
Bikai explained that the centre 
was originally conceived as an 
institute “devoted exclusively 


to archaeological research, pri- 
marily that inspired by biblical 
studies." He said that during 
the last 25 years, "that vision 
has broadened to involve 
ACOR in a variety of disci- 
plines." 

Dr. Bikai indicated lhar in 
1993. there will be more 
ACOR-relaied projects in the 
field than ever before and 
other projects are in various 
states of publication, but the 
shift in emphasis to include all 
of Jordan’s historic and prehis- 
toric periods has been progres- 
sing for the past decade. 

In cooperation with the De- 
partment of Antiquities, 
ACOR is involved in the ex- 
cavation and restoration of 
several sites. 

Funded by the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID), current 
projects in this programme are 
the restoration of the Temple 
of Hercules in Amman and of a 
Byzantine church at Petra and 
the creation of archaeological 
parks in Madaba and at Ayla in 
Aqaba, an ancient Islamic site. 

It is hoped that these pro- 
jects will help to increase tour- . 
ism to Jordan. 

In addition to the compila- 
tion of new information, 
ACOR is actively involved in 
the “interpretation of already 
existing data," and the use of 
the results to assist in preserv- 
ing the cultural heritage of the 
Kingdom and the development 
of its tourist industry. 

A component of this work is 
the Cultural Resources Man- 
agement Programme, which 
seeks to “heighten awareness 
of the importance of anti- 
quities among the business 


community and government 
agencies as archaeological 
sites are increasingly 
threatened with destruction 
because of modem develop- 
ment." 

The project is creating a data 
base containing all identified 
archaeological sites in the 
Kingdom so that when de- 


velopment projects are plan- 
ned and designed these sites 
can be taken into consideration 
and saved from any damage or 
destruction, 

ACOR-assisted archaeolo- 
gical projects have numbered 
more than 70 during the last 25 
years. Descriptions of 21 of 
what ACOR terms iis most 



The restoration of the great Roman temple, popularly known as 
the Temple of Hercules on AI QaTa (The Citadel). The American 
Center of Oriental Research Wednesday will dedicate the edifice, a 
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the american language center 

Is pleased to announce its 
August 14 -^September 30 session .* 

- Adult, afternoon and evening courses - — 

General English skills, Levels 1-6 

Advanced TOEFL, Level 7 

Conversation 1 , Levels 5,6 

Business English, Level 6 

- Two weeks of morning conversation classes for women. 

September 4 - September 15 

Placement tests: 

New students should take a placement test: 

, July 28 or August 3. 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 3 KM) p.m. 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 


PRIZES FOR YOUNG, 
JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 
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inning. 


Submission open till October for the year 1993 working toward 
enhancing scientific manpower in Jordan, prizes for young 
scientists are now granted for Jordanians by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) -in collaboration with the Royal 
Scientific Society. 

Prizes are awarded every year rotating among four fields of pure 
science: Biology, chemistry, mathematics and physics. 

Young Jordanian scientists are now invited to apply for the 

TWAS Prize which amounts to $2,000. 

So, if you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age not 
exceeding 40 years, we will be glad to receive your contribution 
in any of the four fields specified, taking into consideration that 
submission is still open till October for the year 1993. 

We will gladly provide you with additional information about the 
rules & mechanism of submission. 

Interested applicants are kindly asked to contact Ms. Ruia 
Bilbeisi at the following address: 

The TWAS Unit 

Royal Scientific Society 

P.O.Box 925819 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax: 844806 

Tel.: 844701 

Telex: 21276 RAMAH JO 


significant projects appear in 
"ACOR: The First 25 Years." 

Although ACOR sees itself 
as “firmly established at this 
time as the premier research 
facility of its kind in the Near 
East" its bouts with major 


financial crises leave it less 
than secure, particularly be- 
cause of the lack of a perma- 
nent endowment. 

The opening celebration of 
ACOR’s 25 years of involve- 
ment in the country is sche- 


duled for 5.00 p.m. today at 
the ACOR centre in Tla A! 
Ali. An exhibition of some of 
the institute’s projects will be 
on display, including its com- 
puter programme design for 
the Cultural Resources Man- 
agement project and its com- 
puter application of the Geolo- 
gical Information System 
(GIS) programme in designing 
archaeological parks in Jordan. ■ 
On Wednesday at 7:00 p.m., 
the Temple of Hercules will be 


dedicated in a ceremony at the 
AI Oal’a (the Citadel), mark- 
ing the completion of the ex- 
cavation and the restoration of 
the three columns at the Great 
Temple of Amman. 

The project on the temple 
began in 1991 with the coop- 
eration of the Department of 
Antiquities and the Ministry of 
Tourism. Visible from many 
parts of downtown, the three 
restored columns create a focal 
point for the Amman skyline! 
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reminder of Amman's ancient glory (Staff photos by Aynsley 
Floyd) 



WORLDWIDE EXPRESS * 


The World's No. 1 
Air Express Company 

requires a Cashier 
with accounting experience 

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FROM PERSONS WITH 
THE FOLLOWING PRE-REQUISITE QUALIFICATIONS: 
• University degree (accounting or finance only) 

• 1-2 years experience In accounting 
• Fluency in English and Arabic 
• Able to work under pressure . 


Rewards: 


Excellent salary • Medical cover • Uniform 


APPLY WITH FULL C.V. AND PHOTOGRAPH TO: 
The General Manager 
DHL Worldwide Express 
P. O. Box 9271 1 1 - Amman 
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.TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT:. 





SHMasANi: Forte Grand Hotel, Milano Restaurant, Haya cultural Centre, 
Florabel Flowers, Jerusalem Hotel, Jet Busses, Royal Cultural Centre. 
meca str.: AI Qairawan Co., down town: Hawatmeh 
sWQFiEH: Child's World Development, and palace of culture 

Tickets Prices: J.D. 10, 7, 5 
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Yeltsin eases 
rouble invalidation 


MOSCOW (AP) - President 
Boris Yeltsin Monday softened 
the central bank’s sweeping in- 
validation of billions of old rou- 
bles, a surprise move that bad 
stunned Russians and threatened 
a government crisis. 

■He said citizens would be given 
more time to trade old roubles for 
new banknotes and increased the 
amount they could obtain im- 
mediately in cash. 

The central bank announced 
Saturday that only banknotes 
panted this year would be valid 
for purchases beginning Monday 
and gave Russians two weeks to 
exchange old bills for new. The 
move is intended to combat infla- 
tion by removing cash from the 
economy. 

Hie finance ministry conde- 
mned the decree Monday, and 
Mr. Yeltsin’s cabinet called a 
special meeting to deal with the 
situation after the president re- 
turned early from his vacation. 

The rouble invalidation fol- 
lowed a week-long legislative 
attack on Mr. Yeltsin's market 
reforms by the legislature. 

Amounts over 35,000 ($35) — 
about five weeks’ average wages 
— were to be credited to savings 
accounts that could not be 
touched for at least six months. 
That would sorely test most Rus- 
sians, who depend on cash for 
most transactions and avoid put- 
ting money into banks because 
innterest rates lag behind infla- 
tion. 

Mr. Yeltsin raised the cap on 
cash exchanges to 100,000 rou- 
bles, excluding 10,000-rouble 
notes issued in 1992, which he 
said could be exchanged in unli- 
mited amounts. 

His decree extended the period 
for exchanging old notes until 
Aug. 31. Some smaller de- 
nominations also will remain 
valid for purchases throughout 
August. 

The central bank's decree had 
sent Russians scurrying to try to 
get rid of their old roubles over 
the weekend, but many vendors 
refused to accept the old bills. 

Parliament speaker Ruslan 
Khasbulatov had warned Monday 
that lawmakers would oust all 
officials who imposed the decree 
unless the deadline for exchang- 
ing old bills was extended ard the 
amount people could get in cash 
increased. 

In a television address, Mr. 
Khasbulatov charged the rouble 
invalidation was confiscating 


Russians' wealth and violating 
their human rights. “This aggra- 
vates the sodal-economic situa- 
tion in the country even more and 
it must be urgently corrected," he 
said. 

Russians frantically crowded 
around state- run savings banks 
Monday trying to get new 1993 
banknotes for their old Soviet 
and Russian roubles. But many 
banks remained dosed. 

The only people who seemed 
happy were beggars in the Sibe- 
rian city of Vladivostok, who 
collected thousands of old rou- 
bles that were tossed away by 
passersby, the radio network 
Mayak said. 

Central bank and cabinet offi- 
cials had said they took the step 
to combat inflation tbat is run- 
ning at 20 per cent a month and to 
liquidate billions of old roubles 
outside Russia's control in other 
former Soviet republics. 

Mr. Yeltsin reportedly sup- 
ported the action as a way to 
pressure the other former repub- 
lics to cooperate on monetary and 
economic policy, officials said. 

But the action immediately 
blew up in his government's face 
ty angering drtizens. Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s decree said he was revising 
the measure to “defend the rights 
and lawful interests of Russian 
federation citizens.” 

The rouble jumped to 996.50 
per dollar Monday, up from 1,004 
on Friday, at the fust currency 
auction since the measure was 
announced. But traders said the 
rise was due entirely to heavy 
buying of roubles by the central 
bank. 

Private money traders at kiosks 
in Moscow were paying 1,200 
roubles per dollar, in what 
appeared to be a more realistic 
indication of the rouble’s 
strength. 

The central bank estimates 
there are 250 billion old roubles 
in circulation, or about 12 per 
cent of the money supply. Five 
trillion roubles were printed in 
1993. said deputy bead of the 
central bank, Arnold Voilukov. 

Members of Mr. Yeltsin's gov- 
ernment previously blamed the 
central bank for fuelling inflation 
by printing too much money. 

The rouble invalidation was 
announced while Mr. Yeltsin was 
vacationing and Finance Minister 
Boris Fyodorov was in the United 
States. 


OPEC head 
flies home 
with no sign 
of solution 


MANAMA (R) — OPEC Presi- 
dent Jean Ping flew home Mon- 
day from a tour of the Middle 
East with little public indication 
of a solution to the weak oil 
market. 

Prices have nonetheless at least 
temporarily halted their fall as 
doubt grew about whether Iraq 
would be returning to the oil 
market soon and as it became 
apparent that OPEC would meet 
if prices went into a free-fall. 

An airport source in the Saudi 
Arabian port of Jeddah said be 
headed home towards Gabon af- 
ter a stopover in Jeddah. He had 
left Abu Dhabi Monday after 
earlier consultations with the oil 
ministers of Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran. 

Mr. Ping arrived in the region 
Wednesday on a tour officially 
billed as preparation for an 
.emergency ministerial meeting of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) he 
had announced for the end of 
July. 

It soon became clear that 
OPEC members were divided 
even on whether such a meeting 
was needed, especially given un- 
certainty on whether U.N.-Iracji 
negotiations on limited Iraqi oil 
exports would succeed, leading to 
a postponement of the OPEC 
talks. 

And there was little sign of 
gelling of opinion on the substan- 
tive issues either — how tc reinte- 
grate Kuwait into the quota sys- 
tem, eliminating above-quota 
production and who should cut 
most if and when Iraq actually 
comes to the market. 

The influential Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) said at 
least some common ground 
would have to be found on these 
three points before there was any 
prospect of a successful meeting. 

“So far none of these condi- 
tions is remotely dose to fulfill- 
ment," MEES said. 

Mr. Ping said Thursday night 
he was postponing the meeting 
until sometime beyond the first 
week of August. 

The oil markets fell somewhat 
last week when the meeting was 
postponed, but they have not 
reacted drastically since then to 
OPEC’s difficulties, which , have 
been paralleled by a lack of offi- 
cial word from Iraq on a return to , 
U.N. talks on its sales. 


EMS strains may force 
Bundesbank to cut rates 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — Strains 
within the EMS mjg&t lead the 
central council ot the Bundes- 
bank to cut its key rates Thursday 
when it meets for the last time 
before the August holiday, Ger- 
man economists said here Mon- 
day. 

At Julius Baer Bank, econom- 
ist Gerhard Grebe said tbat be 
expected the discount and Lom- 
bard rates to be cut by half a 
point This view was held by most 
other economists. 

The Lombard rate has been at 
8.25 per cent and the discount 
rate at 6.75 per cent since July 1. 

The central council would 
make its decisions Thursday 
purely by reference to interna- 
tional policy, Mr. Grebe said. 

The rate of growth of German 
M3 money supply and of infla- 
tion, the two main indicators used 
by tiie Bundesbank, “are both 
going in the wrong direction,” he 
said. 

The M3 money supply grew by 
7.1 per cent in June from the 
average figure during the last 
quarter of last year compand with 
a target set by the bhnk for the 
whole of this year of between 4.5 
and 6.5 per cent. 

Inflation in June was running at 
an annual rate of 4.2 per cent 
compared with a target of two per 
cent for this year and the first 
signs of the figure for JuJy did not 
suggest that the rate was slowing 
down, be said. 

But if the French franc were to 
leave the EMS then “European 
monetary union will be delayed 
until who knows when?” he said. 
The Bundesbank did not want to 
see this happen. 

The Frankfurter AUgemeine 
Zeitnng newspaper in an editorial 
Monday made a veiled appeal for 
a devaluation of the franc. 

Under a headline “the EMS 
must remain flexible," it said that 
“an EMS, functioning well, with 


occational changes in exchange 
rates” would contribute more to 
the pursuit of European integra- 
tion than “a rigid system regular- 
ly raising new crisis.” 

At West LB bank, Irgeen Rust 
. noted that the Bundesbank never 
justified its monetary decisions by 
reference to the international 
situation. But this did not prevent 
it from acting occasionally, as in 
September for example, in re- 
sponse to circumstances even if it 
did not acknowledge doing so 
dearly. 

The economists said that the 
Bundesbank had firmly decided 
to support the franc because the 
fundamental forces of the French 
economy were “good" and be- 
cause speculation was unjustified. 

“The lira and sterling were 
over-valued within the EMS in 
September which is not the case 
of the franc,” Klaus Baader of 
Union Bank of Switzerland Phil- 
lips and Drew. But he noted that 
the Bundesbank did not have 
“unlimited” room for action and 
doubted that a reduction of a 
quarter or half a point in key 
rates would bring calm to the 
foreign exchange market. 1 

“It would then be up to the 
Bank of France,” to act, he said. 
The bank had already taken one 
step by increasing its key ceiling 
rate from 7.75 per cent to 10 per 
cent Friday. 

Mr. Rust said that European 
central banks bad a duty to sup- 
port currencies under attack 
“when the fundamental economic 
factors of the country of which 
the currency is being attacked, 
justify it ” 

A reduction, even minimal, of 
key rates should release some of 
the tension in the EMS “because 
the speculators are counting on 
nothing happening on Thurs- 
day.” 


Japan signals support for 
new East Asia grouping 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Japan 

threw its support Monday behind 
a proposal for a new grouping of 
East Asia’s fastest growing eco- 
nomies formally endorsed by 
foreign ministers of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) here last week. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Kabun Muto, speaking at talks 
here between foreign ministers of 
ASEAN and the six-member 
group’s major alfics, also pledged 
to continue channelling aid to the 
region to fund economic expan- 
sion. 

The new grouping, a Malaysian 
initiative railed the East Asia 
Economic Caucus (EAEC), was 
formally adopted as an ASEAN 
proposal after differences be- 
tween Malaysia and Indonesia on 
setting up the Caucas were ironed 
out at the annual ASEAN foreign 
ministers meeting. 

But South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo said 


Seoul needed time to think about 
joining EAEC. 

ASEAN foreign ministers de- 
cided last week that EAEC would 
serve as an extension of the 
ASEAN economic ministers 
meeting but operate as a Caucas 
within the much larger 15- 
member Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum. 

ASEAN groups Brunei. In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. 

According to ASEAN officials, 
EAEC members would include 
most of those in APEC but ex- 
cluding the United States, Cana- 
da, Australia and New Zealand. 

ASEAN officials said Japan's 
support would provide the im- 
petus for the EAEC’s quick take- 
off, stalled largely by Tokyo’s 
reservations on tiie plan, which 
was criticised by the administra- 
tion of former U.S. president 
George Bush. 

The Bush administration bad 


accused Malaysia of seeking to 
. forge an East Asian alliance that 
could evolve into a trade bloc at a 
time of global concern over rising 

PI uS°S^taiy of State Warren 
Christopher, participating in the 
so-called post ministerial confer- 
ences with ASEAN a®* warned 
Asian countries Monday to keep 
their markets open if they want 
continued U.S. engagement in 
foe region. . . „ 

Apart from the United States, 
ASEAN’s major allies and dia- 
logue partners are the European 
Community, Japan, Ca n a d a. Au- 
stralia, New Zealand and South 
Korea. 

Mr. Christopher said Washing- 
ton was pushing ahead with its 
plan to host an informal confer- 
ence of APEC leaders ministers 
foiled to reach a consensus. 

Malaysia has said it will not 
attend, but a senior ASEAN offi- 
cial said all the other ASEAN 
members would go to Seattle. 


Iraq urges OPEC hostility 
against Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq re- 
newed its criticism of Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait Monday and said 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
would have to “unleash the 
sword” against them to stop them 
flooding the oil market. 

“Oil exporting countries have 
to thoroughly realise that if they 
do not confront the greed of the 
Saud and Sabah families (rulers 
of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait) ... 
they will have to stand up to what 
Iraq had to face in the past,” 
warned the defence ministry 


Israel devalues shekel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel de- 
valued the shekel against the 
doDar by 2.0942 per cent Mon- 
day. cutting its value from 2,8050 
to foe U.S. dollar to 2,8650. 

Central bank spokesman Yoav 
Lehman said the shekel also fell 
to 3,0709 from 3.0133 on Friday 
against a U.S. dollar-dominated 
basket of currencies .-a l, 8756 per 
cent decline uring the calculation 
of the International Monetary 


Fund. 

Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel and Finance Minister 
Abraham Shohat said Saturday 
they were raising the midpoint of 
the basket of currencies by two 
per cent. Actual rates ran fluctu- 
ate five per cent either ride of the 
midpoint. . : • 

At the same time Israel lo- 
wered the automatic gradual 


annual devaluation of the shekel 
against the basket from eight per 
cent to six per cent in anticipation 
of foiling inflation in Israel, Mr. 
Frenkel said. 

“Since today is the first day of 
trading, the devaluations, very.' 
natural and an obvious outcome-' 
of foe policy announced cm Satur- 
day,” Mr. Lehman said. - , 


Analysts: S. Korea likely to miss *93 macroeconomic goals 


SEOUL (AFP) — The slump has 
bit rock bottom and South 
Korea’s economy has started its 
slow recovery in the first quarter, 
but analysts say foe government's 
projected growth rate of between 
six and seven per cent for the year 
is certain to be missed. 

The central Bank of Korea said 
in a recent release that the Gross 
National Production (GNP) grew 
by 3.9 per cent for the first six 
months to June this year, up from 
three per cent in the previous six 
months. 

For foe whole of this year, the 
central bank said, the economy 


was expected to grow 5.7 per 
cent, with GNP expanding 7.2 
per cent during the second half. 

The central bank also said 
prices rose 4.2 per cent during the 
first half and projected an overall 
inflation rate of between 4.9 to 
5.4 per cent for foe year. 

However, the central bank's 
official projections were viewed 
by economists as overly optimis- 
tic. 

“The worst is passed, but re- 
covery will be very slow and 
mild,” an analyst with Korea 
Economic Research Institute of 


the Federation of Korean Indus- 
tries said. 

“The government target of six 
to seven per cent growth seems 
overly ambitious," said the 
analyst, Lee Soo-Hee, pointing 
out that business firms were under- 
investing despite a recent short- 
term stimulus package. 

As South Korea tumbled into 
its worst-eve r slump in more than 
8 decade - the new government cf 
President Kim Young-Sam 
announced a 100-day stimulus 
package in March to jumpstart 
the sluggish economy. 

Although foe effects of the 


packaf have yet to trickle down 
foroug, the economy, increasing 
numbers of analysts fear foe sti- 
mulus package will turn out to be 
ineffectual and will end up fan- 
ning inflation. 

The package included cheaper 
bank loans and the removal of 
red tape hampering business acti- 
vities, but investment contracted 
4.9 per cent during foe first half 
of this year, compared to the 
same quarter a year earlier, amid 
lackluster prospects for profits on 
new investment. 

The state-run Korea Develop- 


ment Bank said in a report that 
capital investment was expected 
to gain 9.6 per cent during foe 
second half for an overall in- 
crease of 2.4 per cent for foe 
year. 

However, economists noted 
that high interest rates discourage 
new capital investment as about 
20 per cent of existing production 
facilities sit idle. Returns for 
three-year corporate bonds are 
now hovering over 13 per cent. 

As a long-term prospect, they 
said, South Korea faces rising 
competition from China and 


other developing , countries in 
overseas export markets as it has 
not yet sufficiently upscaled its 
products. 

Exports benefited from foe 
stronger Japanese yen and cheap- 
er South Korean won and surging 
demand from China to grow a 
remarkable 10 per cent during the 
first quarter of 1993. 

The export growth rate then 
slid back to six per cent during 
the next quarter as effects from 
foe stronger yen dried up and 
exports to China suffered from 
Beijing’s anti-inflationary auster- 
ity policies, they said. 



Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Painting my toenails is sweet. , 
Painting graffiti on my foot isn’t!” 


Mutt*n*Jerff 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
■ 9 by Heart Arnold 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ortflnary words. 


YASOP 




j 



DAIBE 


mmmm 

p« 


INFISH 


□ 


mm 


BARTIB 






Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


‘ n nrxxrxi 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CRAFT OPERA TYRANT KIDNAP 
Answer The kW ol problems a stopper faces when his 
ship i? behind schedule— KNOTTY 


newspaper A 1 Qadissiyah. 

It said sooner or later “they (oil 
producers) will have to unleash 
their sword" against Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait whose rulers it 
said were “murderers. Mercenar- 
ies, agents and suckers of foe 
blood of foe people.” 

’They (Saudis and Kuwaitis) 
are back to their dirty conspiracy 
with exerted efforts to boost their 
oil production in order to lower 
prices,” Qadissiyah said. 

Iraq, its oil exports sealed by 
United Nations sanctions, 
warned Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 


for the second straight day Mon- 
day of foe danger of flooding 
world markets with oil. 

On Sunday, the ruling Baath 
Party newspaper A1 Thawra said: 
“The Arab masses ... cannot 
permit foe Saud and Sabah fami- 
lies and those following them or 
petrol sheikhs to squander Arab 
money." 

Qa dissi yah said Monday the 
depressed oil prices, which it 
blamed on Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, were directly linked to 
foe “imminent return" of Iraq to 
international markets. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 27, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Five 
Moon aspects make this a good day 
for making sales and purchases 
that will bring you greater success. 
Get an early start and set up 
appointments that can be easily 
met under present conditions. 


diem at' the media by which you 
would now be wise to focus your 
time and attention 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Be very business like now in 
letting those who have the articles 
espec ially of .charm and beauty. 


ARIES: (MarcfT 2l to XpHTlSr Unit, you wish know you are nv 
. Yot i hav e e Yery-ctoi e e t o -s o - — te rested in seeming' them, 
arrange your mundane affairs that 


you are in a-much better- position- 
money nose, tonight go alter arti- 
‘des of beauty you desire. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now it is a good day to make 
yourself as charming and attractive 
as you wish and later yon can join 
in very special pleasures and be 
very happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can early gel rid ofwhatever stands 
in the way of your happiness and in 
the evening you are able to enjoy 
the society of the one who means 
the most to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A very good day and 
evening to be very gregarious so 
get together with as many friends 
and acquaintances as posable to 
enjoy being with them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
public image can be greatly en- 
hanced today because you can 
make a splash in the public eye so 
accept invitations in foe world ex- 
tended to you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) All kinds of new interests tbat 
have a practical working basis to 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber ZI) You would be wise to 
charm whatever associates or part- 
ners that you desire to be allied 
with in the future into going along 
with your soda! p>ans. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) One of those days 
when you see the best means for 
doing whatever your activities in 
such a manner that they glisten and 
bring you added success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You certainly have 
one. of foe best of your days for 
having a wonderful time so early 
make preparations and then you 
can really have a ball. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have been thinking 
about adding more beauty and 
oolour to your home and you won’t 
have a better time that, today to 
make such definite arrangements. 

WSCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you have a day when 
whatever means of communica- 
tions are available should be utii- 
sed to let those you admire etc. 
know of your appreciation for 
tnem. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
t Mimicking 
6 Anjou 

10 Afternoon social 

13 Revolving 
machine part 

14 Ms McClurg 

15 Aquatic mammal 
18 Ballerinas. 

especially 

18 "Bus Stop" 
author 

19 Watering place 

20 Advertising sign 

21 Cater basely 

23 Russian news 
agency 

24 Musical 
performance 

25 Alludes 

28 Stevie of song 

29 Bmer humor 

30 A renose 

31 Mo. 

34 Nourishment 

35 Tars 

36 Wild pig 

37 Founded: abor. 

38 Wooden spout 

39 Not confined 

40 Layer 

42 Business group 
<3 Food 

45 Hamlet was one 

46 Motherless 
calves 

47 Food lor hogs 

48 Danger color 

51 Stadium sounds 

52 Obey 

55 Newts 

56 Gaelic 

57 Varnish 
ingredient 

58 Author's works- 
abbr. 

59Peruea 
60 Indigent 

DOWN 

1 B.A. word 

2 Inside 
information 

3 Virginia 

wifiow 

4 Drowse 

5 Storage place 


-- 
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6 — Bill 
(legendary 
cowboy) 

7 Adam’s home 

8 Melody 

9 Answers 

10 Neophyte 

11 Awd 

12 Attentive 

15 Inasmuch as 
17 Loch — 

22 Warhol 

23 Watch over 

24 Tale 

25 Prevalent 

26 Cupid 

27 Sage 
Summation 

28 Half a aty in 
__ Washington? 
30 Holy one 

32 Cornier 

33 Jacques — 

35 Single woman 

36 Carried 

38 Captain Hook's 
aide 


ninnn 

nraran 

pjnnan 

cpnn 

nnHo 

anrail 

nramg 

citiHn 

□ODD 

nrann 

□0OH 

nrann 

□Qnn 


uninn 

□Finn 

nans 

cinan 

ann 
nnn 
nnan 
Hnnra 
ra gr: 
aran 1 
non 
Hranni 
□nnm 
nnacn 


39 Light source 

41 Wrong 

42 Ready money 

43 Pertinent 

44 Wastes bme 

45 Went out 
socially 


47 Plateau 

48 Get up 

« Oklahoma city 

59|?SL tt i 8n ‘ , «’ 

53 s state; 

WOT. 

54 Sheltered side 
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Markets 


Jordan Times 


in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U.S. Dollar in International Markets 




I0KV0 

Curnnry 


CLOSE 

26.7.93 

Sr tr liny Pound 

1.5045 

1.5000 

Deuische Mark 

1.7195 

1.7295 

Swiv- Franc 

1.5200 

1.5225 

French Franc 

5.8781 

5.8992 

Japan es* Yen 


106.68 

European Currcny Unit 

1.1295 

1.1250** 


’ l Ml Ptr sit; 

fcorupma Opnint; l*» N.M s.n. *.'TT 

Eurocurrency Interest Rates 


Oam: 26.7.93 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


US. Dollar 



mm 

3.75 

Sterling P«»und . 


6.06 

9QBI 

5.88 

Deutsche Mark 

6.93 

6.81 

6.62 

6.25 

Swlis Franc 


4.53 

4.44 

4.37 

French Franc 


8.87 

7.62 

6.62 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3.18 

3.06 

3.09 

European Currency Unit 

8.75 

8.19 

7.37 

7.06 


Interbank Mil rmr’ far uneri' ticwtUins l -S. DoUar. 1 .000 .OOB or equivalcm. 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rote BaOedn 

Date: 26.7.93 


Currency 

Bid 

OITer 

ILS. Dollar 

0.695 

0.697 

Sterling Pound 

1.0421 

1.0473 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4025 

0-4045 

Swiss Franc 

0.4558 

0.4581 

French Franc 

0.1179 

0-1185 

Japanese Yen' 

0.6504 

0.6537 

Dutch Guilder 

0.358D 

0.3598 

Swedish Krona 

0.0856 

0.0860 

Italian lira '' 

0.0431 

0.0433 

Belgian Franc 

0.01944 

0.01954 


Prr IH 

Other Currencies 


Otnmi 26.7.93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1 .8180 

1.8380 

Lebanese Lira” 

0.03915 

0.04200 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.186B 

0.1855 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2200 


Qaiari Rlyal 

0.1880 


Egyptian Pound • 

0.2000 . 

0.2300 

Omani Rlyal 

1.7650 

1.8200 

UAE Dirham 

0.1880 

0.2920 

Greek Drachma ' 

0.2875 

0.3275 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3415 

1.3850 
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Indonesia mulls quitting 
rubber, coffee groups 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, bit 
by sagging prices of many of its 
agricultural exports, has said it 
was considering quitting several 
commodity organisations includ- 
ing those grouping coffee and 
rubber producers. 

The official Antara News 
Agency quoted Trade Minister 
Budiardjo Yudono as saying he 
was reviewing membership ' of 
both the International Rubber 
Organisation (INRO) and the In- 
ternational Coffee Organisation 
(ICO). 

“Indonesia is reconsidering the 
merits and demerits of remaining 
a member of the two organisa- 
tions. We may well withdraw 
from them if we conclude that the 
demerits outweigh the merits,” 
he was quoted as saying. 


Last month Mr. Yudono said 
he was reviewing Indonesia’s 
position in the two organisations 
but stressed it did not necessarily 
mean Indonesia planned to leave 
them. 

Antara said Mr. Yudono 
blamed the two for poor policy 
decisions which he said had on 
occasion triggered price drops. 

Leaders of Latin America's 
eight major coffee producing na- 
tions last week called a meeting in 
early September to consolidate a 
coffee retention scheme to push 
up prices. 

They invited other producers 
to join the scheme and a new 
association they plan to form. 

Mr. Yudono did not comment 
on the Latin Americans' offer. 


Yemen sees prosperity as more oil flows 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Yemen, 
classified as one of the world’s 
poorest nations, is looking to a 
new era of prosperity as its oil 
production rises and more crude 
and gas are discovered. 

From a few hundred barrels a 
decade ago, the Red Sea country 
hopes crude output will reach 
barrels per day (b/d) this 
and more than 700,000 b/d 
ire the year 2000, according 
to Yemeni officials. 

Yemen currently produces ab- 
out 280,000 b/d and a newly- 
discovered giant field in the 
southern province of Hadra- 
maut would add some 120,000 b/d 
when it is commissioned in 
September, to mark the country’s 
national day. 

“Yemen is entering a new era 
of development and prosperity as 
studies have shown it sits atop 


U AE banks asked to detail 
their financial positions 

(AFP) 

(UAE) 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) mone 
authorities have asked all U 
banks to present details of their 
financial position as pari of a 
drive to strengthen the banking 
sector along guidelines set by the 
Bank of International Settlement 
(BIS). 

In a circular obtained by AFP, 
the central bank told banks they 
should provide statements about 
their loans over the past five 
years, as well as their sharehol- 
ders, equities and deposits with 
banks outside the UAE. 

“All banks were asked to supp- 
ly such financial details for the 
mentioned period before July 
31,” the circular said. 

It also asked them to supply 
figures on their assets and liabili- 
ties in the other Gulf Coopera- 


tion Council (GCC) stales and 
among countries belonging to the 
Organisation of Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD). 

The move is the latest in a 
series of measures by the central 
bank to ensure local banks boost 
their financial position'and meet 
the BIS's eight per cent limit of 
capital adequacy, which is the 
ratio between shareholders' 
equities and assets. 

The other GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait 
and Qatar — have also embarked 
on measures to force banks to 
raise capital adequacy. 

The adequacy level, recom- 
mended by the BIS’s Basel Com- 
mittee, took effect early this year 
and is considered as a guideline 


for banks worldwide to ensure 
they have enough funds to face a 
financial crisis. 

Government measures in the 
UAE, launched just after Basel 
announced adequacy plans in 
1988, have produced results, with 
several banks reporting a sharp 
rise in capital adequacy and 
others working to meet BIS stan- 
dards. 

Although no mergers occurred, 
shareholders' equity in national 
banks rose by S.5 per cent to 
11.65 billion dirhams (S3.17 bil- 
lion) in 1992 after an increase in 
capital and provisions, a central 
bank report showed. 

With assets standing at nearly 
100.5 billion dirhams (S27.3 bil- 
lion) at tbe end of 1992, capital 
adequacy exceeded 11 per cent. 


huge oil and gas resources," Ye- 
men’s ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Moham- 
mad A1 Khawi, told AFP. 

Hie new field at Masila was 
struck by the Canadian 
Occidental oil firm in December 
1991 and its reserves have been 
revised up to more than a billion 
barrels from around 500 million, 
according to Yemeni officials. 

Oil will be pumped to tbe port 
of Shahr through a 165-kilometre 
pipeline, which along with other 
facilities have to date cost $500 
million. 

The field's reserves have 
pushed up Yemen’s total crude 
reserves to around four billion 
barrels but officials expect that to 
increase as more than 30 Arab 
and foreign companies are still 
exploring for hydrocarbons. 

In a report from Sanaa, the 
UAE semi-official daily A1 Itthad 
quoted Yemeni oil officials as 
saying the field's production 
could increase in future as more 


crude is expected to be disco- 
vered in that area. 

“Oil exports from Hadramaot 
for the first time constitute the 
beginning of a prosperous age for 
Yemen.” it quoted the province's 
governor, Saleh Abbud A1 Khu- 
lani. be saying. 

The Republic of Yemen which 
emerged in May 1990 from a 
merger of North and South Ye- 
men, hopes additional oil export 
revenues will help it tap its enor- 
mous gas reserves and tackle its 
worsening post-Gulf war econo- 
mic problems. 

Its gas reserves of 4.6 trillion 
cubic metres are among the 
largest in tbe world but its pro- 
duction does not exceed 1.4 bil- 
lion' cubic metres a year, a frac- 
tion of output in neighbouring 
Gulf states which have equivalent 
reserves. 

Yemen’s current crude output 
— with domestic consumption 
standing at about 65,000 b/d — - 


fetches it nearly a billion dollars a- 
year. The figure is expected to" 
rise sharply when oil from Masila 
begins to flow. 

oil exports have helped Ye-, 
men cut its budget deficit by: 
boosting revenues to $2.8 billion 
in 1991 against S1.3 billion in 
1985. . : ’ 

Yemen is saddled with external ■ 
debts of about $6 billion and a 
one-billion-dollar trade deficit. - 

The country suffers from a low 
growth and investment rate and- 
high unemployment triggered by 
the repatriation of more than a 
million Yemenis from Saudi Ara- »■ 
bia during the Gulf war, when -. 
their country was viewed as siding 
with Iraq following its invasion of # 
Kuwait. : 

Yemen recently launched a di-? 
plomatic campaign aimed at.' 
mending fences with its wealth - 
Gulf Arab neighbours in a bid to>. 
attract aid and investments. It is- “ 
working to settle a land dispute: ■ 
with Riyadh. 


U.S. share in Bahrain 
offshore banking rises 


MANANA. Bahrain (AP) — 
The share of American banks in 
Bahrain’s offshore banking mar- 
ket climbed to 41 per cent last 
year, compared to only' 29 per 
cent the year before, the Bahrain 
Monetary Agency's annual report 
has said. 

The agency, which acts as 
Bahrain's central bank last week 
reported a 30.7 per cent increase 
in the assets of offshore banking 
units in 1992. It said these totaled 
$69.8 billion in 1992. compared to 
$53.4 billion in 1991. 


The report stressed that the 
offshore banking units had reco- 
vered from the doldrums of the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

like the rest of the countries in 
the region, Bahrain suffered a 
flight of capital after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

One month before the inva- 
sion, assets of the banking units 
were estimated at $71.17 billion. 

The island state of about half a 
million population has estab- 
lished itself since the oil boom 
years of the 197Q's as an offshore 
banking center for the Gulf re- 


gion. 

The agency report said 47.' 
banking units operate on the is- 
land. . «: 

The increase in the U.S. share" 
of the market apparently was at * 
the expense of Arab banks. The.' 
report said the Arab banks’ share ^ 
fell to 41 per cent, compared to ' 
the 53 per cent registered in 1991.'.; 

Among other banking groups; • 
the share of French banks rose by , 
0.6 per cent to seven per cent, 
while that of British banks fell to > 
1.1 per cent from 1.3 per cent- J 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR -to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

L. 664676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7606 +0T 

AMMAN 




CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air Qoa anri I anH 



JORDAN 

MARKET PUCE 



Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 


Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HMG 

Professional Quality in 
' 1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

Free enlarge- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



JDA mzas 


L-* 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS. 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT) 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 


* RENT & SALE 


•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details. 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
Or Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 
* Antalya $ 800 H/B 
Or Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 
0 t Cyprus $770 B/B 
.* All in 5 star INTL HTLS 




Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 

Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


THE 





' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


j The lies! Oriental l nnd in lown 

dSi RESTAURANT 


Chinese, Thai, Phlllipino, Indonisian, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 
Live Band "6" nights a week 
World wide programs VIA satellite 
Take a ways. & delivery Available 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5P.M Midnight 



& A T If Jt 


?* 

I 


I- 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^ ‘it- -evil Cuill judu 

* " 120 

Authentic 
3 Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by oar 
Chinese cbefc 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Take my strrim 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
£ Industrial fld. 
TeL 693004 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

EEI fj-.w-3.vu! 

Take away is available 

WoJi S&qra Roaa 
rear Philadelphia Hcxe 1 ^/T 




& 


I TeL 661322, Amman i 

Cure Tasted /y 


^ iwflP 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabaf Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away (s available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 





LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Followinc are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tbe London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

U.S. -$1.00- costs 

- 1.2805/15 

Canadian dollar 


1.7270/80 

Deutschemarks 


1.9415/25 

Dutch guilders 


. 1.5192/02 

Swiss francs 


35.84/86 

Belgian francs 


5.9000/50 

French francs 


1607.0/9.0 

Italian fire 


106.65/75 

Japaneseyen 


8.0380/80 

Swedish crowns 


73650/00 

Norwegian crowns 


6.7085/35 

Danish crowns 

One stedms 

$1.4995/05 


| One ounce of gold S3fi9.80G90.30 



- . ;•<:« circio. j.itvl Arn-vnn -Ospcvto French |_oa; _ 


653482 




THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOV OPEN 


entmo 


( m u m t 

JABAL AtUIMIAMfCMCXl 
CWOHTV IHtMACl WANY 

TEL 654205 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 65951 9 659520 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room.J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” -l 



Amman - Tel 668193 
'POBo* 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23883 DARQTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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U.N. commander in Bosnia vows 
to retaliate if troops attacked again 


SARAJEVO (R) — The com- 
mander of U.N. troops in Bosnia 
angrily blamed Serbs Monday for 

■ an artffleiy assault on a U.N. base 
in Sarajevo and said his forces 

. would return fire immediately if 
they came under attack again, 

- . • Bosnian President Aiija Izetbe- 

■ govjc, who had earlier said he 
could not leave Sarajevo while it 

-'_was under attack, arrived for 
.. peace talks due to begin in Gene- 
. va billed as a major push to end 
the republic's 16-month civil war. 

• Tuesday's talks chaired by 
; , mediators Lord Owen and Thor- 
•j Stoltenberg were expected 

• : to begin with separate meetings 
, with the delegations rather than a 
.face-to-face plenary session. 

. - The Bosnian Serbs accused the 

• Muslims of staging Sunday's 
, attack on the U.N., but the U.N. 

• commander, Belgian lieutenant- 
.. General Francis Briquemont, re- 
jected the claim. 

“I want you to know that this is 
' .the last time that we restrain 
. ourselves from exercising our 
right to self-defence," he told a 
...news conference. 

• ‘ - "What happened yesterday is 
. totally unacceptable," he said. 

- - He had given his commanders 
orders to respond without hesita- 
tion to any hi hire attack. "They 

. must fire against the aggressor 

■ immediately,” he said. 

. . U.N. troops have often come 
-under fire tram all factions in 
Bosnia, but have restricted thenv 

- selves to small aims when shoot- 
. ing back. 

: Artillery and mortar attacks, 

* • such as Sunday's incident, have 
-generally not been responded to 
;on the grounds that the perpetra- 
tors cannot be immediately iden- 
tified. 


U.N. officials said 10 vehicles 
were damaged when 68 rounds, 
including tank shells, mortars and 
anti-tank weapons rained down 
for 45 minutes Sunday on 
Sarajevo’s 1984 Winter Olympic 
Stadium where French U.N. 
troops were setting up base. No 
one was injured. 

U.N. Protection Force spokes- 
man Barry Frewer said the attack 
was the most prolonged and 
direct on U.N. forces since 9,000 
troops began deploying in the 
former Yugoslav republic late last 
year. 

Gen. Briquemont called the 
shelling "a malicious attack on 
my troops" and rejected as im- 
possible Serb assertions that 
Muslim-led Bosnian forces 
mounted the attack as a provoca- 
tion. 

“The French unit was attacked 
by direct fire from Serb tanks and 
anti-tank weapons located just 
north of the stadium," he said. 

Gen. Briquemont said he was 
seeking urgent talks with Bosnian 
Serb Army Commander General 
Ratko Mladic and called on the 
Serb side to honour a pledge to 
cooperate fully in an investiga- 
tion. 

“I am... angry at this bet- 
rayal," Gen. Briquemont said. 

“I cannot accept that my troops 
are fired upon while they are here 
to accomplish a mission of 
peace.” 

The leader of the Bosnian 
Serbs, Radovan Karadzic, told 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali in a letter Sunday night that 
Muslims had attacked the base to 
undermine the Geneva peace 
talks. 

“The first indications of on 
investigation indisputably pro-v 


that the bombing of the UNPRO- 
FOR base at Zetra m Sarajevo 
was a naive Muslim scenario," 
the Belgrade-based Tanjug News 
Agency quoted Mr. Karadzic as 
saying. 

Gen. Briquemont said he had 
received a similar letter from the 
Bosnian Serb army chief of staff. 
General Milan Gvero. 

NATO has assembled a force 
of 60 combat aircraft in Italy, 
which are ready to back U.N. 
troops in Bosnia if they are 
attacked while protecting 
Sarajevo and five other U.N.- 
designated Muslim “safe areas.” 

But Gen. Briquemont said air 
support would come too late in 
incidents such as Sunday’s shell- 
ing. “We have enough means (on 
the ground) to reply to this kind 
of provocation. Air support is 
impossible to be achieved in two 
to three seconds." be said. 

The afternoon attack, which 
virtually destroyed four of the 
vehicles, occurred some five 
hours after a ceasefire m the 16 
month war between Serbs, Mus- 
lims and Croats came into force. 

U.N. officials Sunday said the 
truce, meant to pave the way to 
the Geneva peace talks, had been 
ignored by both Serbs and 
Muslim-led government forces in 
and around Sarajevo. 

Gen. Briquemont, who helped 
negotiate the accord, said an 
atmosphere of cahn and respect 
for the ceasefire by all sides was 
vita) if die talks were to have a 
chance of success. 

However, Tanjug reported that 
Bosnian Serb forces had launched 
i “devastating counter-attack" 


n Muslim forces near the north- 
ern Bosnian town of Brcko, scene 
of heavy fighting in recent days. 


A group of Bosnians wounded 
in the siege of Sarajevo were 
being airlifted to Germany Mon- 
day on their way to hospitals in 
the United States, U.N. officials 
said. 

They will be the first victims of 
the Bosnian war to receive treat- 
ment in the United States. 

U.N. spokesman Peter Kessler 
said the 19 patients were all 
adults except for two adolescents 
and a one-year-old boy with a 
heart problem. The toddler was 
the only member of the group 
whose ailments were not caused 
by war. Mr. Kessler said. 

He said the group, which in- 
cludes 13 stretcher cases, would 
be taken to Sarajevo Airport in 
U.N. armoured vehicles for a 
flight to a U.S. air base at Ram- 
steiu in Germany, where they 
would spend two days before 
being transferred ‘o hospitals in 
the united State 

Meanwhile M: Izetbegovic, 

who flew to Gei va from the 
Croatian capital Z~ ^reb, declined 
to make any statement on arrival. 
He was accompanied by Croat 
and moderate Serb members of 
his collective presidency. 

Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
and Croat chieftain Mate Boban, 
as well as the presidents of Serbia 
and Croatia, Slobodan Milosevic 
and Fran jo Tudjman, were them- 
selves not expected to arrive until 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Izetbegovic is expected to 
put forward a plan under which 
Bosnia would become a federa- 
tion of several semi-autonomous 
regions, but diplomats say it is 
almost certain to be rejected by 
Mr. Karadzic and Mr. Boban 
who want a loose confederation. 


Cholera 
may raise 
South 
Asian flood 
death toll 


NEW DELHI (R) — South 
Asia’s worst floods in decades 
.have killed at least 4,200 people 
in three of the world’s poorest 
'nations and more are likely 4^die 
.of disease as the .waters recede, 
officials said Monday. . ft 
. Unusually ferocious monsoon 
.rains had swelled rivers across the 
.region, causing widespread floods 
. that bad inundated half of Bang- 
ladesh, devastated Nepal’s low- 
lands and ravaged vast tracts of 
‘ northern and eastern India, the 
„ officia- said. 

Although the floods had begun 
. to recede in many areas, more 
’./deaths were feared from disease 
_ because regular water supplies 
” had been contaminated and little 
... food or medicine was reaching 
" Those affected, they said. 

. ... Nepal's official toll reached 
2 1,756 and senior Home Affairs 
‘/(Interior) Ministry officials said 
many hundreds more were mis- 
sing in the poverty-stricken coon- 
_ try’s worst floods for at least four 
decades. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 policemen held in Brazil killings 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Three police officers were detained 
after a survivor of Friday's killings of street children identified 
them as participants in the massacre, a police official said. Inaido 
Santana, deputy chief of the Special Case Squad, said a judge was 
expected to issue an order for the arrest of the three, being held at 
police headquarters. The three were picked out of a line-up by 
Wagner Dos Santos, 22, who survived die massacre. Early Friday, 
gunmen opened fire on a group of street children sleeping near 
Candelaria Church in the heart of Rio's financial district killing 
seven of them. Dos Santos was critically wounded and only 
Sunday was he able to leave the hospital briefly to identify the 
policemen. ■ 


Liberian factions sign peace deal 


The final toll could easily reach 
3,000, they said. 

In low-lying Bangladesh, 
floods had ravaged at least 30 of 
the country's 64 districts and at 
feast 200 people bad been killed, 
officials said. Government 
spokesman M.A. Hakim said 
crops in about 600,000 acres 
(240,000 hectares) had been, 
flooded and at least 500,000 
homes damaged. 

More than 17,000 cattle were 
killed and more than 2,500 km 
' ■ (1,500 miles) of roads damaged, 
officials said. 

Because there was no rain 
Monday, waters began to recede, 
flood relief officials said. But if 
there were fresh show ere, new 
areas could be inundated, they 
said. 

At least 1,000 people had been 
killed in India, officials said. The 
deaths occurred along rivers in 
-northern and eastern India that 
overflowed after the monsoon 
rains. 


(COTONOU (R) — Liberia's waning factions have signed a peace 
accord in Benin paving the way for multi-party elections early 
next year. The signing at the presidency building in Cotonou, on 
the eve of Liberian Independence Day, came after three days of 
tough negotiations over details of an agreement reached between 
the three factions last weekend in Geneva. Enoch Dogotea, 
vice-president of Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front for 
Liberia (NPFL), said his faction would observe an immediate 
ceasefire. “On behalf of my government and because our 
> ^dependence day is tomorrow, we cease fire immediately as of 
■ .n : nute,” he said at the ceremony which ended with delegates 
singing the Liberian national anthem. 


More than 150 people worked 
overnight to plug a major breach 
in the Sutlej River, which broke 
its banks in Punjab, threatening 
vast areas of the agriculturally 
rich northern state and the in- 
dustrial town of Ludhiana, offi- 
cials said. 

The workers set up sandbags in 
three banks over one kilometre 
. (half a mile) long to plug the 
breach, said district official S.S. 
-Channy. “The danger is not over 
yet. It will take another 24 hours 
to be sure,” he said. 

Some 410 people had been 
killed in Punjab and the neigh- 
bouring states of Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) reported. 

At least 300 people died in 
West Bengal, which borders 
Bangladesh, and some two mil- 
lion people had to flee their 
homes in Bihar, adjacent to Nep- 
al, the news agency said. 


Nigerians flee to home towns 


LAGOS (R) — Thousands of Nigerians, fearing violence after the 
annulment of June’s presidential election, have fled to their home 
towns and the man widely believed to have won the poll asked 
them not to move. “I beg all those who are moving from place to 
place to please stay where they are,” Moshood Abiola said when 
a delegation of prominent Nigerians called on him Sunday. 
Mounting political tension over the annulment of the June 12 poll 
by military President Ibrahim Babangida has led to riots 
especially in Mr. Abiola's home region in southwestern Nigeria. 
Thousands of people fearing an outbreak of more violence in a 
nation which fought a civil war from 1967 to 1970 have moved 
their families and belongings to their home towns. 


Angolans join army against rebels 


LUANDA (AFP) — Hundreds of civilians without any military 
training are fighting alony^e government troops against UNITA 
rebels in the central tov- Kuito, Angolan state radio reported 
Monday. It said increas heavy artillery fire was raining down 
on Kuito Monday morr ifter a weekend of fighting in which 
an unknown number of iitary and civilians were tailed. An 
army spokesman told the radio that UNIT A forces were 
abandoning the city centre in disarray. But the rebel movement’s 
Radio Vorgan reported the exact opposite, saying army units had 
fled central Kuito. The highlands town has been under siege by 
the rebels since January. 


Ramos stands firm on birth control 


MANILA (R) — Philippine President Fidel Ramos, defying 
church objections, promised Monday to pursue his birth control 
policy ana announced plans for a general amnesty to end a 
Communist rebellion which has cost 40,000 lives. Gen. Ramos, in 
a state of the nation address, also urged Congress swiftly to 
restore the death penalty and pass new tax measures to raise funds 
for economic development. Drawing applause from a joint 
session of Congress, Gen. Ramos brushed aside objections by the 
powerful Roman Catholic Church to his administration's prog- 
ramme encouraging wider use of contraceptives to curb the 
soaring population. “Government has committed itself squarely 
to a family planning programme based on choice — and with the 
goal of bringing down the growth rate to under two per cent by 
1998,” he said. 


Sri Lankan death toll hits 78 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas went on a tiffing _ 
spree in northern Sri Lanka over the weekend, leaving 78 people * 
dead on the 10th anniversary on an anti-Tamil riot, military 
Officials s aid M onday. The separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) carried out their worst attack against security 
forces in the Janakpura area Sunday, overrunning an army 
detachment there after killing 41 soldiers, a military spokesman 
said. He said Tiger gunmen then slaughtered 17 farmers from the 
majority Sinhalese community who ha d bee n settled in the 
controversial enclave claimed by the LTTE as part of then 
traditional Tamil homeland. At the time of the pre-dawn attack, 
some of the elite army commandos at Janakpura bad been 
withdrawn to rein force security posts elsewhere in the embattled 
northeast where LTTE gunmen Saturday killed 10 police const- 
ables. A military statement said 10 Tiger fighters were killed 
during the attack. 


Chinese 
generals 
warn of 
army’s 
collapse 



Victims of an attack by unknown gunmen in a Cape Town church lie 
on the floor Monday as police search for does (AFP photo) 


ANC: Church massacre 
will not derail democracy 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
Cape Town church massacre 
would not derail democracy talks, 
the ANC said Monday as multi- 
party negotiators prepared to de- 
bate South Africa’s Gist post- 


apartheid constitution. 

“We will condemn it in the 


PEKING (AFP) — Two veteran 
Chinese generals said Monday 
that market reforms were en- 
dangering the Communist Party's 
grip on the military and warned 
of the army's self-destruction uf 
less control was restored. 

Liu Huaqing arid Zhang Zhen, 
vice chairman of a powerful com- 
mission that oversees the milit- 
ary, said it was essential to main- 
tain the party's “absolute lead- 
ership” over the People's Libera- 
tion Army (PLA). 

Otherwise, the generals said, 
“our steps forward will be unst- 
able and we will vee' off course." 

In a front-page article in the 
People's Daily, the two army 
veterans revealed for the first 
time that concern over the impact 
market reforms are having on the 
PLA has reached the top eche- 
lons of the leadership. 

In China's process of reform 
and opening, they said, a com- 
bination of negative capitalist and 
feudalistic influences had resulted 
in “money worship, materialism, 
extreme inch vi dualism and other 
wrong ideas."* 

“Various harmful influences 
and negative phenomena from 
society are now continuously 
seeping into the army through 
various channels, endangering 
army building." the generals 
wrote. 


strongest terms, but we will not 
allow those who want to derail 
the negotiating process to suc- 
ceed," said ANC chief democra- 
cy negotiator Cyril Ramaphosa, 
reacting to the overnight attack in 
which op to 12 whites were killed 
by black gunmen at a Cape Town 


South Africans will get a glimp- 
se of their first post-apartheid 
constitution later in the day when 
multi-party negotiators at the 
World Trade Centre near Johan- 
nesbing begin debating a draft 
constitution at about 5 p.m. (1500 
GMT). 

The draft of the constitution 
was presented to democracy 
negotiators Monday. 

The committee of experts, in 
presenting the draft covering the 
transition to black majority rule, 
said the multi-party negotiating 
council faced some tough deci- 
sions on the constitution. 

One. of the experts said the 
constitution was “an outline for 
what we have in mind, not a final 
draft" and it was up to the nego- 
tiating council to tell the experts 
if they were on the right path. 

The Inkatha Freedom Party, 
the Kwazulu government and the 
Conservative Party were all ab- 


sent from the session. 

Political sources said it 
appeared none of the participants 
to the talks were particularly hap- 
py with the draft as it stood, but it 
provided a framework for debate. 

The pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party (CP) said South Afri- 
ca's draft constitution was a re- 
cipe for civil war. 

“It is a recipe for dvil war, 
further economic deterioration 
and a spiral of violence and 
crime, which will reduce the 
country to ruin,” CP leader Ferdi 
Hartzenberg said in a statement. 

Mr. Hartzenberg said the draft 
constitution destroyed all hope of 
a peaceful, negotiated settle- 
ment. 


The draft ignored Afrikaner 
demands for self-rule, making it 
impossible for the CP to continue 
participating in the “manipulated 
farce" at the World Trade Centre 
near Johannesburg. 

Meanwhile, police said Mon- 
day that at least two jof the 12 
dead were schoolchildren. 
Spokesman John Sterrenberg 
said six people were ItiUdd in- 
stantly in Sunday's evening ser- 
vice assault and six more were 
believed to have died later from 
their wounds. 

The attack on St. James's 
Church in Kenilworth, a quiet 
middle class suburb, was the 
worst targetting whites since 
President F.W. De Klerk legal- 
ised black opposition groups and 
began dismantling apartheid 
three years ago. 


33 survive 
S. Korean 
plane 
crash 


SEOUL (AFP) — A South Ko- 
rean Boeing 737-500 canying up 
to 106 passengere and crew slam- 
med Monday into a wooded slope 
mi the country's rugged west 
coast in heavy rain during a 
domestic flight, officials said. 

KBS Television, quoting offi- 
cials on the scene some 300 
kilometres (180 miles) south of 
here, said more than 60 people 
died and there were 33 survivors 
confirmed as hundreds of local 
villagers and police combed the 
wreckage. . 

It was the first crash for Asiana 
Airlines, South Korea’s second 
airline founded five years ago 
which operates three other 737- 
500s and 12 737-400s as well as 
one Boeing 747. 

Asiana Airlines officials said 
the Boeing 737 was on a domestic 
flight from Seoul to Mokpo but 
was unable to land at the port of 
Mokpo due to heavy rainfall, 
thick fog and visibility of barely 
1,000 metres. 

Planes are banned by regula- 
tion from landing in visibility 
under 2,000 metres. 

The jetliner was then turning 
back to make an emergency land- 
ing at the nearby city of Kwangju, 
about 50 kilometres (30 miles) to 
the northeast, when it crashed. 

Asiana Airlines and the Trans- 
port Ministry said there were 100 
passengers and six crew members 
aboard Flight 733. but some re- 
ports said there were , 4 passen- 
gers and six crew. 

KBS said most of the survivors 
were seated at the rear of the 
plane when it crashed into a 
hillside in Haenam county, some 
30 kilometres from the southern 
port of Mokpo. 

President Kim Young-Sam dis- 
patched Transport Minister Lee 
Kerik to the rite of the accident, 
the most <r serious involving a 
South Korean airline since a 
Korea Airlines (KAL) DC-10 
crashed on landing at Tripoli 
Airport in July 1989, killing' 82 
passengers. 

South Korea’s most serious air 
tragedy was the 1983 Soviet 
downing of a KAL airliner which 
left all 269 passengers and crew 
members dead. 

A police source was queted as 
saying some 50 policemen, 100 
county officials and 150 local 
villagers were combing the 
wreckage for survivors. - • • 

Four doctors and eight nurses 
were also on the scene admi- 
nistering first aid, he said. 

Hankook Hospital in Mokpo 
put out an argent request for 
blood as a navy helicopter began 
ferrying the injured to the nearby 
port. 

Television reports showed 
footage of a sobbing woman with 
blood-stained legs and of two 
children being pulled off the heli- 
copter on a stretcher and put 
onboard an ambulance at Mokpo 
airport. 


Japan bloc postpones decision on coalition 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party scram- 
bled Monday to accept a reform 
programme devised by parties 
which will determine who forms 
the next government. 


would have signalled then joining 
a non-LDP coalition. 


The two neutral parties that 
hold the balance waited to see 
whether the LDP bought its plan, 
postponing a decision to attend 
an opposition summit which 


The two parties — the Japan 
New Party and the Harbinger 
New Party — bold 49 seats in the 
511-member lower house and 
could swing the upcoming vote in' 
parliament to name the prime 
minister, expected in mid- 
August. 

Last week they said they would 


not join any coalition unless 
first accepted their reform plan. 

The plan calls for stiff anti- 
corruption laws, a ban on politic- 
al donations by companies and a 
simpler electoral system, all mea- 
sures blocked by the LDP in 
June. 

The LDP’s intransigeance 
eventually brought down its gov- 
ernment, causing reformers to 
defect from the party en masse. 


U.S. wants Asia to move against arms technology 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — The Un- . 
ited States appealed Monday to 
Asian nations with increasingly 
sophisticated economies to com- 
mit themselves to international 
agreements to halt the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said growing econo- 
mic and technological prowess 
has made the region capable of 
producing the chemicals, technol- 
ogy and missiles for such 
weapons. ... 

“Asia is at the stage when its 
participation in international 
agreements and establishment of 
export control regimes are most 
important,’’ Mr. Christopher 
said. 

He was speaking at a confer- 
ence of foreign ministers from the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and the six- 
member group's major allies. 

ASEAN countries Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand 
are among Asia’s most dynamic, 
freewheeling economies. Their 
burgeoning exports now include 
sophisticated technology. 

Besides the United States, 
foreign ministers from the six 
ASEAN countries are also meet- 
ing here with their counterparts 
from Canada, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia, New Zealand 
and the European Community. 

The three-day talks, which 
opened Monday, cover security, 
political and economic issues and 
are called the post ministerial 
conference (PMC) because they 


are being held after the annual 
ASEAN foreign ministers meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Christopher said Washing- 
ton would soon launch a new 
effort aimed at getting Asian 
nations to subscribe to agree- 
ments curbing the proliferation of 
chemical and biological weapons. 

The U.S. move cranes amid, 
ongoing talks with China over 
U.S. charges that Peking had 
recently shipped components for 
M-ll missiles to Pakistan in con- 
travention of the Missile Technol- 
ogy Control Regime which Pek- 
ing has said it would respect. 

Mr. Christopher and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
discussed the issue here Sunday 
despite Mr. Qian's public asser- 
tions that the allegations were 
fabricated. 

Malaysia was embroiled in 
similar controversy recently when 
a shipment of stainless steel reac- 
tors by a Malaysian company to 
Libya was intercepted in Singa- 
pore on the orders of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

The Council claimed the reac- 
tors could be used to produce 
chemical weapons. 

Mr. Christopher, who reiter- 
ated Washington's commitment 
to remain engaged in Asia, said 
Washington was also committed 
to “tough and effective global 
rules” to halt the spread of nuc- 
lear weapons. 

He said the United States 
would continue a moratorium on 
njodear testing through Septem- 
ber next year if others refrained 


from such tests and would vigor- 
ously pursue an indefinite exten- 
sion of the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Kabun Muto, Canada’s Secretary 
of State Peniri Beatty and South 
Korean Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Jo also urged wider support 
and adherence to the NPT. 

“For the purpose of streng- 
thening the NPT, it is necessary 
to secure universal adherence to 
the treaty and lead the extension 
conference to the treaty in 1995 
to a success," Mr. Muto said. 

ASEAN’s allies backed the 
group’s establishment of an ex- 
panded forum called the ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARAF) for 
security consultations in the Asia- 
Pacific. 

The ministerial-level forum, 
launched at a dinner here Sun- 
day, brings 1 Russia, China, Viet- 
nam, Laos and Papua New 
Guinea into an expanded group- 
ing of PMC members for security 
discussions. 

Senior ASEAN officials had 
described the ARPs formation as 
a major diplomatic triumph in 
tbeir efforts to include all major 
players in the Asia-Pacific in dis- 
cussions on regional security. 

Mr. Christopher said the Un- 
ited States welcomed Russia and 
China into the expanded dia- 
logue. 

But while the United States 
‘‘fully supported” regional secur- 
ity dialogues, the discussion 
would in no way supplant Amer- 
ica’s alliances or forward military 


presence in Asia, be said. 

Mr. Christopher said: “Let me 
be clear, the United States will 
remain actively engaged in Asia.” 
"America is and will remain an 
Asia Pacific power," he con- 
tinued. “We will abide by our 
solemn treaty obligations, con- 
tinue our forward military pre- 
sence and work with the nations 
of the region to maintain a peace- 
ful and secure Asia.” 

“We will do so because it is in 
the interests of the United States 
and ils Asian partners,” Mr. 
Christopher told participants at 
the PMC. 


Mr. Christopher said Monday 
the spread of democracy in Asia 
was essential for growth and sta- 
bility in the booming region. 

He said the past decade had 
seen democracy strengthen in 
Taiwan. South Korea, Thailand, 
the Philippines, Mongolia and 
other parts of Asia. 

“Democracies are not just a 
moral imperative. They are a 
practical necessity. Democracies 
do not threaten their neighbours, 
ijey do not practise terrorism. 
They do not spawn refugees,"' 
Mr. Christopher said. 


have argued that demo- 
crac y B somehow unsuited for 


emphasis on 


human rights is a mask forWest- "< 
era culture 1 imperialism. They 

** raoTe wrong,” Mr. 
Chretopher told delegates. 

The yearnings for more free- 
iom are not a Western export 
they are a human instinct " 


Moodies that 
listened to Vivaldi 

to be sold In Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A Japanese 
company is w start selling noo- 
dles in September whose taste has 
allegedly been improved by 
listening to Antonio Vivaldi’s 
Four Seasons, a company official 
said Monday. Takasago Shoku- 
bin the medium-sized noo dle 
manufacturer, says expenmm B 

have shown that the Japanese 
“udon” noodle tastes better, rf it 
dries and matures under a shower 
of classical music. The company# 
plays the Four Seasons together 
with recordings of birds cfoipmg 
for four houre in its udon factory 
every day. “We have no scientific 
explanation, but our employees 
who ate samples have said that 
the udon that listened to the 
music is more delicious than the 
normal udon," the official said. 

The udon is the latest of a spate 
of foodstuff in Japan to recede 
the classical treatment, following 
bread fed by Ludwig van Beeth- 
oven and Japanese sake en- 
hanced by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. 


Wanted: Two deadly 
scorpions 


EL PUIG, Spain (AFP) — Span- 6 
ish police and firemen combed a 
beach here Sunday for two lethal 
scorpions, one of them pregnant, 
that escaped from a one-man 
circus in this tourist resort. For 
the second day running, sun- 
worshippers in this town near 
Valencia in eastern Spain were 
barred from using the part of the 
beach where the - arachnids are 
believed to be lurking. The fugi- 
tives belong to an unnamed Bri- 
ton who runs a show specialising 
in poisonous animals. They 
escaped when thieves broke into 
his van near the beach, started 
opening boxes and got more than 
they had bargained for. Upon 
opening the scorpion case they 
panicked, threw it on the grouncW'- 
and fled, police said. The owner ‘ 
alerted police, telling them that 
the scorpions were of a particu- 
larly poisonous species and that 
one of them is about to have 
about 100 babies any day now. 
Algerian health authorities have 
sent an antidote for the scorpions’ 
poison to Valencia, press reports 
said. 


Woman mistakes 
tumour for baby 


DHAKA (R) — A Bangladeshi 
doctor said Monday he removed 
a tumour weighing 21.3 kilogram- 
mes from a farmer’s wife who 
•believed she was heavily pre- 
gnant. “Sonahar Bibi told us she 
felt something Ing growing in 
herself,” said Dr. Mohammad 
Fazle Akbar in Maheshpur Hos- 
pital in the western district of 
Jhenaidah. “She though it could 
be an oversized baby. But when I 
opened her Sunday I was sur- 
prised to see the huge tumour,” 
he told reporters. Ms. Bibi, a 
23-year-old mother of three, wijf 
recovering and would leave hos- 
pital in a few days, he said. 


v 


Cannes vacationers 
robbed of $70,000 


NICE, France (AFP) — An Ita- 
lian couple on vacation in Cannes 
was robbed of the equivalent of 
570,000 in cash and jewels by a 
thief who crawled through the 
window of tbeir first-story hotel 
room as they slept, police said. 
The couple were also relieved of 
their identity papers, credit cards 
and check book, police in this 
French Riviera town said. 


38 injured as pop 
concert turns ugly 


$ 


WARSAW (AFP) — Thirty- 
eight people including four police 
were injured in scuffles when 
police tried to stop 1,000 people 
without tickets from gatecrashing 
a reggae and blues concert at 
Brodnica near Torun, police 
announced Sunday. Street 
clashes lasted foT nearly seven 
hours overnight Saturday and 
police used tear gas and water 
cannon to disperse the crowd. 
Twelve people were detained. 
Groups of youths demolished 
eight police cars and smashed 
windows near the theatre where 
the concert was held. A total of 
7,000 people attended the Camp- 
ing Musical concert which is held 
annually at Brodnica. 


Bogart toupee 
fetches $500 


NATCHEZ, Mississippi (AFP) 
of Humphrey Bogart 
paid $500 for a toupee the actor 

T he barefoot Contessa 

£ ngtune B °8 art 

fress Vema Thompson, who said 
roc was disposing of movie post- 
memorabilia col- 
2*5 *e affair because 

move - The buyer 
jras a physician from Jackson, 

]SaTSSi Tf° a fan of the 

a«or, said Harm McGraw, an 
employee of McCool Auctions. 

tonrvJ r r.^ U ? XOn vah,e of the 
toupee had been estimated at a 
minimum of $ 2 , 000 . 
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Indurain 
years may 
!,<§! have only 

j ust beg" 11 

PARIS (R) — Miguel Indurain 
' r Se»J * ma y not 806,1 records but the ease 

^ c?£^ A. of his third successive Tour de 
fj* France victory Sunday suggests 

^hav^i the Spaniard's prime years may 

■ but have just begun. 

^ples Indurain, only rhe fourth rider 

■hat *° wn three tours in a row after 

're dei?^ ■ Frenchmen Louison Bo bet and 
n.” [L 00 ^^ Jacques Anquetil and Belgian 
: the Eddy Merckx, hasjso totally dc- 

‘ iu j ^t| { moralised his rivals it is hard to 
trea.J?* 1 ' «* where a real threat can come 

v£Su- from. 

J aDa W| 8v at ; Italians Gianni Bugno and 

\y‘ If ^ ^ Claudio Chiappucd, who had 
"Sang ^ vied with him in each of the past 

two years, collapsed under Indu- 

• Tim* j rain P ressuje this time. 

‘ w 0 life Both now openly accept Indu- 
«S ^ rain's invincibility in major stage 

races. “There's only one rider 
•Painty. w h° can even think of winning 
firemen \ 1,16 IOU, ‘ aI the moment and that's 

>undav fa ^ Indurain said a resigned Chiap- 

neoi'u,^ Pood- 

d from • “He’s against riders who are 

s tounsi “J' afraid of losing and nobody really 

da*. nm^’ attacks him," said Frenchman 

in »C 7*i Laurent Fignon, twice a Tour 

tflSi ;™ £ winner. 

“an#?.?* *‘ If Peop^ don’t change their 

> the "* approach, we can expect to see 
k* this repeated for quite some lime 

“ “nun ? r t yet.” 

_ unag. The one ^der w j, Q ^p. 
u ^ 7 °* Sft able of taking on the Spaniard on 

■n T L dnin!1J '‘ anything like equal terms is Swiss 
r rhi' Sl Tony Rominger, who came 
ne ,^: second overall and won the pre- 

and gfli*. stigious king of the mountains 
a ^gained b, jersey. 

; COr rioD^ Rominger consistently set In- 

. re "’ ii on durain a blistering pace in the 
■ iCe vud. climbs and had the audacity to 

■ r - tellmg it beat him in the penultimate stage 
s *ere of j. just outside Paris, an individual 

s«ac, f time trial which has long been the 
r< is atom ; Spaniard's forte. 

^btes am £ But the Swiss still finished 
ii'.it almost five minutes behind, 

>: ‘te for thtsj mainly due to bad luck early in 
•1-ncij.pTs the race when his Spanish Cl as 
outfit had time added on for 
illegal help in the team time trial, 
mistake A haiistorm just after he started 

• _ K , in die first individual race against 
;wr 3dDJ the dock also cost him dear. 

Curiously, Rominger believes 

• — A Bs he could beat Indurain but that 
■tondai be r he will not. 

gi.!ng_L>fe “I ride for a Spanish team and 
turmer « *r our priority is the Tour of Spain,” 

•• was iiraii he said. *The Ideal preparation 
•bar Bto iok for the Tour de France is the Giro 

ng big ro D’ltalia because it’s not posable 
c Dr. Mar to be on top form for six : 
tn Mihsto months." ! 

western i Rominger, winner of the last I 
She ihosp two Spanish Vueltas which start 
cj bit* ht at the end of April, is in no 

Sundat I ' position to drop that race to help 

;he higit I 1 * 5 Tour de France prospects. 
, ner . % : On top of that he is already 32 

ioihf 7 os 4* ^and his future chances of taking 
would k 0(1 Indurain must be limited. 

iTdavs. fc; If there is anyone around who 
can stop Indurain equalling An- 
quetil and Merckx's record of 
f SCSil'OK f our successive victories, he is not 

. 7n /w immediately apparent. 

llSfOilw At 29, the Spaniard is in his 
prime and it is not difficult to 
: :AFFl- imagine him going on to equal 
ucatwJM? and even surpass the record total 
■i :he rfl* of five wins held by Merckx. 

*.n ana ir* Anquetil and France’s Bernard 
•v.ieJ Hinault. 


Capriati wins New Jersey tennis title 
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MAHWAH, New Jersey (R) — 
Jennifer Capriati regained her 
title at the 150,000 Pathmark 
Women's Tennis Classic with a 
blistering winning effort against 
favoured Mary Joe Fernandez in 
an all-American battle Sunday. 

Capriati, ranked number nine 
in the world, won the final eight 
games against a visibly tiring Fer- 
nandez for a 6-3, 64) upset victory 
in a 72-minute battle played in 
40-degree Celsius (103-degree F) 
courtsi de temperature. The 17- 
y ear-old winner earned a purse of 
S20,000 and number seven Fer- 
nandez settled for 514,000. 

Capriati was extremely pleased 
with her game. “I played very 
well," she said. “My serve was on 
and I felt confident whenever I 
went to the net.” 

Capriati, who beat Monica 
Seles in the 1991 final and lost to 
Seles in Iasi year's tide round, 
allowed only six points in the 
second set. She dosed out the 
match with successive aces, her 
third and fourth. 

*T did feel a bit tired,” acknow- 
ledged Fernandez, who was 
pushed to three sets in a near 
three- hour semifinal Saturday 
night by No. 14 Mary Pierce of 
France. 

“It was hot and Jennifer played 
veiy well. She felt confident in 
the second set and went for her 
shots.” 

Capriati, who had a single 



Jennifer Capriati 

break point in each of the second 
and fourth games, broke through 
in the sixth for a 4-2 lead on a 
forehand placement. But Fernan- 
dez broke right back to 4-3 on a 
service winner, a double fault and 
two forced errors. 

Fernandez, runner-up to Steffi 
Graf at the French Open, was 
broken in the eighth game when 
she committed an unforced fore- 
hand error on the fourth break 
point. 

Ahead 5-3. Capriati fought off 
a break point in the ninth and 
held for the set with a backhand 
winner. 

“I had problems with my serve 


Tapie says Bernes will get job 
back if his name is cleared 
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PARIS (Agencies) — Marseille 
President Bernard Tapie. un- 
daunted by scandal surrounding 
the European champions over 
match fixing allegations, says dub 
Genera! Secretary Jean-Pierre 
Bernes will get his job back if his 
name is cleared. 

Mr. Bernes, at the centre of the 
scandal and under judicial inves- 
tigation for corruption, resigned 
at the weekend. 

“If the proceedings show his 
innocence, as I hope, he will 
resume his duties,” Mr. Tapie 
said in an interview with Libera- 
tion newspaper published Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Tapie said Bernes, re- 
leased from custody last Thurs- 
day after being held for two 
weeks, resigned because he did 
not want the dub held hostage to 
the current inquiry into allega- 
tions it fixed a May 20 league 
match with Valenciennes. 

Three Valendennes players 
have said they were offered 
money to play poorly v and named 
Mr. Bernes as the contact man. A 
Marseille player. Jean-Jacques 
Eydelie has admitted involve- 
ment and also named Bernes as 
the man behind the scheme. 
Bernes has denied any involve- 
ment. 

The president of the French 
Football League, Noel Le Graet, 
meanwhile, suggested Mr. 
Bernes shoqid leave soccer for 
good. 

*Tt's logical that he resigned,” 
he told France-Info Radio. “At 
the age of 36, it's possible to 
change career ... I'm pretty hap- 
py he's leaving football." 

Mr. Le Graet was critical of 
Mr. Bernes for making a lap of 
honour at Marseille as the league 
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Opening lead: Six uf + 

Our possession* are dear La us, 
and we are reluctant to throw away 
anything of value. AL the bridge ta- 
ble, however, penny wise is some- 
Limes pound foolish. 

The auction was routine. North- 
South were playing a 21-22 range for 
a two -no- trump opening bid, and 
North's fiv-.- card suit headed by an 
see was more than ample for a raise 
to game. 


Weal Led a fourth-best club and 
East's ten lost to declarer's jack. 
Everyone followed low to the king of 
diecoonds. and on the diamond con- 
tinuation West contributed the 
queen. Declarer ducked in dummy. 
No return could do declarer any 
harm, so the contract sailed home 
with three spade tricks, fmir dia- 
monds and a Lrick each in clubs and 
hearts. 

Declarer displayed good tech- 
nique. Unfortunately, the same 
thing cannot be said of West's 
defense. 

Prom the auction West could he 
sure that East cuuld not hold more 
than 3-4 points. Equally certain was 
that, unless East could gain the lead, 
the contract was probably going to 
succeed. West's ben chance to man- 
ufacture an entry to partner’s hand 
was to hope that East held the jack 
of diamonds guarded twice. 

At trick LWu West should have 
jettisoned the queen of diamonds 
under declarer's king! Declarer can- 
not come to nine tricks without de- 
veloping the diamond suit, and that 
is no longer possible without surren- 
dering a Lrick lit Ka&L A dub return 
then nets the defenders four club 
tricks and a diamond— down one. 


kicked off Saturday. Marseille 
beat Lens 1-0 as they began their 
quest for a sixth consecutive 
league victory. 

Mr. Lc Graet also said he 
intended to reprimand Marseille 
for refusing to allow journalists 
from stale television channels 
France 2 and France 3 into the 
stadium. 

Mr. Tapie said he had just 
applied the regulations. He said 
all journalists were invited into 
the stadium but only the private 
Channels TF1 and Canal, had 
permission to film the match. 

Mr. Tapie, who is angry at 
state television coverage of the 
scandal, also defended his be- 
haviour last Thursday, when he 
threw a television camera belong- 
ing to France 3 into the sea. He 
said he had responded to “un- 
acceptable voyeurism.” 

Mf/^Tapie hgd jqsj^ welcomed 
the" newly-released Mr. Bernes 
onto his yacht. “The. right to 
information is essential, but this 
does not include the right to 
invade people's privacy," he said. 

“When television journalists 
use their cameras like rifles with 
telescopic lenses, they'd better 
bear in mind that 1 am not pre- 
pared to act as a target.” he told 
the southern French newspaper 
Le Provencal. 

Former Valendennes trainer 
Boro Primorac, who has alleged a 
Corsican businessman propdpsed 
he take the blame for the fixing 
allegations, was due to be ques- 
tioned Monday afternoon by in- 
vestigating magistrate Bernard 
Beffy. 

Olym pique Marseille faced a 
storm of protest Monday over the 
treatment of journalists wanting 
to cover the first match of the 
season. 

With many fans angry at the 
way accusations of bribery 
against Marseille have been co- 
vered by the media, one camera- 
man was assaulted. 

French Sports Minister 
Michele AIIiot-Marie said the 
treatment dealt out was “abso- 
lutely scandalous.” 

Violence at Marseille and Bor- 
deaux on the same night have 


also been condemned by the 
Communications Minister Alain 
Carignon. At Bordeaux, a film 
crew was attacked by hooligan 
spectators in an unrelated ind- 
dent. 

Mr. Carignon said in a state- 
ment: “The incidents of recent 
days mark an increase in intoler- 
ance, a lack of respect for jour- 
nalists ethnics, the right to in- 
formation and the code of con- 
duct that was drawn up.” 

The France-2 and France-3 
television channels have already 
complained and filed complaints. 
Journalists unions have also 
attacked the Marseille measures. 

French law allows all media to 
cover games for news purposes 
even if a channel has exclusive 
rights to show a whole match. 

A France-2 cameraman was 
seen on television being head- 
butted by a middle-aged Marseil- 
le fan and abused by other specta- 
tors apphnfhtlyangered by cover- 
age of the Marseille bribes scan- 
dal. 

Mr. Tapie's name was at the 
centre of latest questioning in the 
bribes affair Monday. 

Though he has not been linked 
with allegations that the Marseille 
ptayer and official tried to bribe 
the .three Valenciennes players 
other accusations have been 
made against him. 

Boro Primorac, who was 
Valendennes coach at the time, 
was questioned by Mr. Beffy 
Monday over his claims that 
Tapie approached him to take the 
blame for the bribes affair. 

Mr. Tapie has denied meeting 
Mr. Primorac and offering him 
money and an alternative 
coaching position. 

A lawyer for Mr. Bernes said 
Monday he had asked for the case 
to be transferred’ from the Valen- 
dennes court. 

The lawyer Jean-Louis Pelle- 
tier said the request had been 
made “in the interests of justice.” 
Mr. Pelletier and Mr. Tapie have 
complained about the investiga- 
tive methods used by Mr. Beffy 
and Valenciennes prosecutor Eric 
De Montgolfier. 


Polish swimmer disqualified 
for 2 months in doping case 


WARSAW (R) — Polish swim- 
mer Alicja Peczak has been given 
a lenient two-month suspension 
because the national assodation 
found procedural irregularities in 
positive dope tests, the Polish 
News Agency (PAP) , said Sun- 
day. 

Peczak. who had faced the 
prospect of a two-year ban, 
accepted the two-month suspen- 
sion imposed following two posi- 
tive tests for the male hormone 
Testosterone after an event in the 
southern Polish town of 
Oswiedm on June 5. 

But the 23-year-old swimmer 
denied guilt and the National 
Swimming Assodation expressed 
its own doubts. 

“Lacking total conviction as to 
the guilt of Aiicja Peczak, the 
board of the Polish Swimming 


Assodation (PZP) has decided to 
impose an unusually lenient 
penalty: A two-month disqual- 
ification from June 5, 1993,” PAP 
quoted the P2^P as saying. 

The association said in a state- 
ment “a number of irregularities 
bad been found in the testing 
procedures, the most serious of 
which was a 24-day delay in 
announdng their results. 

“In her 17-year career, Alicja 
Peczak had never done anything 
to cause the slightest suspidon of 
ever using impermissible subst- 
ances." 

Peczak, 23, said: “1 accept the 
penalty imposed on me with my 
head held high, because I do not 
feel the least bit guilty. 1 used no 
performance-enhancers and I 
simply cannot understand how it was 
they were detected in my body. 


Abedi Pete inspires Ghana to a 
place in African Nations Cup final 


accuracy and she was teeing off 
on my second,” said Fernandez, 
who later withdrew from the dou- 
bles final due to a fiareup of a 
tendinitis condition in her right 
shoulder. She committed 24 un- 
forced errors in the opening set. 

Capriati dropped only 17 
games in four rounds, previously 
winning straight-set matches over 
three other American opponents. 
Terri O'Reilly. Beverely Bowes 
and Lisa Raymond. 

fn their only previous match on 
the Kraft Tour, Capriati, beat 
Fernandez, 6-2, 6-4, in the quar- 
terfinals of the 1990 French 
Open. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Gha- 
na's African Footballer of the 
Year Abedi Pele ended a short- 
lived retirement from interna- 
tional soccer to lead his country 
to a place in next year's African 
Nations Cup finals. 

Abedi Pele, a member of 
French dub Marseille's European 
Cup winning team in May, made 
a last-minute decision to return to 
national team colours and scored 
a goal as Ghana beat Liberia 2-0 
in Monrovia Sunday to qualify for 
the finals in Tunisia in March. 

Ghana were one of eight coun- 
tries to secure their berths over 
weekend as the qualifiers for the 
12-team tournament came to a 
dramatic end. 

Algeria, Egypt, Gabon, Mali, 
Nigeria. Zaire and Zambia join 
Ghana, hosts Tunisia, holders 

Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone in 
next year’s tournament. 

Only one qualifying group re- 
mains to be decided after the 
Group 6 qualifier between Congo 
and Guinea in Brazzaville was 
postponed to Aug. IS. 

Among the countries elimin- 
ated were three teams still in- 
volved in the African qualifiers 
for the World Cup finals in the 
U.S. next June. 

Cameroon were pipped by 
Gabon in Group 1 despite not 
conceeding a goal in six qual- 
ifying games, while Morocco and 
Zimbabwe also fell at the last 
hurdle. 

Abedi Pele, recently signed by 
French first division club Lyon, 
was playing his first game for 
Ghana since February and scored 


the second goal in the Black stars’ 
win. 

German-based Anthony 
Yeboah got Ghana’s first as the 
West Africans finished top of 
group 7. 

Cameroon, who beat Niger 2-0 
at home Sunday, spent anxious 
moments awaiting the outcome of 
Gabon’s match against Benin in 
Cotonou. 

Their hopes were dashed when 
Gabon scored a last-minute win- 
ner for a 2-1 win to end one point 
ahead of the Cameroonians in 
their group. 

Algeria, Nigeria and Zaire pul- 
verised their respective opposi- 
tion to ensure their places. 

Zaire had the biggest win Sun- 
day, beating Lesotho 7-0 in group 
4 in Kinshasa, led by a hat-trick 
from Saidi-Tshindaye Masudi. 

Nigerian striker Rachidi Yekini 
also got three goals as the Super 
Eagles beat Ethiopia 6-0 at home 
Saturday to finish top of Group 2. 

Abdul Hafid Tasfaout's hat- 
trick againsr Senegal in Tlemcen 
Sunday saw him end as the lead- 
ing goalscorer in the qualifiers 
with six goals. 

Algeria won 4-0 to finish 
second behind Sierra Leone in 
Group 3 and go through to the 
finals. 

Mali’s 2-1 win over Egypt in 
Bamako Sunday saw them take 
top place in group 8 and qualify 
for the Nations Cup finals for the 
first time since 1972. 

Egypt are also through despite 
their defeat ending ahead of 
Morocco, 2-0 winners away 
against Malawi Sunday, by the 


narrowest of margins. 

Both North African countries 
ended tied on points and goal 
difference, but Egypt scored one 
goal more than the Moroccans in 
tire qualifying tournament and 
will play in Tunisia next March. 

Zimbabwe’s first bid in 13 
years to qualify for the Africa 
Nations Cup collapsed in disgrace 
when the so-called Warriors were 
humiliatingly thrown out of the 
contest by a youthful and inex- 
perienced Zambian side. 

Sunday’s 1-1 draw with Zam- 
bia, rebuilding their team after 18 
top players died in a plane crash 
in April, raised serious questions 
about the future of the Zimbab- 
weans who are nursing hopes of 
qualifying for the world Cup 


finals in the United States next 
year. 

“The immediate future for the 
team does not look good, though 
there is still faint hope they can 
make it,” said Janoor Omar, 
sports editor of Zimbabwe’s 
Herald newspaper. 

“What Zimbabwe's team 
showed Sunday was that they 
can't score. They had many 
chances to stay ahead but they 
blew these. We simply don’t have 
good strikers.” 

The Zimbabweans, playing in 
front of a partisan crowd of 
60,000, took the lead in the 27th 
minute through striker Henry 
McKop’s header, but let several 
chances go begging when they 
failked to score from dose range. 

The Zambians, needing just a 
draw to qualify, equalised in the 
80th minute through forward 


Kalusha Bwalya of Dutch club 
PSV Eindhoven. 

(> I think the team needs to go 
back to the drawing boards — 
start learning how to play profes- 
sional football from scratch,” said 
a senior sports analyst. 

“At the moment, they can’t 
even pass the ball properly and 
clearly they don't play coherent- 
ly.” 

Newspaper headlines proclaim- 
ing “sad day for Zimbabwe” and 
“Zimbabwe blow Africa Cup 
chances” greeted the southern 
African nation of 10 million peo- 
ple Monday as it contemplated its 
defeat after a promising start to 
the continental contest last year. 

Omar said the Warriors, also 
known as the “dream team,” 
faced a daunting task in their 
campaign for the World Cup fin- 
als bnecause they first had to 
defeat Cameroon's Indomitable 
Lions, one of the continent's best 
and seasoned teams. 

“I can't see the Zimbabweans 
making it in Cameroon’s capital 
Yaounde on Oct. 10, when they 
dash with the Lions. In fact, few 
teams ever do,” he said. 

“The Cameroonians will be 
having home advantage and be- 
cause they have also lost out in 
the Africa Nations Cup they have 
nothing else to play for except the 
World Cup.” 

The Zimbabwean side will also 
have to beat Guinea in Harare on 
Sept. 25. “We have to beat the 
Guineans by at least four goals if 
we are to stand a chance of wing 
to the World Cup at all,” Omar 
said. 


Brazil stunned by 2-0 defeat against Bolivia 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zil's players were dearly stunned 
and bewildered as they tried to 
explain how they lost 2-0 to un- 
rated Bolivia Sunday, their first- 
ever defeat in a World Cup quali- 
fier. 

“We suffered a goal at the end, 
only God knows how it hap- 
pened,” said centre-forward Be- 
beto. 

“Everybody made mistakes 
and that includes me. I made 
more than most,” said Cafu who 
began the game ar fullback before 
being moved up to midfield. 

“It happened," was all goal- 
keeper Taffarel could muster as 
he left the pitch. • 

Taffarel was at the centre of 
the drama, turning from hero to 
villain in the space of seven 
dramatic minutes. 

In the 81st minute he appeared 
to have capped a fine personal 
performance when he saved a 
penalty by Erwin “Platini" San- 


chez with his legs with the score 
at 0-0, silencing the critics who 
had questioned his presence in 
the team. 

But disaster struck in the 88th 
minute when he deflected Marco 
Etdieveny’s innocuous cross into 
his own net. A minute later, 
Alvaro Pena added to bis misery 
by scoring with a shot which went 
through his legs. 

“The altitude affected us. Luis 
Henrique suffered and Rai wasn't 
the same as usual,” said coach 
Carlos Alberto ParTeira of the 
match, played 3,700 metres 
above sea level in La Paz. 

“But the team didn’t play well 
and we didn't impose our 
rhythm." 

Asked what he thought the 
reaction would be back home, he 
replied: “The fans must back us, 
we have another six games to 
go." 

The result left Bolivia top of 
South America Group B with 


Sjoberg back in form 
in rain-hit high jump 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Former 
World record holder Patrick 
Sjoberg, recapturing form after 
an Achilles tendon injury, scored 
an encouraging high jump win 
Sunday which augured well for 
next month's World Athletics 
Championships. 

The Swede, world champion in 
1987, cleared 2.30 metres to win 
from Norwegian Steinar Hoen 
(2.25) and Briton Steve Smith 
( 2 . 20 ). 

“This was one of my best re- 
sults ever in rainy conditions,” 
Mr. Sjoberg said. “I expect to be 
100 per cent fit for the World 
Championships in Stuttgart next 
month." 

Sjoberg, nursing the injury 
since early July, returned to com- 
petition last Friday with a jump of 
2.28 for second place at the Lon- 
don Grand Prix behind Cuban 


rival Javier Sotomayor, who 
cleared 2.40. 

American Hollis Conway , 
fearful of risking injury, withdrew 
from competition after clearing 
2.10 with his only jump. 

The poor weather conditions 
scuppered Richard Chelimo’s 
attempt on the 5,000 metres 
world record. 

Cbelimo, who held the 10,000 
metres world record for five days 
this month before losing it to 
fellow Kenyan Yobes Ondieki, 
was paced by compatriots Peter 
Rono and Ismail Kirui, his youn- 
ger brother. 

He was on target for the first 
2,000 metres but could not main- 
tain the pace and finished 15 
seconds outside the world, mark 
of 12 minutes 58.39 seconds set 
by Moroccan Said Aouita in 
1987. 


four points from two games and 
Brazil languishing in fourth place 
with just one point from two 
games. 

The Brazilians, however, will 
play four of their final six fixtures 
at home and the five-team group 
are competing for two finals 
places. 

In the past. World Cup qual- 
ifying matches have been little 
more than a nuisance for Brazil, 
on the occasions when they have 
had to face them at all. But those 
days have dearly gone. 

The Bolivian team, who re- 
corded only their thin! win over 
Brazil in 19 matches, remained 
cautious about their chances of 
qualifying despite public euphor- 
ia which took thousands onto the 
streets of the country's cities to 
celebrate on Sunday night. 

"We have won two points but 
there is still a long way to go," 
said coach Xavier Askargorta. 

Ironically, while Parreira has 
lost players through dub commit- 
ments in the run up to the quali- 
fiers, Askargorta has had all the 
time in the world to coach his 
squad following a players' strike 
which led to the suspension of the 
country's championship for five 
months. 

Uruguay beats Venezenla 

In San Cristobal, Venezuela 


rough tackling Uruguay scraped a 
1-0 win Sunday ip a World Cup 
qualifier against South American 
minnows Venezuela, who were 
left to count their bumps and 
bruises. 

Uruguay had star strikers 
Ruben Sosa, Daniel Fonseca and 
Enzo Francescoli back in the side 
after patching up a long-standing 
row with coach Luis Cubilla. 

But their only goal came with a 
thundering shot by full-back Jose 
Herrera in the 59th minute and it 
was the negative side of their 
game which caught the attention. 

Uruguay displayed all their old 
tricks, inducting elbows in the 
face and vidous tackles from 
behind in the South American 
Group B match. 

Venezuela's team doctor work- 
ed overtime as he attended 
numerous injured players on the 
touchline after rough Uruguayan 
challenges. 

But only Hector Moran, San- 
tiago Ostolaza and Daniel Fonse- 
ca were booked by Colombian 
referee Jose Torres. 

Bosa, Fonseca and Francescoli 
were all disappointing and most 
of the skill came from the un- 
heralded Venezuelans. 

Venezuela, with Belgian-based 
striker Stalin Rivas back after 
suspension, were unrecognisable 
from the team humiliated 7-1 by 
Bolivia the week before and de- 
served a draw. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms with 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining rooms, 
centrally heated, first floor, with 2 private entrances & 
parking. 

Located at the Fifth Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Call 825650 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Three apartments in the same building ready to rent furnished or 
unlumished on first and second floor with three and two bedrooms, three 
and two baths. The ground floor could be rented also but with the other 
three apartments. The ground floor consists of four B.R. with total area 
300 sq. m. The apartments are new, and were not used before. Location: 
The end of At Rabieh area, towards Tla AI Ali. Central healing, parking, 
telephones are available. 

Diplomatic staff and foreign community who are concerned 
kindly call: Tel. 821402, 667398 0-12 ajn. — 3-5 pm„ Mr. Hasweh 
for 3 days 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
First Floor, New Furniture 

2 bedrooms, salon, 2 bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
laundry room and 3 verandas. Central heating, telephone. 
Location: Amman-Shmeisani, opposite the European 
Community mission. 

Call at 698093 between (10-1) a.m. (3-6) p.m. - 


FOR RENT 

A spacious residential, 3 bedroom apartment with large 
kitchen, 2 full bathrooms, 2 verandas, private central 
heating and telephone. Unfurnished or furnished. 
Location: Shmeisani behind Marriott Hotel. 

Please call: Tel. No. 665972 
(1:00-4:00 pjn.) Amman. 


[Cinema. 


Tel.: 677420! Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 I Cinema 


Tel.: 6341441 


CONCORD 


THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


PLAZA 

Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:00, 8:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


AI Pacino — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN 

Show-,: 12:30. 3:15. 6:15. 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashini Theatre 

J For the first time in Amman you have a 
dale with the Nationa’ Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Str.p — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination off Hanthala^ 
by artist Saeed Biter 

Swwi m fttfcqr mi Satariqi, Jnk 4 red 8 N ftJIpjk 
Fleaae book acatt la Mhnttc* 


Nabit & Hisham's Td - : 6251551 

AHLAN THEATRE 


I ' 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

The theatre will be closed in preparation 
for “Ahlan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 


.. . rtTKfrfl 
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Abu Nowar assails 


‘reports that harm 
Arab reconciliation 


By Aynum A1 SafadI 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


■AMMAN — Minister of In- 
■ formation Ma'an Abu Nowar 
' Monday condemned what he cal- 
led “a few press reports" that 
deviate from Arab consensus and 
harm the interests of the nation. 

■"The Ministry of Information 
strongly condemns any action 
that harms any Arab citizen, 
country or leadership," Dr. Abu 
Nowar said in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

The minister did not refer to 
any specific press reports but 
informed sources said Dr. Abu 
Nowar made the statement in 
reaction to a report by A1 Ahali 
weekly on alleged widespread 
women and child sexual abuse in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The report, which was pub- 
lished Monday under the head- 
line, "A Saudi princess reveals in 
a book for the first time shocking 
facts happening beyond the tall 
walls of the conservative socie- 
ty," reviews a book A1 Ahali said 
a Saudi princess published 
through an American friend in 
Beirut. 

In the book, the anonymous 
princess accuses male-dominated 
Saudi society of widespread sex- 
ual child abuses and rapes among 
other "tales that cannot be told," 
according to Al Ahali, the 
mouthpiece of the leftist Jordan 


People's Democratic Party. 

“(The Ministry of Information) 
has complete confidence that the 
Jordanian press, which upholds 
the ethics of journalism, will de- 
nounce and condemn any action 
that barms Arab brotherhood 
and reconciliation and any action 


considered as an interference in 
the affairs of other Arab coun- 
tries," Petra quoted the minister 
as saying. 

"The press will consider these 
harmful and irresponsible actions 
a deviation from its noble tradi- 
tions and deeply rooted ethics,” 
he said. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said that a very 
limited number of "irresponsible 
reports" appear in some news- 
papers, which harm Arab recon- 
ciliation. "What is the interest of 
Jordan (in printing such re- 
ports)?" the minister told the 
Jordan Times. 

The minister urged the press 
not to be dragged into what he 
called "other countries* internal 
issues that serve no purpose." 

The Jordanian governments 
have often found themselves hav- 
ing to account for what appear 
about neighbouring countries in 
the local press even though they 
have no authority over what is 
printed, especially in the tabloid 
political newspapers that were 
licensed after the enactment of 
the new Press and Publication 
Law in May, sources said. 

They said that neighbouring 
countries do not recognise that 
Jordan has a democracy and the 
press acts outside government in- 
tervention. 

Governments which preceded 
that of Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Al Majali used to advise 
the press not to directly criticise 
leaders of Arab countries and to 
restrict their criticism to the poli- 
cies of these states. 

The new Press and Publication 
Law bans newspapers from car- 
rying any reports or articles that 
harm the reputation of the lead- 
ers of Arab and friendly coun- 
tries. 



Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa (left) Monday bolds 
Hussein Abu Saleh (AFP photo) 


talks with his 


Second Iranian sub heads for Gulf 


Survey launched on 
women in politics 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — A 
second Iranian submarine bought 
from Russia has crossed the Suez 
Canal and is on its way to the 
Gulf, a British naval commander 
in the region said Monday .- 

“The submarine passed 
through the Suez Canal some 
time ago and is on its way to the 
Gulf," said Captain Tom Black- 
burn of the British frigate HMS 
Cornwall. "One of the sub- 
marines bought from Russia is 
already in the Gulf." 

Iran is believed to have bought 
three Kiloclass submarines from 
Russia in a deal worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars as part of 
plans to rebuild its strength, 
which has shattered by the 1980- 
1989 war with neighbouring Iraq. 

Last year's purchases of sub- 
marines and the Iranian arms 
drive have caused concern for 
Iran's Gulf Arab neighbours, 
who fear it is seeking to control 
the region. But Iran has argued 
its armament programmes were 
purely for defence. 

The United States, at political 
and ideological loggerheads with 
Iran since the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution, has called for Tehran's 
isolation and accused it of seeking 
weapons of mass destruction and 
involvement in state terrorism. 

Military sources in the region 
said Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCQ states — Bahrain, Oman, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — were now considering 


buying submarines to face the 
Iranian threat. 

The six members have also 
embarked on plans to bolster 
their armies after the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait exposed their 
vulnerability. This has prompted 
them to sharply boost defence 
spending despite falling oil re- 
venues. 

"We are watching the situation 
closely but I do not know when 
the second Iranian submarine will 
enter the Gulf,” Capt. Blackburn 
told AFP in a telephone interview 
from his anti-submarine frigate at 
the Abu Dhabai port of Zayed. 

• »--v. Cornwall is in the Gulf 
for the first time and is the only 
British ship in the region at pre- 
sent. It will stay for eight to nine 
weeks before it is replaced by 
another vessel, Capt. Blackburn 
said- 

"It is part of our continuous 
presence in the Gulf to ensure 
peace and security in this vital 
region." 

He noted the Cornwall, with a 
crew of 290, had just completed 
joint naval exercises with the 
United States and Kuwait. The 
exercises, he added, were part of 
ongoing manoeuvres with region- 
al states and more would be held 


U.S. brings in power 


soon. 

The United States has the 
largest foreign naval presence in 
the region, where Western pow- 
ers are also inspecting ships to 
enforce United Nations Gulf war 
sanctions against Iraq. 


AMMAN — The Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Monday laun- 
ched a national survey on 
Jordanian women in politics 
with a view to measuring their 
political awareness and pers- 
pectives of their role in 
decision-making, official 
sources said. 

"The poll aims to assess how 
Jordanian women see them- 
selves as voters as well as 
candidates in general elec- 
tions,” said a source dosely 
involved in the survey, con- 
ducted by University of Jordan 
students and few researchers 
seconded from the Depart- 
ment of Statistics. 

The field study, which began 
Monday and is expected to end 
in two weeks, will also seek to 
reach "indicative conclusions" 
about how Jordanian men 
viewed their women participat- 
ing in elections and in decision- 
making, the source told the 
Jordan Times. 

The target audience of 2,000 
is equally split between women 
and men randomly selected 
from the eight govemorates of 
Jordan in proportion to their 
respective strength in the 
national population. 

The survey is pan of a larger 
"project democracy," which 
included an early 1993 survey 
on Jordanians' evaluation par- 
liamentary life following the 
1989 general elections and will 
consist of another field study 
on voting patterns in the 1989 
polls and the elections sche- 
duled for later this year. 

Field teams will administer a 
13-page questionnaire to the 
target audience during the sur- 
vey on women. No details were 
available on specifics of the 
.questions being asked, but the 
sources said the questionnaire 
was designed by Dr. Amal 
.Dagestani and Dr. Musa Ishte- 
wi of the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Although women represent 


more than 50 per cent of Jor- 
dan’s population, no woman 
has ever been elected to Parlia- 
ment in the Kingdom. More 
than 10 were contestants in the 
1989 elections. 

At least three women have 
confirmed their intention to 
run in the next elections. 
Observers believe there would 
be at least 20 women candi- 
dates when the actual nomina- 
tions begin. 

"Jordanian women in poli- 
tics" has been the theme for 
several seminars and work- 
shops held >in Jordan recently. 

“It is expected that the new 
survey, in view of the large 
target audience and its national 
dimensions, will complement 
all existing studies and future 
deliberations on women’s role 
in Jordan's politics," said a 
source from the research team. 

The centre's director. Dr. 
Mustafa Hamameh, who is 
heading the project, declined 
comment. 

Other sources said the result 
of the survey and an analysis of 
conclusions reached will be 
presented to a national confer- 
ence on Jordanian women in 
politics to be held in Amman in 
September. 

The Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies has developed what many 
analysts and diplomat see as a 
solid base for methodical, sci- 
entific studies of the Jordanian 
scene. 

The results of the first study 
it conducted earlier this year 
were described by many as a 
reference document. 

The study, however, also 
drew controversy from some 
quarters which asserted that it 
was not comprehensive. The 
centre countered that the sur- 
vey was not a comprehensive 
study on democracy but a 
"very focused survey which 
could offer us a glimpse of how 
Jordanians think and evaluate 
the process of liberalisation at 
this specific point in history." 


Kuwait is preparing 
$lb oil clean-up claim 


GENEVA (R) — Kuwait is pre- 
paring a $1 billion daim against 
Baghdad for cleaning up after the 
vast oil well fires that swept the 
country at the end of the 1991 
Gulf war, a senior Kuwaiti offi- 
cial said Monday. 

Abdul Rahman A I Houty, 
chairman of the Kuwait govern- 
ment body assessing damage 
caused by Iraq's seven-month 
occupation of the emirate, told 
Renters the claim would be pre- 
sented to a special United Na- 
tions body in the next few days. 

“This will be the first of the big 
claims against Iraq. It has symbo- 
lic importance for us, and we 
believe it should be given priority 
attention," Mr. Houty added. 

He was speaking in an inter- 
view before a three-day meeting 
of the governing council of the 
U.N. compensation commission 
set up after the war to coordinate 
the compilation of claims against 
Iraq and determine how they 
should be met. 

So for, the commission has few 
funds for meeting claims or 
covering its own costs as Iraq has 
declined to make the $1.6 billion 
oil sale authorised by the U.N. 
Security Council partly to com- 
pensate victims of its 1990 seizure 
of Kuwait. 

In a speech to the council on 
Monday, Mr. Houty said ensur- 
ing Iraqi compliance with U.N. 
resolutions on the limited sale 
should be a top priority. 

“We urge this body, as well as 
the Security Council whose mem- 
bership it reflects, to continue to 
demand full compliance from the 
Iraqi regime," he said. 

He also urged the council to 
encourage all countries holding 
Iraqi assets frozen after Bagh- 
dad’s forces were driven out of 
Kuwait by a United States-led 
coalition to transfer them to the 
commission's compensation fund. 


This was essential, be said 
according to a copy of his speech 
to the closed-door session made 
available to Reuters, "to begin 
building the funas needed to 
compensate Iraq’s victims." 

Talks between Baghdad and 
tiie U.N. on starting up the au- 
thorised oil sales — also intended 
to finance U.N. operations in 
Iraq and pay for food, medicine 
and other humanitarian imports 
— were held jn New York earlier 
this month.''' 


They were due to resume later 
this week, but diplomats in Bagh- 
dad said at the weekend Iraq 
might now stall in hopes of get- 
ting lifted the trade embargo im- 
posed by the Security Council 
until Iraq observ.es all U.N. re- 
solutions. 

The Geneva-based compensa- 
tion commission has been meet- 
ing regularly since the summer of 
1991 and officials say it has 
already received some 700,000 
claims with an expected 500,000 
more in the pipeline from indi- 
viduals, firms and states. 

The total value of all claims is 
expected to be between S100 and 
200 billion, according to experts 
at the commission, which in April 
set up special panels to examine 
claims from individuals like fore- 
ign workers forced to flee Kuwait 
or Iraq. 


Speaking to Reuters, Mr. Hou- 
ty said the oil fire claim would 
cover the cost not only of the 
year-long battle to put out the 
fires — which Kuwait and the 
U.N. claim started by the retreat- 
ing Iraqis — and the dean-up 
which was still under way. 

It would also cover the costs of 
removing mines laid by Bagh- 
dad’s forces in the area of the 
fires when some 700 wells were 
set ablaze, belching smoke that 
for days blotted out foe sun. 


Egyptian minister admits abuses, says they stopped 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt, lacing 
widespread criticism, said Sunday 
it has stopped using human rights 
abuses as a tactic in its campaign 
against suspected Muslim terror- 
ists. 

At the same time, however. 
Interior Minister Hassan Al Alfi 
admitted that hundreds of ex- 
tremist suspects are detained 
without charge, awaiting prosecu- 
tors’ decisions on whether they 
should be tried. 

.For years, foe government has 
denied charges by Amnesty Inter- 
national and other human rights 
organisations of widespread 
violations as it countered violence 
by cadres of Muslim extremists. 

Close to 200 people have died 
— 14 on foe gallows on convic- 


tion by military courts of “terror- 
ism” — in more than a year of 
shootings and bombings and 
police reaction to them. 

But Genera] Alfi admitted such 
previously denied practices as 
collective punishment, where vil- 
lages had to pay for the actions of 
Muslim radicals who bailed from 
them, hostage-taking, where 
families of suspects were seized to 
force surrender, and torture in 
prisons. 

“Collective punishment now is 
totally forbidden, and taking hos- 
tages is rejected," Gen. Alfi told 
Egyptian journalists at foe press 
syndicate. 

As for torture, Gen. Alfi said 
he respects the rule of law and 
vowed to investigate any "exces- 


ses" that might have taken place. 

He refused to be more specific 
than that hundreds of extremist 
suspects are in prison. 

"The prosecution is -now inves- 
tigating them, and as soon as this 
is over, they will be put on trial,” 
Gen. Alfi said. “It is not in foe 
public interest to reveal the exact 
number -of the detainees, (but) 
there are no haphazard arrests, 
and all detentions take place on 
the basis of definite informa- 
tion." 

Gen. Alfi, 57, was appointed 
last April aifter policies of his 
predecessor, Gen. Abdul Halim 
Musa, failed to stanch anti- 
government violence and raised 
accusations of rights abuses. 

Gen. Alfi's appointment was 


welcomed by varying political 
groups in Egypt, including the 
radical Al Gamaa Al Islarniyah 
(the Islamic Group), whom foe 
government holds responsible for 
the religious violence. 

Muslim radicals hoped that the 
new minister’s appointment 
would open the door for dia- 
logue, which prominent Islamic 
scholars suggested early this year. 
But foe new minister continued 
bis predecessor's campaign, 
albeit with fewer victims 
The minister declared proudly 
in his meeting with journalists 


that many suspects were arrested 
recently “without a single sfrot. 


which denies earlier allegations 
that the police aim at liquidating 
all terrorists." 


Pakistani 
president 
rejects 
po” ’ 'lay 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's actinn president 
Monday ruled foe possi- 
bility of delaying u October 
elections, reiterating foe in- 
terim government's resolve to 
establish credibility of the 
polls process. 

“Elections will not be post- 
poned on any demand or 
under any pretext," Wasim 
Sajjad, 52. said in his first 
nationwide broadcast since he 
assumed office after the July 
18 shake-up in the country. 


Mr. Sajjad. a jurist, was 
appointed interim president 
under an army-brokered set- 
tlement of the six-month-old 
bitter power tussle between 
President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan, 78, and Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, 44, who both 
stepped down to pave foe way 
for the mid-term elections. 

The interim government 
has fixed Oct. 6 for the 
National Assembly election 
and Oct. 9 for the polls to 
elect foe country's four pro- 
vincial assemblies. 


Several leaders have prop- 
osed changes in the electoral 
laws to ensure the fairness of 
polls while some have sug- 
gested that the polls be put off 


until early next year to make 
the process foolproof. 


the process foolproof. 

Elections held in 1990 were 
marred by charges of rigging 
levelled by former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto who 
has been in foe forefront of 
demands for fresh elections. 

"The government is folly 
determined this time to make 
the election process so much 
transparent, fair and impartial 


that credibility of foe process 
is established beyond any iota 
of doubt,” Mr. Sajjad said. 


The democratic system 
would be installed on sound 
foundations and the future 
government would be able to 
implement its programme for 
the stipulated period, he 
added. 

He said the services of the 
armed forces would be folly 
utilised and law and order 
would be maintained before 
and during the elections. 

The president earlier recon- 
stituted the election commis- 
sion, inducting two high court 
judges to finalise the election 
schedule and rules for the 


campaign. 


Sudan, Egypt start 


talks to ease tension 


i 


The U.S. aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln cruised up the 
Gulf waters Sunday, bringing 
along a submarine to watch Iran, 
and doubling the Tomahawk 
cruise missile capability against 
Iraq. 

The nuclear-powered carrier, 
one of foe newest in the U.S. 
Navy, crossed foe Strait of Hor- 
muz was sailing up foe 1000- 
kilometre waterway that leads to 
Iraq. 

A navy spokeswoman, Joyce J. 
Zongrone, said foe carrier was 
escorted by a battle group of 
seven ships that included the 
guided-cruiser USS Princeton 
and the nuclear-powered sub- 
marine USS Pasadena, both with 
Tomahawk capability. 

The Abraham Lincoln was also 
in the Gulf waters two years ago, 
in foe summer of 1991 , when Iraq 
was embroiled with the United 
Nations in a major standoff over 
nuclear documents and helicopter 
access for weapons inspectors. 

At that time, the carrier did not 
include submarines in its battle 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Hussein Sulei- 
man Abu Saleh and his Egyptian 
counterpart Amr Musa discussed 
Monday ways of resolving deep 
differences between their two 


group. 

The Abraham Lincoln group 
replaced the USS Nimitz group, 
which left the region last month. 

In addition to the submarine, 
and the cruiser Princeton, tire 
battle group has the cruiser Fox, 
the frigate Ingraham and supply 
ships Mount Hood, Williamette 
and White Plains. 


countries. 

“We have had frank and useful 
talks on all aspects of our rela- 
tions," Mr. Musa told reporters 
after two hours of talks. 

“The talks were extremely 
friendly and we hope to achieve 
success,” said Mr. Abu Saleh, 
who arrived Sunday. 

Mr. Musa said he held separate 
talks with Mr. Abu Saleh before 
experts joined the meeting. More 
talks will be held Tuesday, he 
said. . , 

Egypt has accused Sudan s 
Muslim fundamentalist govern- 
ment of supporting Egyptian mili- 
tants in their campaign of vio- 
lence to overthrow President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

The tension is reflected in an 
18-month-old dispute over 
sovereignty of the" Halaib triang- 
le, an area of desert on their 
common border. 

Mr. Abu Saleh told reporters 
on arrival that he came to Cairo 
“with an open heart” and hoping 
to open a new page in relations 
between the neighbours. 

Relations have deteriorated 
sharply between Cairo and Khar- 
toum since Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir took 
power in Sudan four years ago in 
a military coup. Gen. Bashir in- 
stalled an Islamic fundamentalist 
regime and strengthened rela- 
tions with Iran, both of which 
Egypt considered threats to 
national security. 

The dispute between the two 
normally friendly countries came 
into foe open when Sudan sold a 
Canadian -company an o3 con- 
cession in the Egypti an-Sudanese 
border area of Halaib. There was 
no prior consultation with Cairo, 
which considers Halaib Egyp- 
tian. 

Sudan complained to the U.N. 


Security Council, accusing Egypt 
of mobilising troops m Halaib 
and forcing Egyptian identity 
cards on people living there. 

Egypt denied the allegaDons- 

In Cairo, Mr. Abu Saleh de- 
nied assertions that Sudan's most 
prominent Islamic fundamentalist 
leader is behind the deterioration 
in relations between Egypt and 
Sudan, Hassan Tnrabi, leader of 
the officially banned National 
Islamic Front, is thought to be the 
driving force behind Sudan’s re- 
ligiously oriented government 
Many reports have named him as 
a leading member of an interna- 
tional Islamic radical organisation 
dedicated with Iran’s help to des- 
tabilising the governments of 
Egypt Algeria and others. 

“Hassan Turabi is among the 
first calling for strong Egypti an- 
Sudanese relations,” Mr. Abu 
Saleh said. "As an Islamic think; 
er, he supports these relations.” 

Dr. Turabi’s group has been 
accused of providing military 
training and money to Muslim 
radical groups. Sudan deities the 
existence of military training 
camps and has invited interna- 
tional teams to verify foe denial. 

Gen. Bashir arrived for an 
African summit in Cairo last 
month wearing the traditional 
white robes of one of the tribes 
that live in Halaib. 

But President Hosni Mubarak 
agreed to meet Gen. Bashir and 
played down their differences, 
afterwards. 

“What happened in the past 
was a doud. We have discussed 
all our differences and disagree- 
ments and we have clarified all 
the matteis," Mr. Mubarak told 
reporters. 

Mr. Mubarak said foe two fore- 
ign ministers would hold detailed 
talks to resolve differences and 
then he and Gen. Bashir would 
meet again to endorse the results. 

Egyptian-offidals expected the 
summit between the two men 
would be held next month in 
Cairo. 




Russians see 
Thatcher as best 
leader— poll 




<; 


MOSCOW (AF« - 
British Prime Minister 
Thatcher is the foreign 
Russians see as best equipped to^_ 
lead their country out of its cur-; ^ 
rent crisis, a television poll saii^ . 
Mrs. Thatcher got 12 per cent of 
foe vote in the survey screened^ 
Sunday night by the po^utov^. 
weekly programme Ilog*. 

second place with six per cent was- y 
former U.S. President George, .,,. 
Bush, while current White House 
incumbent Bill Clinton, German; ; 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and fbr^ /•. 
mer Chilean dictator Augusta • 
Pinochet tied for third place with, 
four per cent each. Iraqi leader- - 
Saddam Hussein and Coban lead- 
er Fidel Castro came equal sixth 
with three per cent each. The-.; 
conditions under which the pttiK 
was conducted were not speci-- ■ 
fied. 
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Filipino author 
gets Magsaysay 
Award 


MANILA (R) — A Filipino an- r 
foor who promoted Philippine. . 
literature in the vernacular has 
won the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award for journalism, literature 
and creative communication arts, 
the award foundation said Moh-.‘ 
day. Bienvenido Lumbers, pro- 
fessor of Philippine studies at the 


University of the Philippines, was 
cited for "asserting the central 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Court hears challenge to Maastricht Treaty 


LONDON (AFP) — The final obstacle to British ratification of the 
Maastricht Treaty went before the High Court Monday in foe form 


Maastricht Treaty went before the High Court Monday in foe form 
of a challenge to foe legality of foe government's ratification 
procedures. The challenge by Lord Rees-Mogg, a former Times 
editor and vociferous critic, of Prime Minister John Major’s 
governing style, was said by legal experts to stand little chance of 
success. But it will undoubtedly delay the process because when the 
three-judge panel agreed to the review two weeks ago, the 
government promised to take no action on ratification of the treaty 
on European union until foe final judgement. The court was 
expected to spend much of this week hearing arguments, and to 
issue a decision next week. 


U.S. security official holds talks in China 


place of the vernacular tradition 
in framing a national identity for 
modern Filipinos." Mr. Lum- 
bers, who published his first stor- 
ies and poems in 1953, earned a 
PhD in comparative literature as 
a Fulbright Fellow at the Uni- 
versity of Indiana, the foundation 
said. He later joined foe English 
department of the Ateneo De 
Manila University and estab- 
lished himself as a drama critic 
and a leading scholar of Filipino 
literature. Stared by the wave of 
nationalism sweeping Philippine 
campuses in the late 1960s, Mr. 
Lumbera included more vernacu- 
lar readings in his literature and 
drama courses and began to de- 
liver some of his lectures in the 
national language. The founda- 
tion said Mr. Lumbera believed 
that until Filipino becomes the 
"true lingua franca” of the Philip- 
pines, the gap between the well- 
educated classes and foe vast 
impoverished majority cannot be 
bridged. The Magsaysay Award, 
named after a Philippine presi- 
dent who died in a plane crash in 
1957, is given annually. 


PEKING (AFP) — U.S. Under-Secretary of State for Internation- 
al Security Affairs Lynn Davis held talks here Monday with Vice 
Foreign Minister Liu Huaqiu amid a row over alleged Chinese 
missile sales to Pakistan. Ms. Davis, who arrived here Sunday, had 
a full day of meetings with Mr. Liu and attended a luncheon hosted 
by him, U.S. embassy sources said, but did not disclose details of 
the talks. She was expected to continue negotiations on U.S. 
intelligence allegations that Peking has shipped to Pakistan all the 
necessary components to build M-ll missiles in violation of a 
pledge to restrict such transfers to sensitive areas. Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen continued to deny the allegations in talks in Singapore 
Sunday with U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher. The U.S. 
State Department has threatened to slap economic sanctions on 
China if the reports are confirmed. 


Thai ministry 
suggests home work 
to beat traffic — 


Bombay shopkeepers stage strike against crime 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand’s 
Interior Ministry Monday 
approved in principle a plan - 
which could mean thousands of 
employees working at home to 
reduce Bangkok’s chronic traffic 
congestion. Deputy Permanent 
Secretary Aree Wongharaya told 
reporters foe employees would 
come in Monday to pick up work 
for the week and return Friday 
with the completed assignments. 
He said a ministry committee 
which proposed the idea would 
study what kind of work officials 
could do at home and how many 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Thousands of shopkeepers put on black ^dy what kind of work officials 
armbands and staged a protest strike and a march here Monday to could do at home and how many 

condemn the failure of the police to curb increasing incidents of would take part, before giving 

extortion by criminal gangs. Jivraj Sewriwalla, the general secret- final approval. The Interior 
ary of foe Federation of'-Retai] Traders Association of Bombay Ministry employs the vast major- 
which organised the protest, said demands for protection money of Thailand’s four million gov- 

have surged since communal riots tore through Bombay in er ™nent employees. Mr Aree 

December 1992 and January 1993. said foe majority of employees 

a j. , , . would still come to the ministry to 

Indian diplomat asked to leave Pakistan ^ the plan were adopted. 

Traffic congestion in Bangkok 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan has declared an Indian diplomat „ . rt ? cJiecl near gridlock during 

persona non grata and given him a week to leave the count™ If 1 h °V n - Ab ™t 2.5 million 

taUowing the alleged manhandling of a Pakistani embassy official Sfu an ^ mot prcycles use Bang- 
le Indian police in New Delhi Friday. A Foreign OfficT^Jment ~ k roads “ d “P to ^SOO new 

issued, late Sunday said that Indian diplomat G.L Verms'* ^ ars ^ registered daily accord* 

activities were found to be “inconsistent with accepted norms of to figures - 111 an effort 
functioning of diplomatic missions." Mr. Verma had been^feter ^ P roblem *e Education 

surveillance for some time and reports showed he was involved in Mlnistty last month ordered that 
diplomatic status, foe statement said. On c !? s f es begin half an hour 


Friday, a Pakistani mission 

and tortured by the Indian police, according » 

sources. He was later released. oniaai 


fars are registered daily, accord* . 
mg to police figures. In an effort 
to ease the problem the Education 
Ministry last month ordered that : 
school classes begin half an hoar 
earner, but switdied back when 
there was no noticeable effect 


100 leftist parties blast U.S. embargo on Cuba 


Brazil robbers 
get $1.3 m from 


HAVANA (AFP) - R yreCTtatjves of some 100 leftist paries Security firm 
Md organ.sat.ons from £atm America and the Caribbean he^ 1 

£t Relegates a, £ ?RASIUA, Broril 


r^« 10 Foram condemned the economic c3S» £3 

foeU^.mihtaiypres^ at its naval base at Guantanamo^* l r w *1 
m Panama* The delegates at the conference I eir »ployee wa 

TSijS w5dl!!^2?- es ^ y * and criticised what fow volvement in 

called Washington s interventionism and imperial pressure" m 

Latin America and the Caribbean. The conference *i! 

social side-effects of economic liberalisation in fo e ^ 
called for “demoaatisation'' of the United Nations *5^ 
veto powet of th. W^sTe 


BRASILIA, Brazil (R) — Gun- 
men robbed a Brazilian security . 


Guantanamo Bay in of Si. 3 million and an 


ected of in- - 
eist, a news 




Nations, mainly by 


members. 


Chinese police foil hijacking 


P ? K 5 NG W “7 Chinese police have foiled an attenuated 

of a domestic airliner to Taiwan, an official newsD»f£r 

Peking on Monday said ai«+ mil*. receiv ed in 


Peking on Monday said. Alert JdSSZ 2 

Nanjing pulled a nervous-looking passenger from aty ° f 
waiting to board a flight Friday to thecS d? .JV* 11 "* 
Sunday's edition of foe Yangocheng 
Hu Xiao, was arrested after newas found to be 
paroUrid detonators as well as a note demanS^S 8 ^^^ 


r? 3 ” said the Protege Agency 
° raiK ?h in Santo Andre, an. in- - - 
ustnal suburb of Sao Paulo, was 
robbed early Saturday by 12 men • 
carrying automatic weapons. The.;; 
gunmen held two employees hos- . 
fage and stole $ 1.3 million in casji- . 
and checks as well as 45 -38* . 

revo * v ers, ammunition 
MdbuHetproof vests. Police said 
guard opened the main : 


r *** USB DUIU 

for foe gunmen, led them to 

fflOneu snrl Aui -jj. • -a ----- 


jjje money and fled with them, 
is a leading Brazilian 
armotired or ag*£- 


^ ve leads, A gem 

Estado said. 


rfj 3 suid- Authorities could 
not be reached for comment.^ 







